
2011 seattle mariners roster

2011 seattle mariners roster was a distinctive lineup that combined experienced veterans with emerging
talent. This roster reflected the team's strategy during the 2011 Major League Baseball season, showcasing
players who contributed across pitching, offense, and defense. The 2011 Seattle Mariners roster featured
notable names that impacted the team's performance in the American League West division.
Understanding the composition of this squad offers insight into the Mariners’ competitive approach during
that year. This article will thoroughly examine the 2011 Seattle Mariners roster, breaking down the
pitching staff, position players, and key contributors. Additionally, it will highlight statistical overviews and
roster changes throughout the season, providing a comprehensive resource for baseball enthusiasts and
historians.
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Overview of the 2011 Seattle Mariners Roster
The 2011 Seattle Mariners roster was a blend of seasoned veterans and promising young players. The team
aimed to build a competitive squad capable of contending in the tough American League West.
Management focused on balancing pitching depth with offensive potential, hoping to improve upon
previous seasons. The roster included players experienced in both starting and relief roles, as well as
versatile position players able to contribute in multiple defensive positions. The Mariners’ lineup was
constructed to maximize flexibility and adaptability throughout the grueling MLB schedule.

Pitching Staff
The 2011 Seattle Mariners pitching staff was a critical component of the team's overall strategy. It consisted
of both starting pitchers and relievers tasked with controlling opposing offenses. The rotation featured a



mix of consistent starters and newcomers striving to establish themselves at the Major League level.

Starting Pitchers
The Mariners’ starting rotation in 2011 included several key arms that anchored the staff. These pitchers
were responsible for setting the tone early in games and providing innings to give the bullpen rest.

Felix Hernandez – The ace of the staff, known for his command and strikeout ability.

Jason Vargas – A reliable left-hander who provided innings and stability.

Doug Fister – Emerging as a dependable starter with strong performances.

Blake Beavan – A young pitcher working to solidify his role in the rotation.

Hisashi Iwakuma – Returning from injury, offering veteran experience and skill.

Relief Pitchers
Seattle’s bullpen was composed of pitchers specializing in late-inning roles, setup duties, and closing games.
Their performance was vital for maintaining leads and minimizing damage in tight situations.

David Aardsma – The primary closer tasked with securing wins.

Tom Wilhelmsen – A promising reliever with a strong fastball.

Charlie Furbush – Versatile reliever able to pitch multiple innings.

Stephen Pryor – A young arm showing potential in relief appearances.

Brandon League – Veteran setup man with closing experience.

Position Players
The 2011 Seattle Mariners roster featured a variety of position players contributing both offensively and
defensively. The lineup was structured to balance power hitting, speed, and defensive reliability across the
diamond.



Infielders
The Mariners’ infield included players capable of handling key defensive positions while providing
offensive production. This group was integral to the team’s overall strategy in controlling the game.

Ichiro Suzuki – Center fielder and leadoff hitter known for contact hitting and speed.

Brendan Ryan – Shortstop noted for defensive prowess and situational hitting.

Chone Figgins – Utility infielder with speed and versatility.

Justin Smoak – First baseman with power potential.

Rob Johnson – Catcher contributing both behind the plate and offensively.

Outfielders
The outfield was a blend of veteran leadership and youthful energy, tasked with covering large areas
defensively and producing runs.

Michael Saunders – Left fielder with a developing bat and strong arm.

Franklin Gutierrez – Defensive specialist in right field.

Eric Thames – Provided additional depth and power in the outfield.

Key Contributors and Standout Performers
Certain players on the 2011 Seattle Mariners roster stood out due to their significant contributions
throughout the season. Their performances often shaped the outcomes of games and helped define the
team’s identity.

Felix Hernandez
As the staff ace, Felix Hernandez delivered dominant pitching performances. His ability to strike out batters
and limit runs made him a cornerstone of the Mariners’ rotation. His role was pivotal in keeping the team
competitive.



Ichiro Suzuki
Ichiro continued to excel as both a hitter and defender. Leading off the lineup, his consistency at the plate
and exceptional speed on the bases made him a constant threat. Defensively, his range and arm strength
contributed significantly to the Mariners’ outfield stability.

Doug Fister
Doug Fister emerged as a reliable starter, showcasing durability and effectiveness against opposing hitters.
His progress during the season bolstered the Mariners’ pitching depth and reliability.

Statistical Highlights from the 2011 Season
The 2011 Seattle Mariners roster produced a range of statistical achievements that reflected individual and
team efforts. Key statistics provide a quantitative perspective on the roster's impact during the season.

Felix Hernandez posted an impressive earned run average (ERA) and led the team in strikeouts.

Ichiro Suzuki maintained a high batting average and ranked among team leaders in hits and stolen
bases.

Jason Vargas contributed significantly with quality starts and innings pitched.

David Aardsma secured numerous saves, anchoring the bullpen’s late-inning efforts.

The team’s overall defensive metrics improved compared to previous seasons, highlighting the
roster’s focus on fielding.

Roster Transactions and Changes During 2011
The 2011 Seattle Mariners roster experienced several transactions and adjustments throughout the season.
These moves were designed to address injuries, performance issues, and strategic needs.

Trades and Acquisitions
Throughout the season, the Mariners made trades to bolster their roster, adding players to both the pitching
staff and offensive lineup. These acquisitions aimed to enhance competitiveness and depth.



Injuries and Call-Ups
Injuries to key players necessitated call-ups from the minor leagues, integrating young talent into the
Major League roster. These promotions provided opportunities for prospects to gain experience and
contribute at the highest level.

Roster Adjustments
Seattle’s management frequently adjusted the roster to optimize matchups and address performance trends.
This included shifting players between starting roles, bullpen assignments, and position changes.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the manager of the 2011 Seattle Mariners?
Eric Wedge was the manager of the 2011 Seattle Mariners.

Which players were the starting pitchers for the 2011 Seattle Mariners?
The starting pitchers for the 2011 Seattle Mariners included Felix Hernandez, Doug Fister, Jason Vargas,
Charlie Furbush, and Blake Beavan.

Who was the primary designated hitter for the 2011 Seattle Mariners?
Russell Branyan served as the primary designated hitter for the 2011 Seattle Mariners.

Which player led the 2011 Seattle Mariners in home runs?
Russell Branyan led the 2011 Seattle Mariners in home runs with 30.

Who was the catcher for the 2011 Seattle Mariners roster?
Kenji Johjima was the primary catcher for the 2011 Seattle Mariners.

Did the 2011 Seattle Mariners have any All-Star players?
Yes, Felix Hernandez was selected as an All-Star for the 2011 Seattle Mariners.



Additional Resources
1. Mariners 2011: The Season in Review
This comprehensive book covers the entire 2011 Seattle Mariners season, focusing on the roster, key games,
and player performances. It provides in-depth analysis of the team’s strengths and weaknesses, as well as
behind-the-scenes insights. Fans get to relive the highs and lows of the year through detailed statistics and
player profiles.

2. Faces of 2011: The Mariners Roster Unveiled
Delving into the individual stories of the 2011 Mariners players, this book offers biographies and career
highlights of each roster member. From rookies to veterans, readers learn about their journeys and
contributions to the team. The book also includes interviews and personal anecdotes that bring the players
to life.

3. Pitching Power: The Mariners’ 2011 Rotation
Focused specifically on the pitching staff of the 2011 Seattle Mariners, this book explores the strategies,
challenges, and standout performances of the team’s pitchers. It breaks down game-by-game pitching stats
and examines how the rotation influenced the team’s overall record. Readers gain a deeper appreciation for
the art of pitching through detailed commentary and analysis.

4. The 2011 Mariners Lineup: Strengths and Struggles
This title analyzes the offensive lineup of the 2011 Mariners, highlighting key hitters and their impact on
the season. The book discusses batting averages, clutch moments, and lineup changes throughout the year.
Baseball enthusiasts will find a rich discussion on how the offense shaped the Mariners’ identity in 2011.

5. Defensive Dynamics: Mariners’ Fielding in 2011
Highlighting the defensive aspects of the 2011 Mariners, this book focuses on fielding statistics, player
positioning, and memorable defensive plays. It examines how defense contributed to the team’s
competitiveness and includes expert evaluations of individual defenders. Readers learn about the
importance of defense beyond the batting and pitching stats.

6. Rookies and Veterans: The 2011 Mariners Roster Balance
This book explores the mix of young talent and seasoned veterans on the 2011 Mariners roster, analyzing
how this blend affected team chemistry and performance. It highlights promising rookies who made their
mark and experienced players who provided leadership. The narrative captures the dynamic nature of
building a competitive baseball team.

7. Behind the Dugout: Coaching and Management of the 2011 Mariners
Focusing on the coaching staff and management during the 2011 season, this book reveals how decisions on
roster moves, lineups, and strategies shaped the Mariners' fate. It provides insight into the leadership style
of the manager and the front office’s approach to player development. Readers gain perspective on the non-
playing factors that influence a baseball season.



8. 2011 Mariners: A Statistical Journey
This detailed statistical compendium covers the entire Mariners roster from 2011, with comprehensive data
on hitting, pitching, and fielding. It includes advanced metrics and comparisons to league averages, offering
a valuable resource for statisticians and serious fans alike. The book makes complex data accessible and
engaging.

9. Seattle Mariners 2011: Stories from the Locker Room
Offering a more personal perspective, this book shares stories and memories from players, coaches, and staff
of the 2011 Mariners. It captures the camaraderie, challenges, and memorable moments off the field that
defined the season. Fans gain a unique look at the human side of baseball beyond the game itself.
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