
2016 ford f150 wiper switch recall
2016 ford f150 wiper switch recall has been a significant concern for owners of this
popular pickup truck model. The recall addresses critical safety issues related to the wiper
switch, which can lead to malfunctioning windshield wipers under adverse weather
conditions. Understanding the scope, causes, and remedies of the 2016 Ford F150 wiper
switch recall is essential for affected vehicle owners to ensure their safety and compliance
with manufacturer directives. This article provides an in-depth examination of the recall,
including identifying affected vehicles, the nature of the defect, the risks involved, and the
steps for repair or replacement. Additionally, it covers how to check for recall status and the
importance of timely response to manufacturer notifications. The following sections will
deliver a comprehensive overview of everything related to the 2016 Ford F150 wiper switch
recall, helping owners navigate this issue efficiently.
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Overview of the 2016 Ford F150 Wiper Switch
Recall
The 2016 Ford F150 wiper switch recall involves a manufacturer-initiated campaign to
address a defect in the windshield wiper switch assembly. This defect can cause the wipers
to stop functioning intermittently or entirely, especially during critical weather conditions
such as rain or snow. Ford issued this recall to prevent impaired visibility that could result
in increased risk of accidents. The recall applies to certain 2016 model-year Ford F150
trucks, a best-selling full-size pickup known for its reliability and performance. Affected
vehicles were manufactured within specific production dates, which are outlined in official
recall notices.

Background of the Recall
Ford identified the wiper switch issue after receiving multiple reports from vehicle owners
and dealerships regarding wiper failures. Upon investigation, it was determined that the



wiper switch could internally fail or lose electrical continuity, compromising the wiper
system’s operation. The company then coordinated with the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) to initiate a formal recall and notify owners of affected
vehicles.

Causes and Technical Details of the Defect
The root cause of the 2016 Ford F150 wiper switch recall centers on a manufacturing defect
within the wiper switch component. The switch is responsible for controlling the windshield
wiper speed and operation modes, and any failure can lead to complete loss of wiper
functionality.

Mechanical and Electrical Issues
The defect primarily manifests as an internal electrical fault within the wiper switch
assembly. Over time, the contacts inside the switch may wear prematurely or develop
corrosion, disrupting the electrical signals necessary for wiper operation. This degradation
can cause the wipers to stop unexpectedly or fail to activate when required.

Manufacturing and Design Factors
Investigations revealed that the switch’s design and certain production tolerances
contributed to the premature failure. In some cases, substandard materials or assembly
errors exacerbated the problem, necessitating a recall to replace or repair defective units.

Safety Risks Associated with the Wiper Switch
Issue
Malfunctioning windshield wipers pose a serious safety hazard, especially when driving in
inclement weather. The inability to maintain clear visibility through the windshield can lead
to accidents, endangering the driver, passengers, and other road users.

Visibility Impairment
When the wiper switch fails, drivers may experience sudden loss of wiper control, resulting
in an obstructed view during rain, snow, or sleet. This impairment increases the likelihood
of collisions, particularly in high-traffic or low-visibility conditions.

Increased Accident Risk
The recall addresses the elevated risk of crashes caused by the wiper switch defect. Ford’s
prompt action to remedy the issue aims to reduce the number of weather-related accidents



linked to this malfunction.

Identifying Affected Vehicles
Determining whether a 2016 Ford F150 is subject to the wiper switch recall requires
checking specific vehicle information. The recall covers trucks manufactured within a
defined production window and equipped with the faulty switch assembly.

Production Dates and VIN Range
Affected vehicles were produced between certain dates in 2015 and 2016. Owners can
reference their Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) to verify recall eligibility. The VIN is a
unique 17-character code found on the dashboard or driver’s door jamb.

Dealer and Manufacturer Notifications
Ford has sent recall notifications to registered owners of affected 2016 F150 trucks.
Additionally, dealerships and service centers maintain databases to assist customers in
identifying recall status using their VIN.

Recall Process and Owner Responsibilities
Owners of 2016 Ford F150 trucks subject to the wiper switch recall should follow prescribed
steps to ensure timely repair and maintain vehicle safety. Understanding the recall process
helps avoid potential hazards and complies with federal safety regulations.

Notification and Communication
Ford typically initiates the recall by mailing owners an official notification explaining the
defect, risks, and repair procedures. Owners can also consult the NHTSA database or
contact Ford customer service for confirmation.

Scheduling Repairs
After verifying recall eligibility, owners should schedule an appointment with an authorized
Ford dealership for free inspection and repair. Prompt action is urged to mitigate safety
risks associated with the defective wiper switch.

Owner Checklist for Recall Compliance

Locate and verify the vehicle’s VIN.



Check recall status through official channels.

Review recall notification details carefully.

Contact a Ford dealership to arrange repair service.

Keep documentation of all recall-related communications and repairs.

Repair and Replacement Procedures
Ford dealerships provide repair services at no cost to owners whose 2016 F150 trucks are
impacted by the wiper switch recall. The repair typically involves replacing the defective
wiper switch assembly with a redesigned, durable component.

Inspection and Diagnosis
Upon arrival at the service center, technicians inspect the vehicle’s wiper system and
confirm the presence of the faulty switch. Diagnostic tools may be used to verify electrical
continuity and switch performance.

Switch Replacement Steps
The repair process includes removing the existing wiper switch and installing the improved
replacement part. The procedure is conducted according to Ford’s technical guidelines to
ensure proper fitment and functionality.

Post-Repair Testing
After replacement, the service team tests the windshield wipers under various speed and
intermittent settings to confirm the issue is resolved. Proper operation restores driver
control and enhances road safety.

Checking Recall Status and Additional Resources
Owners seeking to confirm whether their 2016 Ford F150 is part of the wiper switch recall
have several options for accessing up-to-date information. Reliable verification is essential
to take advantage of free repairs and safety assurances.

Using the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)
The most accurate method to check recall status is by entering the VIN into official



manufacturer or government databases. This approach provides specific recall information
tailored to the individual vehicle.

Contacting Ford Customer Support
Ford’s customer service representatives can offer guidance on recall questions, repair
scheduling, and warranty coverage. They serve as a resource for owners requiring
assistance throughout the recall process.

Additional Tips for Owners

Act promptly after receiving recall notices to prevent safety risks.

Maintain records of all recall-related repairs and communications.

Stay informed about potential future recalls or updates affecting the vehicle.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 2016 Ford F-150 wiper switch recall about?
The 2016 Ford F-150 wiper switch recall addresses an issue where the wiper switch may
malfunction, causing the windshield wipers to operate improperly or fail, which can reduce
visibility and increase the risk of a crash.

Which models are affected by the 2016 Ford F-150
wiper switch recall?
The recall affects certain 2016 Ford F-150 trucks equipped with a specific wiper switch that
may be defective, as identified by Ford in their official recall notice.

How can I check if my 2016 Ford F-150 is part of the
wiper switch recall?
You can check if your 2016 Ford F-150 is affected by entering your vehicle identification
number (VIN) on the official Ford recall website or the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) recall lookup tool.

What safety risks does the faulty wiper switch pose in



the 2016 Ford F-150?
A faulty wiper switch may cause the windshield wipers to stop working unexpectedly or
operate erratically, potentially reducing driver visibility during adverse weather conditions
and increasing the risk of an accident.

Has Ford issued a fix for the 2016 F-150 wiper switch
recall?
Yes, Ford has issued a recall and provides free repairs to replace the faulty wiper switch
with a corrected component to ensure proper wiper operation.

Is there a cost to repair the wiper switch recall on the
2016 Ford F-150?
No, repairs related to the 2016 Ford F-150 wiper switch recall are performed at no cost to
the vehicle owner by authorized Ford dealerships.

How long does the repair for the wiper switch recall
usually take on the 2016 Ford F-150?
The repair typically takes about one hour, but the exact time may vary depending on
dealership scheduling and other factors.

Can I continue to drive my 2016 Ford F-150 if it has the
faulty wiper switch?
While you can drive the vehicle, it is recommended to have the wiper switch replaced as
soon as possible to ensure safe operation of your windshield wipers and maintain visibility
during adverse weather.

Where can I get the 2016 Ford F-150 wiper switch recall
repair done?
Recall repairs can be performed at any authorized Ford dealership, where technicians will
inspect your vehicle and replace the faulty wiper switch if necessary.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding the 2016 Ford F150 Wiper Switch Recall
This book provides a detailed overview of the 2016 Ford F150 wiper switch recall,
explaining the reasons behind the recall and the specific issues related to the wiper switch.
It covers the potential safety hazards and how Ford addressed the problem through repairs
and replacements. Readers will gain insight into vehicle safety regulations and recall
processes.



2. Ford F150 Recalls: A Comprehensive Guide
Focusing on various recalls affecting the Ford F150, including the 2016 wiper switch recall,
this guide compiles information on common defects and manufacturer responses. It helps
owners understand recall notices, how to check if their vehicle is affected, and what steps
to take to ensure safety and compliance.

3. Automotive Safety Recalls and Consumer Protection
This book explores the broader topic of automotive safety recalls, using the 2016 Ford F150
wiper switch recall as a case study. It discusses the role of regulatory agencies,
manufacturer accountability, and consumer rights. Readers will learn how recalls impact
vehicle safety and the importance of timely repairs.

4. Maintaining Your Ford F150: Tips and Recall Alerts
A practical manual for Ford F150 owners, this book includes maintenance advice and
detailed information on important recalls like the 2016 wiper switch issue. It guides readers
on recognizing symptoms of faulty components and staying updated on manufacturer
notices to keep their truck in optimal condition.

5. The Impact of Electrical Failures in Modern Trucks
Examining electrical system failures in trucks, this book highlights the 2016 Ford F150
wiper switch recall as an example of how minor electrical defects can lead to major safety
concerns. It explains the technical aspects of electrical components and the importance of
rigorous quality control in automotive manufacturing.

6. Ford F150 Repair and Safety: What Owners Need to Know
This book serves as an informative resource for Ford F150 owners, detailing common repair
issues including the 2016 wiper switch recall. It offers step-by-step guidance on identifying
problems, understanding recall notices, and working with dealerships or service centers to
ensure safe repairs.

7. Vehicle Recalls and Their Role in Automotive Safety
Through multiple case studies including the 2016 Ford F150 wiper switch recall, this book
explains how recalls contribute to improving automotive safety standards. It discusses
recall triggers, manufacturer responsibilities, and how consumers can stay informed and
proactive in response to recall announcements.

8. Diagnosing and Fixing Electrical Problems in Pickup Trucks
This technical guide focuses on diagnosing electrical issues in pickup trucks, with specific
reference to the 2016 Ford F150 wiper switch recall. It provides troubleshooting tips, repair
techniques, and preventive measures to avoid common electrical failures that affect vehicle
performance and safety.

9. Ford F150 History and Evolution: Challenges and Innovations
Tracing the development of the Ford F150, this book covers both the truck’s innovations
and its challenges, including recalls like the 2016 wiper switch defect. Readers will learn
about the model’s engineering advancements, safety improvements, and how feedback
from recalls has influenced design changes over the years.
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