2017 denver broncos season

2017 denver broncos season marked a period of transition and challenges for the Denver Broncos
franchise. Following their Super Bowl 50 victory in the 2015 season, expectations were high, but the
team faced setbacks including roster changes and coaching adjustments. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the 2017 Denver Broncos season, covering the team’s performance, key
players, coaching staff, and significant moments throughout the year. We will analyze how the
Broncos navigated their schedule, the impact of injuries, and their standing within the AFC West
division. Additionally, the article explores statistical highlights and the overall legacy of the 2017
campaign within the context of the franchise’s history. Readers will gain a detailed understanding of
the factors influencing the team’s outcomes during this pivotal season.
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Season Overview and Performance

The 2017 Denver Broncos season was characterized by inconsistency and rebuilding efforts following
the departure of quarterback Peyton Manning and a Super Bowl-winning defense. The team finished
with a 5-11 record, marking one of their worst seasons in recent history. Despite the disappointing
results, the Broncos showed moments of competitiveness and resilience throughout the year. The
defense, traditionally a strength for Denver, struggled to replicate its previous dominance, while the
offense faced challenges in execution and personnel stability. This combination led to a season
marked by early losses and late attempts at recovery that ultimately fell short of playoff contention.

Overall Team Performance

The Broncos’ 5-11 record reflected significant struggles on both sides of the ball. The offense ranked
near the bottom of the league in points scored and total yards, hindered by injuries and a lack of
continuity at the quarterback position. Defensively, the team saw a decline in key metrics such as
sacks and takeaways, which contributed to their inability to close out tight games. The team’s
inability to string together consecutive wins underscored the challenges faced during the 2017
campaign.



Division Standings

In the highly competitive AFC West division, the Broncos finished in last place. Their divisional record
was impacted by losses to rivals such as the Kansas City Chiefs and Los Angeles Chargers. The
Broncos struggled to establish dominance within the division, which was vital for playoff hopes. The
AFC West during this season featured strong performances by other teams, making Denver’s task
even more difficult.

Coaching and Management

The 2017 season was the second year under head coach Vance Joseph, who was tasked with guiding
the Broncos through a period of transition. Joseph’s coaching staff faced scrutiny as the team failed to
progress from its previous season’s challenges. Management also made key decisions concerning
player personnel and draft picks aimed at rebuilding the roster. The season reflected the growing
pains associated with a team attempting to redefine its identity post-Super Bow! victory.

Head Coach Vance Joseph

Vance Joseph entered his sophomore season as head coach with hopes of improving the team’s
performance. His coaching philosophy emphasized a balanced attack and strong defensive
fundamentals. However, Joseph’s tenure was marked by inconsistencies in game management and
adjustments, which critics pointed to as factors in the team’s struggles. The 2017 season provided a
critical evaluation period for Joseph’s leadership capabilities.

Front Office Decisions

The Broncos’ front office made several roster moves and draft selections to address weaknesses
exposed in prior seasons. Key acquisitions and departures shaped the team’s composition during
2017. The management aimed to build a foundation for future success by focusing on young talent
and strategic signings. However, the immediate impact of these decisions was limited, contributing to
the ongoing challenges the team faced.

Key Players and Roster Changes

The 2017 Denver Broncos roster featured a blend of veteran presence and emerging talent. Injuries
and departures significantly affected team depth, particularly at the quarterback and defensive
positions. Several key players carried the team'’s efforts, while new additions sought to fill critical
gaps. Understanding the roster dynamics is essential to comprehending the season’s outcomes.

Quarterback Situation

The Broncos entered the 2017 season with Trevor Siemian as the starting quarterback, backed up by
Paxton Lynch, a first-round draft pick. Siemian showed flashes of potential but struggled with
consistency, while Lynch’s development was slower than anticipated. The quarterback play was a



focal point of debate throughout the season, affecting the offense’s overall productivity.

Defensive Standouts

The Broncos’ defense, historically a cornerstone of the franchise, featured notable players such as
Von Miller and Chris Harris Jr. Despite their efforts, the unit failed to maintain the elite status it once
held. Injuries and declining depth challenged the defense’s effectiveness, but individual performances
remained bright spots in an otherwise difficult year.

Significant Roster Changes

e Departure of veteran leaders and their impact on team chemistry
e Draft picks aimed at strengthening offense and defense
e Injuries that forced adjustments in the lineup

e Midseason trades and acquisitions

Game-by-Game Analysis

The Broncos’ 2017 schedule included matchups against divisional rivals, conference opponents, and
interconference teams. Each game presented unique challenges and opportunities that shaped the
season’s trajectory. A detailed review of key games reveals patterns in performance and critical
turning points.

Early Season Struggles

The Broncos started the season with several losses, including defeats to the Los Angeles Chargers
and Dallas Cowboys. These early setbacks dampened playoff hopes and exposed vulnerabilities in
both offensive execution and defensive resilience. Injuries compounded the difficulties faced in the
initial weeks.

Midseason Highlights

Despite the overall losing record, the Broncos achieved notable victories, including a win against the
Oakland Raiders that showcased the team’s potential when firing on all cylinders. These games
provided glimpses of the team’s capability and offered hope for improvement.



Late Season Challenges

The concluding games of the season were marked by inconsistent performances and a failure to
secure necessary wins for postseason qualification. The Broncos faced strong opponents and internal
challenges that prevented a late-season surge. The final weeks underscored the need for continued
rebuilding.

Statistical Highlights

Analyzing the 2017 Denver Broncos’ statistics offers insight into the team’s strengths and weaknesses
throughout the season. Key metrics in offense, defense, and special teams illustrate the areas of
success and those requiring improvement.

Offensive Statistics

The Broncos ranked near the bottom in total offensive yards and points scored. Quarterback Trevor
Siemian threw for over 2,500 yards but also registered a high interception count. The running game
struggled to establish consistency, limiting the offense’s versatility.

Defensive Statistics

Defensively, the Broncos allowed an average of over 25 points per game, a significant increase
compared to previous championship years. Sack totals and turnovers forced were down, reflecting a
less dominant defensive front. Nevertheless, individual players maintained respectable production
levels.

Special Teams Performance

Special teams contributed with reliable field goal kicking and occasional impactful returns. However,
they did not significantly alter game outcomes or provide consistent field position advantages. Special
teams remained an area with room for growth.

Impact and Legacy of the 2017 Season

The 2017 Denver Broncos season is remembered as a challenging phase in the franchise’s history,
highlighting the difficulties of maintaining success after a Super Bowl victory. The season’s struggles
prompted organizational reflection and set the stage for future changes in coaching and roster
construction. While disappointing in terms of wins and losses, the year contributed valuable lessons
and development opportunities for players and staff alike.



Organizational Lessons

The season underscored the importance of quarterback stability, depth in key positions, and
adaptability in coaching strategies. The Broncos’ management used the 2017 campaign as a
benchmark for evaluating personnel and coaching effectiveness moving forward.

Player Development and Future Prospects

Several young players gained experience and exposure during the 2017 season, which proved
beneficial for their growth. The team’s investment in emerging talent aimed to build a foundation that
could return Denver to playoff contention in subsequent years.

Frequently Asked Questions

How did the Denver Broncos perform in the 2017 NFL season?

The Denver Broncos finished the 2017 NFL season with a 5-11 record, missing the playoffs.

Who was the head coach of the Denver Broncos during the
2017 season?

Vance Joseph was the head coach of the Denver Broncos during the 2017 season, his first year in that
role.

Which quarterback played most of the games for the Broncos
in 2017?

Trevor Siemian was the starting quarterback for most of the Denver Broncos' games during the 2017
season.

What were some challenges the Broncos faced in the 2017
season?

The Broncos struggled with inconsistency on offense, injuries, and a transition to a new coaching staff,
contributing to their losing record.

Did the Denver Broncos have any notable draft picks in 2017?

Yes, the Broncos selected linebacker Bradley Chubb in the first round of the 2017 NFL Draft, who
became a key defensive player for the team.



Additional Resources

1. Denver Broncos 2017: A Season of Transition

This book explores the pivotal 2017 season for the Denver Broncos, highlighting the challenges and
changes the team faced. It delves into the impact of coaching shifts, player injuries, and the quest to
rebuild a championship contender. Fans will find detailed game analyses and behind-the-scenes
stories that defined this transitional year.

2. Mile High Moments: The 2017 Denver Broncos Journey

"Mile High Moments" captures the highs and lows of the Broncos' 2017 campaign. Through player
interviews and expert commentary, readers get an inside look at how the team navigated a tough NFL
schedule. The narrative balances the struggles with moments of resilience and hope for the future.

3. Broncos Backfield: The 2017 Season Breakdown

Focusing on the offensive and defensive strategies, this book provides a comprehensive breakdown of
the Broncos' 2017 season. It examines key players’ performances and coaching decisions that shaped
the team's outcomes. The detailed statistics and play analyses make it a must-read for football
enthusiasts.

4. From Super Bowl Champions to Rebuilders: Denver Broncos 2017

This title chronicles the Broncos' shift from their Super Bowl-winning days to the rebuilding phase
during 2017. It highlights the roster changes and the challenges of maintaining championship-level
performance. The book also reflects on how the season set the stage for future team development.

5. Orange Crush Redux: The Broncos’ 2017 Defense

A deep dive into the defensive squad of the 2017 Denver Broncos, this book revisits the legacy of the
famed Orange Crush defense. It analyzes how the 2017 defense performed amidst injuries and
personnel changes. Fans will appreciate the detailed profiles of defensive stalwarts and emerging
talents.

6. Quarterback Quandaries: Denver Broncos 2017

Centered on the quarterback situation during the 2017 season, this book discusses the challenges
faced by the Broncos in finding stability under center. It covers the performances of Trevor Siemian,
Brock Osweiler, and Paxton Lynch. The book offers insights into how quarterback play influenced the
overall team dynamics.

7. Coaching Carousel: Denver Broncos in 2017

"Coaching Carousel" focuses on the leadership and coaching changes that impacted the Broncos in
2017. It details how new coaching philosophies and staff adjustments affected team morale and
performance. The book also provides a critical look at the decisions made by head coach Vance
Joseph during his rookie year.

8. 2017 Denver Broncos: An Underdog Story

This narrative portrays the Broncos as underdogs during the 2017 season, battling through adversity
and skepticism. It highlights the perseverance of players and coaches striving to overcome a
challenging roster and stiff competition. The book is an inspiring tale of grit and determination in
professional sports.

9. Behind the Scenes: The 2017 Denver Broncos Locker Room
Offering an exclusive glimpse into the locker room atmosphere, this book reveals the interpersonal
dynamics and team culture during the 2017 season. Through player anecdotes and insider



perspectives, readers learn about the camaraderie and conflicts that shaped the Broncos’ year. It's a
compelling account of life beyond the gridiron.
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