
ap human geography agriculture test

ap human geography agriculture test is a critical assessment designed to evaluate students'

understanding of agricultural concepts within the scope of human geography. This test covers a broad

spectrum of topics including agricultural practices, land use, rural settlements, and the impact of

agriculture on societies and environments. Students preparing for the ap human geography agriculture

test must be familiar with theories such as Von Thünen’s model, types of farming systems, and the

role of technology in modern agriculture. Additionally, understanding the socio-economic factors

influencing agriculture and the geographical distribution of agricultural activities is essential. This article

provides a comprehensive guide to the key themes and concepts likely to appear on the ap human

geography agriculture test, offering a structured overview to enhance exam readiness and confidence.

Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the main areas covered.
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Understanding Agricultural Systems

Understanding agricultural systems is fundamental to excelling on the ap human geography agriculture

test. Agricultural systems describe the methods and processes through which humans cultivate crops

and raise livestock. These systems are influenced by environmental conditions, cultural practices, and

economic factors. The test often emphasizes the relationship between humans and their environment

as it pertains to food production and resource management.

Subsistence vs. Commercial Agriculture

Subsistence agriculture involves farming primarily for the consumption of the farmer's family, with

minimal surplus for trade. This system is common in less developed regions where food security is a

priority. Commercial agriculture, in contrast, focuses on producing crops and livestock for sale in

markets, often utilizing modern technology and large-scale operations. Understanding these distinctions

is crucial for the ap human geography agriculture test.

Agricultural Practices and Techniques

Various agricultural practices such as shifting cultivation, pastoral nomadism, intensive subsistence

farming, and plantation agriculture are critical topics. Each method adapts to different environmental

and social contexts, influencing land use patterns and sustainability. Knowledge of these practices

enables students to identify the geographic and cultural factors shaping agricultural landscapes.

Land Use and Agricultural Models

Land use and agricultural models provide theoretical frameworks to understand spatial patterns of

farming. The ap human geography agriculture test often includes questions on classic models that

explain land use decisions and agricultural intensity.



Von Thünen’s Model of Agricultural Land Use

Von Thünen’s model explains the location of different types of agriculture relative to a central market.

It suggests that perishable and high-value crops are grown closer to the market, while extensive

farming and livestock raising occur farther away. This model helps students grasp the economic

rationale behind land use and transportation costs in agricultural decision-making.

Other Land Use Models

Additional models such as the bid-rent theory and concentric zone model provide insights into urban

and rural land use patterns. Understanding these models equips students to analyze how agriculture

fits within broader geographic frameworks.

Types of Agriculture

Familiarity with the various types of agriculture is essential for the ap human geography agriculture

test. This section covers the classification of agricultural systems based on climate, scale, and

purpose.

Shifting Cultivation and Pastoralism

Shifting cultivation involves clearing forested land for temporary farming, then moving on to new plots

as soil fertility declines. Pastoral nomadism is the herding of domesticated animals in arid and semi-

arid regions. Both types are significant in understanding traditional agricultural lifestyles and their

environmental impacts.

Intensive and Extensive Farming

Intensive farming involves high labor and capital input per unit of land, often found in densely



populated regions. Extensive farming uses larger land areas with lower inputs, typical of less fertile or

more remote areas. The ap human geography agriculture test assesses comprehension of these

concepts and their geographic distribution.

Plantation and Mixed Farming

Plantation agriculture is characterized by large estates growing cash crops primarily for export,

common in tropical regions. Mixed farming combines crop cultivation and livestock raising, promoting

diversification and economic stability.

Rural Settlements and Land Survey Systems

Rural settlements and land survey systems shape the organization of agricultural land and community

structure. These topics are frequently examined in the ap human geography agriculture test to assess

understanding of spatial arrangements and historical land division methods.

Types of Rural Settlements

Rural settlements can be categorized into clustered, dispersed, and linear types, each reflecting

different cultural and environmental adaptations. Recognizing these settlement patterns aids in

analyzing rural landscapes and human-environment interactions.

Land Survey Systems

Land survey systems such as the metes and bounds, township and range, and long-lot systems

influence property boundaries and land use. The test evaluates familiarity with these systems to

understand how historical and cultural factors affect agricultural land distribution.



Impact of Technology and Globalization on Agriculture

The ap human geography agriculture test includes questions on how technological advancements and

globalization have transformed agricultural practices worldwide. Modern agriculture is deeply

intertwined with global economic systems and technological innovation.

Mechanization and Biotechnology

Mechanization has increased efficiency and productivity in farming, reducing labor needs and

expanding the scale of operations. Biotechnology, including genetically modified organisms (GMOs),

has improved crop yields and resistance to pests and diseases. These advances are pivotal in the

contemporary agricultural landscape.

Global Trade and Agricultural Commodities

Globalization has expanded markets for agricultural products, affecting production patterns and

economic dependencies. The international trade of commodities like coffee, wheat, and soybeans

illustrates the interconnectedness of agriculture and global markets, a key concept for the ap human

geography agriculture test.

Environmental and Economic Factors in Agriculture

Environmental and economic factors significantly influence agricultural practices and outcomes. The ap

human geography agriculture test addresses how climate, soil, government policies, and market forces

shape agriculture.

Environmental Constraints and Sustainability

Climate variability, soil degradation, and water availability impose limits on agricultural productivity.



Sustainable agriculture practices aim to mitigate environmental damage and ensure long-term food

security, topics essential for comprehensive test preparation.

Economic Challenges and Agricultural Policies

Farm subsidies, trade agreements, and rural development programs impact agricultural economies.

Understanding these policies helps explain disparities in agricultural productivity and the socio-

economic status of farming communities.

Study key agricultural models and their spatial implications.1.

Memorize types of agriculture and their geographic distribution.2.

Review rural settlement patterns and land survey systems.3.

Understand the role of technology and globalization in modern agriculture.4.

Analyze environmental and economic factors affecting agriculture.5.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main types of agriculture studied in AP Human

Geography?

The main types of agriculture studied include subsistence agriculture, commercial agriculture, pastoral

nomadism, shifting cultivation, plantation agriculture, and mixed crop and livestock farming.



How does the Green Revolution relate to agricultural practices in AP

Human Geography?

The Green Revolution refers to the period when agriculture was transformed by the introduction of

high-yield crop varieties, chemical fertilizers, and advanced irrigation techniques, significantly

increasing food production, especially in developing countries.

What is the Von Thünen model and how does it explain agricultural

land use?

The Von Thünen model explains agricultural land use by illustrating how farmers choose crops based

on the distance from a central market, with more perishable and expensive-to-transport goods grown

closer to the market and less perishable crops further away.

What role does climate play in determining agricultural practices in

different regions?

Climate affects the types of crops that can be grown and the methods of farming practiced, with

certain crops requiring specific temperature ranges, precipitation levels, and growing seasons,

influencing the spatial distribution of agriculture.

What is the difference between intensive and extensive agriculture?

Intensive agriculture involves higher inputs of labor and capital per unit of land to maximize yield, often

found in densely populated areas, while extensive agriculture uses fewer inputs over larger areas,

typically in less densely populated regions.

How does subsistence agriculture differ from commercial agriculture?

Subsistence agriculture is primarily for local consumption by the farmer's family with minimal surplus

for sale, whereas commercial agriculture focuses on producing crops and livestock for sale in markets,

often involving mechanization and large-scale operations.



What is shifting cultivation and where is it commonly practiced?

Shifting cultivation is an agricultural practice where farmers clear a piece of land, cultivate it for a few

years, then abandon it to allow the soil to recover. It is commonly practiced in tropical rainforests in

regions like the Amazon, Central Africa, and Southeast Asia.

How do government policies impact agricultural production in AP

Human Geography?

Government policies such as subsidies, tariffs, land reforms, and environmental regulations can

influence what crops are grown, the scale of production, and the sustainability of agricultural practices.

What are the challenges facing modern agriculture discussed in AP

Human Geography?

Challenges include soil degradation, water scarcity, climate change, loss of biodiversity, the impact of

industrial farming on the environment, and socio-economic issues like land ownership and food

security.

Additional Resources

1. AP Human Geography: Agriculture and Rural Land Use

This book delves into the agricultural practices and rural land use patterns covered in the AP Human

Geography curriculum. It offers detailed explanations of farming types, agricultural revolutions, and the

impact of technology on food production. The text is complemented by maps and diagrams that help

students visualize concepts for the agriculture unit.

2. Essential Agriculture Concepts for AP Human Geography

Designed specifically for AP Human Geography students, this guide breaks down key agricultural

topics such as crop types, livestock farming, and sustainable practices. It includes practice questions

and summaries that reinforce understanding of agricultural models and theories. The book is ideal for



test preparation and quick review before exams.

3. Agriculture in Human Geography: Models and Case Studies

This title explores agricultural theories and real-world case studies that illustrate the diversity of farming

systems worldwide. Students learn about the Von Thünen model, shifting cultivation, and agribusiness,

enhancing their grasp of spatial agricultural patterns. The case studies provide practical examples that

connect theory to reality.

4. AP Human Geography Agriculture Practice Tests and Review

Focused on test readiness, this book offers numerous practice tests centered on agriculture and rural

land use topics. Detailed answer explanations help students identify areas for improvement. It is a

valuable resource for mastering the agriculture section of the AP Human Geography exam.

5. Farming and Food Production in Human Geography

This book covers the relationship between agriculture, food production, and economic development. It

discusses subsistence and commercial farming, agricultural innovation, and global food distribution.

The text helps students understand the socio-economic impacts of agriculture in different regions.

6. Rural Landscapes and Agricultural Patterns: An AP Human Geography Guide

This guide examines the spatial organization of rural areas and agricultural landscapes. It includes

discussions on land use patterns, agricultural zoning, and the effects of globalization on farming. Rich

with visuals, it supports students in analyzing rural geography concepts for their exams.

7. Human Geography: Agriculture and Food Systems

Focusing on the intersection of agriculture and human geography, this book covers food systems,

agricultural policies, and environmental challenges. It emphasizes sustainable agriculture and the

future of farming in a changing world. Students gain insights into how agriculture shapes human

societies and environments.

8. AP Human Geography Agriculture Review Workbook

This workbook provides exercises and quizzes on agricultural topics, perfect for reinforcing knowledge



through active learning. It includes vocabulary drills, map labeling, and short-answer questions tailored

to the AP curriculum. The workbook is a handy tool for self-assessment and exam practice.

9. Global Agriculture and Rural Development for AP Human Geography

This comprehensive text explores global agricultural trends and rural development issues affecting

various regions. Topics include agricultural innovations, land degradation, and rural poverty. The book

equips students with a global perspective on agriculture relevant to the AP Human Geography exam.
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