
ap psychology all vocab
ap psychology all vocab is an essential resource for students preparing for
the Advanced Placement Psychology exam. Mastery of key terms and concepts is
crucial for understanding the breadth of psychological theories, research
methods, and applications covered in the course. This comprehensive guide
covers core vocabulary across various domains such as biological bases of
behavior, cognition, learning, and social psychology. By exploring
fundamental terms and their definitions, learners can develop a solid
foundation to excel in both multiple-choice and free-response sections. The
article is structured to facilitate easy navigation through major AP
Psychology topics, enabling focused study and review. Whether preparing for
the exam or seeking to deepen psychological knowledge, this compilation of ap
psychology all vocab provides clarity and context. Below is a detailed table
of contents to guide the exploration of key psychological terminology.
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Biological Bases of Behavior
The biological bases of behavior encompass the physiological and neurological
mechanisms underlying human actions and mental processes. Understanding this
domain involves reviewing key terms related to the nervous system, brain
structures, neurotransmitters, and endocrine responses. This section
introduces essential vocabulary pivotal for grasping how biology influences
psychology.



Neurons and Neurotransmitters
Neurons are the fundamental units of the nervous system responsible for
transmitting information throughout the body. Neurotransmitters are chemical
messengers that facilitate communication between neurons at synapses.
Familiarity with terms like action potential, synapse, dopamine, serotonin,
and acetylcholine is critical.

Brain Structures
Various brain areas support different psychological functions. Key structures
include the cerebrum, limbic system, brainstem, and cerebral cortex. Terms
such as hippocampus, amygdala, hypothalamus, and frontal lobe are frequently
encountered in AP Psychology vocabulary.

Endocrine System
The endocrine system regulates hormones that affect behavior and physiology.
Important terms include glands like the pituitary, adrenal, and thyroid
glands, as well as hormones like cortisol and adrenaline.
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Sensation and Perception
Sensation and perception involve the processes by which sensory information



is received and interpreted by the brain. This section covers vocabulary
related to the sensory organs, perceptual processes, and the interpretation
of stimuli.

Sensory Processes
Sensory processes include the mechanisms for detecting stimuli through
vision, hearing, taste, touch, and smell. Important vocab words include
transduction, absolute threshold, and sensory adaptation.

Perceptual Concepts
Perception refers to how the brain organizes and interprets sensory input.
Terms such as gestalt principles, depth perception, and selective attention
are central to understanding how perception operates.
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Learning and Conditioning
Learning involves changes in behavior resulting from experience. This section
reviews fundamental concepts of classical and operant conditioning,
observational learning, and cognitive factors influencing learning.

Classical Conditioning
Classical conditioning explains how organisms learn associations between
stimuli. Key terms include unconditioned stimulus, conditioned stimulus,
unconditioned response, conditioned response, and extinction.



Operant Conditioning
Operant conditioning involves learning through consequences. Terms such as
reinforcement, punishment, positive reinforcement, negative reinforcement,
and shaping are essential vocabulary.

Observational Learning
Learning can also occur through observation. Concepts like modeling, mirror
neurons, and vicarious reinforcement are important here.
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Cognition and Memory
Cognition encompasses mental processes such as thinking, problem-solving, and
decision-making. Memory refers to the encoding, storage, and retrieval of
information. This section highlights crucial vocabulary related to these
cognitive functions.

Memory Models
Understanding memory requires familiarity with models like sensory memory,
short-term memory, and long-term memory. Terms like encoding, storage,
retrieval, and working memory are significant.

Types of Memory
Memory is categorized into explicit, implicit, episodic, semantic, and



procedural types. Each plays a role in how information is processed and
recalled.

Cognitive Processes
Cognitive processes include concepts such as heuristics, algorithms, problem-
solving strategies, and cognitive biases like confirmation bias and
availability heuristic.

Encoding

Storage

Retrieval

Working memory

Explicit memory

Implicit memory

Episodic memory

Heuristics

Algorithms

Developmental Psychology
Developmental psychology studies changes across the lifespan, including
cognitive, emotional, and social development. This section covers vocabulary
related to stages and theories of development.

Stages of Development
Key stages include infancy, childhood, adolescence, and adulthood. Terms such
as sensorimotor stage, preoperational stage, and formal operational stage
from Piaget’s theory are fundamental.

Theories of Development
Theories by Piaget, Erikson, and Kohlberg provide frameworks for
understanding development. Vocabulary includes concepts like attachment,



identity vs. role confusion, and moral reasoning.
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Motivation and Emotion
Motivation and emotion explore the forces driving behavior and the feelings
that accompany those behaviors. This section highlights important terminology
regarding theories and physiological bases.

Theories of Motivation
Theories explaining motivation include Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, drive-
reduction theory, and intrinsic vs. extrinsic motivation. These terms clarify
what energizes and directs behavior.

Emotion and Physiology
Emotion involves subjective experience, physiological response, and
expressive behavior. Terms such as James-Lange theory, Cannon-Bard theory,
and two-factor theory outline different models of emotional experience.
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Personality Theories
Personality theories attempt to explain individual differences in behavior,
thoughts, and emotions. This section introduces vocabulary from
psychoanalytic, humanistic, trait, and social-cognitive perspectives.

Psychoanalytic Perspective
Sigmund Freud’s theory includes key terms such as id, ego, superego, defense
mechanisms, and psychosexual stages.

Humanistic Perspective
The humanistic approach emphasizes self-actualization and personal growth,
with terms like unconditional positive regard and hierarchy of needs being
central.

Trait and Social-Cognitive Theories
Traits are stable characteristics measured by personality inventories, while
social-cognitive theories emphasize learning and cognition. Vocabulary
includes the Big Five traits and reciprocal determinism.
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Social Psychology
Social psychology investigates how individuals’ thoughts, feelings, and
behaviors are influenced by others. This section covers fundamental terms
related to social influence, group behavior, and attitudes.

Social Influence
Terms such as conformity, obedience, normative social influence, and
informational social influence are critical for understanding social
behavior.

Group Dynamics
Group-related vocabulary includes groupthink, social facilitation,
deindividuation, and social loafing, which describe behaviors in group
settings.

Attitudes and Persuasion
Understanding attitudes involves concepts like cognitive dissonance, central
route persuasion, and peripheral route persuasion.
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Abnormal Psychology and Treatment
This section focuses on terms describing psychological disorders and
therapeutic approaches. Understanding diagnostic criteria and treatment
methods is essential vocabulary for AP Psychology.

Psychological Disorders
Key terms include anxiety disorders, mood disorders, schizophrenia, and
personality disorders. Familiarity with DSM-5 and diagnostic categories is
important.

Therapeutic Approaches
Therapies include cognitive-behavioral therapy, psychoanalysis, humanistic
therapy, and biomedical treatments. Terms such as systematic desensitization
and electroconvulsive therapy appear frequently.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of 'operant conditioning' in
AP Psychology?
Operant conditioning is a type of learning where behavior is controlled by
consequences, such as rewards or punishments, influencing the likelihood of
that behavior occurring again.



How does 'classical conditioning' differ from
'operant conditioning'?
Classical conditioning involves learning through association between two
stimuli, while operant conditioning involves learning through consequences
following a behavior.

What does the term 'cognitive dissonance' mean in AP
Psychology?
Cognitive dissonance refers to the mental discomfort experienced when a
person holds two or more contradictory beliefs, values, or attitudes
simultaneously.

Can you explain the concept of 'neurotransmitters'
and their role in psychology?
Neurotransmitters are chemical messengers that transmit signals across
synapses between neurons, playing a crucial role in regulating mood,
behavior, and bodily functions.

What is the meaning of 'confirmation bias' in
psychological terms?
Confirmation bias is the tendency to search for, interpret, and remember
information in a way that confirms one's preexisting beliefs or hypotheses.

Define 'schema' as used in cognitive psychology.
A schema is a mental framework or organized pattern of thought that helps
individuals process and interpret information based on prior knowledge and
experience.

What is 'Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs' and its
significance in psychology?
Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs is a motivational theory proposing that human
needs are arranged in a hierarchy, starting from basic physiological needs to
self-actualization, suggesting people are motivated to fulfill lower-level
needs before higher-level ones.

Additional Resources
1. Essential AP Psychology Vocabulary: The Ultimate Study Guide
This book offers a comprehensive list of key terms and concepts essential for
mastering AP Psychology. Each vocabulary word is clearly defined and



accompanied by examples to enhance understanding. It is designed for students
aiming to boost their exam readiness with focused, efficient study.

2. AP Psychology Terms and Concepts Simplified
Ideal for beginners, this book breaks down complex psychological terminology
into easy-to-understand language. It includes mnemonic devices and quizzes to
help reinforce learning. The guide covers all major units of the AP
Psychology curriculum, ensuring thorough preparation.

3. The Complete AP Psychology Vocabulary Workbook
This workbook provides an extensive collection of psychology vocabulary with
exercises and review questions. It encourages active learning through
practice, helping students retain information better. The layout is user-
friendly, making self-study both effective and engaging.

4. Mastering AP Psychology Vocabulary: A Student’s Companion
Focused on vocabulary mastery, this companion book supports students
throughout their AP Psychology course. It includes detailed explanations and
real-world examples to illustrate terms. This resource is perfect for both
in-class study and exam review.

5. AP Psychology Flashcards: Key Terms and Definitions
This book features flashcards that highlight critical AP Psychology
vocabulary for quick memorization. Each card provides concise definitions and
contextual information. It’s an excellent tool for on-the-go review and group
study sessions.

6. Psychology Vocabulary for AP Success
Designed specifically for the AP Psychology exam, this book compiles the most
important vocabulary words with clear and concise definitions. It also offers
tips on how to apply these terms in essay responses and multiple-choice
questions. The focused approach helps students target their study efforts
effectively.

7. AP Psychology Vocabulary and Concepts Review Guide
This review guide organizes vocabulary by unit, making it easier to connect
terms with corresponding psychological theories and experiments. It includes
summaries and practice questions to test comprehension. The guide is a
helpful resource for reinforcing knowledge before the exam.

8. Interactive AP Psychology Vocabulary Practice
Combining vocabulary lists with interactive exercises, this book encourages
active engagement with the material. It features matching games, fill-in-the-
blanks, and crossword puzzles tailored to AP Psychology terms. The
interactive format makes studying more enjoyable and memorable.

9. AP Psychology Vocabulary and Terminology Explained
This book goes beyond definitions by explaining the significance and
application of key terms in psychological research and practice. It provides
context for each vocabulary word, linking it to real-life psychological
phenomena. Students gain a deeper understanding that supports both learning



and critical thinking.
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