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cornell engineering handbook serves as an essential resource for students, faculty, and staff within Cornell
University's College of Engineering. This comprehensive guide provides detailed information on academic
policies, degree requirements, course offerings, research opportunities, and student support services. The
handbook is designed to facilitate academic planning, ensure compliance with institutional standards, and
enhance the educational experience for engineering students. It also outlines procedures for advising,
registration, and graduation, making it a crucial tool throughout the engineering academic journey. This
article delves into the various sections of the Cornell engineering handbook, highlighting its structure,
purpose, and key components to help readers navigate the complex framework of the College of
Engineering effectively.
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Overview of the Cornell Engineering Handbook
The Cornell engineering handbook is a detailed manual that outlines the fundamental guidelines and
regulations governing the College of Engineering. It serves as the primary reference for understanding
academic expectations, administrative procedures, and student responsibilities. The handbook is updated
regularly to reflect changes in curriculum, policies, and university standards. It ensures that students
remain informed about crucial academic deadlines, program requirements, and opportunities for academic
enrichment.

Purpose and Scope
The primary purpose of the Cornell engineering handbook is to provide clear, authoritative information
that supports student success. It covers a broad range of topics including degree structures, course



descriptions, grading policies, and codes of conduct. The handbook is intended for use by undergraduate and
graduate students, faculty advisors, and administrative staff, ensuring that all parties have access to
consistent and accurate information about the College of Engineering.

Accessibility and Updates
The handbook is accessible online and is designed to be user-friendly, with sections organized logically for
ease of reference. Updates are issued annually or as needed to incorporate academic calendar changes, policy
revisions, and new program offerings. Students are encouraged to consult the latest version regularly to
stay current with requirements and opportunities.

Academic Programs and Degree Requirements
The Cornell engineering handbook provides an exhaustive overview of the academic programs available
within the College of Engineering. It details the curriculum requirements for all engineering disciplines,
including Bachelor of Science, Master of Engineering, Master of Science, and Ph.D. programs. This section
is crucial for students to understand the pathway to degree completion, including core courses, electives,
and specialization options.

Undergraduate Degree Requirements
Undergraduate engineering students must fulfill a combination of general education, foundational
engineering courses, major-specific classes, and technical electives. The handbook specifies credit
requirements, minimum GPA standards, and prerequisites necessary for progression through the program.
It also outlines policies related to transfer credits and course substitutions.

Graduate Degree Programs
Graduate offerings include professional and research-oriented degrees with well-defined requirements for
coursework, thesis work, and comprehensive examinations. The handbook elaborates on the expectations
for Master's and Ph.D. candidates, including timelines for program milestones and criteria for satisfactory
academic progress.

Core curriculum and major-specific courses

Elective and interdisciplinary options

Credit distribution and GPA requirements



Thesis and dissertation guidelines

Course Registration and Academic Policies
Course registration processes and academic policies form a significant component of the Cornell engineering
handbook. This section offers detailed instructions on enrollment procedures, add/drop deadlines, grading
systems, and academic integrity standards. Understanding these policies is essential for maintaining good
academic standing and ensuring a smooth educational experience.

Registration Procedures
The handbook outlines the step-by-step process for course registration, including priority enrollment
periods, waitlist management, and procedures for late registration. It also addresses the use of the
university’s registration platform and the role of academic advisors in course selection.

Grading and Academic Standing
Grading policies are clearly defined, including the interpretation of letter grades, grade point averages, and
pass/fail options. The handbook also explains academic probation rules, dismissal criteria, and the appeal
process for grade disputes. Maintaining academic integrity is emphasized throughout, with guidelines on
plagiarism, collaboration, and disciplinary actions.

Research and Internship Opportunities
The Cornell engineering handbook highlights the myriad research and internship opportunities available to
engineering students. These experiences are pivotal for practical learning, professional development, and
career readiness. The handbook provides information on how to engage with faculty-led research projects,
secure internships, and participate in co-curricular activities.

Undergraduate Research Programs
Students are encouraged to participate in independent or faculty-supervised research to deepen their
technical skills and contribute to innovative projects. The handbook lists various research centers and labs
within the College of Engineering where students can find opportunities aligned with their interests.



Internships and Cooperative Education
Internship programs are described in detail, including eligibility criteria, application processes, and credit
options for experiential learning. Cooperative education programs that alternate academic study with full-
time work experience are also covered, providing students with valuable industry exposure.

Faculty research groups and centers

Application procedures for internships

Credit and evaluation for experiential learning

Career development resources

Student Support and Resources
To foster academic success and personal well-being, the Cornell engineering handbook outlines various
student support services and resources. These include tutoring, counseling, career services, and accessibility
accommodations. The handbook serves as a guide to help students navigate available support systems and
maximize their educational outcomes.

Academic Advising and Tutoring
Structured advising programs help students plan their academic trajectory, select appropriate courses, and
address academic challenges. Peer tutoring and supplemental instruction services are also described,
offering additional academic assistance.

Career and Professional Development
The handbook emphasizes resources such as resume workshops, interview preparation, job fairs, and
networking events. These services are designed to prepare engineering students for successful careers and
graduate studies.

Advising and Graduation Procedures
Advising and graduation protocols are comprehensively detailed in the Cornell engineering handbook to



ensure students meet all requirements for degree conferral. This section provides guidance on academic
advising appointments, degree audits, and the application process for graduation.

Academic Advising Structure
The handbook describes the roles of faculty advisors, departmental advisors, and the engineering advising
office. It outlines the frequency and purpose of advising meetings and the importance of proactive academic
planning.

Graduation Requirements and Application
Students are guided through the checklist of requirements needed to graduate, including credit
completion, GPA thresholds, and necessary approvals. The process for submitting graduation applications
and attending commencement ceremonies is also explained.

Schedule and attend advising sessions regularly1.

Complete all degree requirements as outlined in the handbook2.

Apply for graduation by the specified deadline3.

Participate in exit interviews or surveys if required4.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Cornell Engineering Handbook?
The Cornell Engineering Handbook is a comprehensive guide provided by Cornell University's College of
Engineering that outlines academic policies, degree requirements, resources, and support services for
engineering students.

Where can I access the Cornell Engineering Handbook?
The Cornell Engineering Handbook is available online on the official Cornell Engineering website,
typically under the 'Resources' or 'Student Life' sections.



What information does the Cornell Engineering Handbook include about
course requirements?
The handbook details the curriculum requirements for each engineering major, including core courses,
electives, prerequisites, and credit hour expectations necessary for graduation.

How does the Cornell Engineering Handbook support students in
academic planning?
It offers guidance on course selection, degree pathways, academic policies, and procedures for petitions or
exceptions, helping students effectively plan their academic journey.

Are there any sections in the Cornell Engineering Handbook about
internships and career development?
Yes, the handbook often includes information on internship opportunities, career services, co-op programs,
and advice on professional development tailored for engineering students.

Does the Cornell Engineering Handbook provide resources for student
organizations and extracurricular activities?
Yes, it provides details on various engineering student organizations, clubs, competitions, and
extracurricular opportunities to enhance student engagement and professional growth.

Additional Resources
1. Cornell Engineering Handbook: Academic and Career Success
This comprehensive guide offers detailed information on academic policies, degree requirements, and
resources available to engineering students at Cornell University. It also provides career planning advice,
internship opportunities, and tips for professional development within the engineering disciplines. A must-
have for any Cornell engineering student aiming to navigate their academic journey successfully.

2. Engineering Fundamentals: An Introduction to Cornell's Curriculum
This book breaks down the core engineering courses and foundational concepts taught at Cornell. It serves
as a primer for incoming students, helping them understand the structure and expectations of their
engineering education. Alongside technical content, it discusses study strategies and project-based learning
approaches used in the program.

3. Professional Skills for Engineers at Cornell
Focusing on soft skills development, this title guides engineering students through communication,



teamwork, leadership, and ethical decision-making. It includes examples and case studies relevant to
Cornell’s engineering community and highlights how these skills complement technical expertise in the
workplace.

4. Research Opportunities in Cornell Engineering
This book explores the diverse research facilities, labs, and projects available to undergraduate and graduate
students in Cornell’s engineering school. It details how students can get involved, secure funding, and
collaborate with faculty on cutting-edge engineering challenges. The volume encourages active
participation in research to enhance academic and career prospects.

5. Engineering Design and Innovation at Cornell
Dedicated to the principles of design thinking and innovation, this book showcases Cornell engineering
projects that have led to significant technological advancements. It outlines the design process, from ideation
to prototyping and testing, emphasizing creativity and practical problem-solving skills.

6. Internships and Co-op Programs for Cornell Engineers
This guide provides practical advice on securing and maximizing internships and cooperative education
experiences. It covers resume building, interview preparation, and networking strategies tailored to
engineering students at Cornell. Real-life success stories illustrate how experiential learning complements
classroom education.

7. Graduate Studies and Beyond in Cornell Engineering
This resource assists students considering advanced degrees with information on graduate programs,
application tips, and funding opportunities within Cornell’s engineering school. It also discusses career paths
in academia, industry, and government research, helping students plan their professional futures.

8. Engineering Ethics and Social Responsibility at Cornell
Addressing the ethical challenges engineers face, this book integrates Cornell’s approach to responsible
engineering practice. It includes discussions on sustainability, safety, and societal impact, fostering a mindset
of accountability and integrity among engineering students.

9. Leadership and Team Dynamics in Cornell Engineering Projects
This title explores the importance of leadership roles and effective team collaboration in engineering
projects at Cornell. It offers frameworks and tools for managing diverse teams, resolving conflicts, and
driving project success, preparing students for leadership positions in their careers.
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