CPA EXAM IN CALIFORNIA REQUIREMENTS

CPA EXAM IN CALIFORNIA REQUIREMENTS ARE ESSENTIAL CRITERIA THAT ASPIRING CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS MUST MEET
TO BECOME LICENSED PROFESSIONALS IN THE STATE. UUNDERSTANDING THESE REQUIREMENTS HELPS CANDIDATES PREPARE
ADEQUATELY FOR THE CHALLENGES OF THE CPA EXAMINATION AND THE SUBSEQUENT LICENSING PROCESS. FROM EDUCATIONAL
QUALIFICATIONS AND EXAMINATION ELIGIBILITY TO EXPERIENCE PREREQUISITES AND APPLICATION PROCEDURES, CALIFORNIA'S
CPA EXAM REQUIREMENTS ARE COMPREHENSIVE AND DESIGNED TO ENSURE ONLY QUALIFIED INDIVIDUALS ENTER THE PROFESSION.
THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE DETAILED REQUIREMENTS FOR SITTING THE CPA EXAM IN CALIFORNIA, INCLUDING ACADEMIC
STANDARDS, EXAMINATION CONTENT, WORK EXPERIENCE, AND ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS. ADDITIONALLY, IT HIGHLIGHTS THE
STEPS TO APPLY AND MAINTAIN CPA LICENSURE ONCE OBTAINED. BY THOROUGHLY REVIEWING THESE REQUIREMENTS,
CANDIDATES CAN EFFECTIVELY NAVIGATE THE PATH TO BECOMING A LICENSED CPA IN CALIFORNIA.

EbucATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CPA ExAM IN CALIFORNIA

e EXAMINATION ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION PROCESS

ExPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS FOR CPA LICENSURE

CALIFORNIA CPA ExaM CONTENT AND STRUCTURE

ETHics AND CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS

EbucATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CPA ExAM IN CALIFORNIA

THE EDUCATIONAL PREREQUISITES FORM THE FOUNDATION OF THE CPA EXAM IN CALIFORNIA REQUIREMENTS. CANDIDATES MUST
MEET SPECIFIC ACADEMIC STANDARDS SET BY THE CALIFORNIA BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY (CBA) TO QUALIFY FOR THE CPA
EXAM. THESE REQUIREMENTS ENSURE THAT APPLICANTS POSSESS THE NECESSARY KNOWLEDGE BASE BEFORE ATTEMPTING THE
EXAMINATION.

BACHELOR’s DEGREE AND SEMESTER HOUR REQUIREMENTS

CALIFORNIA MANDATES THAT CANDIDATES EARN A BACHELOR’S DEGREE OR HIGHER FROM AN ACCREDITED INSTITUTION. THIS
DEGREE MUST INCLUDE A MINIMUM OF 150 SEMESTER UNITS, WHICH TYPICALLY EXCEEDS THE STANDARD FOUR-YEAR
UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM.

ReQUIRED COURSEWORK

THE 150 SEMESTER UNITS MUST INCLUDE SPECIFIC ACCOUNTING AND BUSINESS COURSES. THE REQUIRED COURSEW ORK
INCLUDES:

® 24 SEMESTER UNITS IN ACCOUNTING SUBJECTS SUCH AS FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING, AUDITING, TAXATION, AND
MANAGERIAL ACCOUNTING

e 24 SEMESTER UNITS IN BUSINESS-RELATED SUBJECTS INCLUDING BUSINESS LAW , FINANCE, ECONOMICS, AND MANAGEMENT
® ADDITIONAL GENERAL EDUCATION COURSES AS PART OF THE TOTAL 150 SEMESTER UNITS

THESE RIGOROUS ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS ENSURE CANDIDATES HAVE A WELL-ROUNDED EDUCATION ESSENTIAL FOR THE CPA
PROFESSION.



EXAMINATION ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION PROCESS

MEETING EDUCATIONAL CRITERIA IS ONLY THE FIRST STEP IN FULFILLING THE CPA EXAM IN CALIFORNIA REQUIREMENTS.
CANDIDATES MUST ALSO NAVIGATE THE ELIGIBILITY VERIFICATION AND APPLICATION PROCESS TO SCHEDULE AND TAKE THE
CPA exam.

SUBMITTING THE INITIAL APPLICATION

PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES MUST SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE CALIFORNIA BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY, INCLUDING
TRANSCRIPTS AND OTHER SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS VERIFYING THEIR ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS. ONCE THE APPLICATION IS
APPROVED, CANDIDATES RECEIVE A NOTICE TO SCHEDULE (NTS), WHICH PERMITS THEM TO SCHEDULE THEIR EXAM SECTIONS.

ExAM SECTIONS AND SCHEDULING

THE CPA EXAM CONSISTS OF FOUR SECTIONS, AND CANDIDATES CAN TAKE THEM IN ANY ORDER. AFTER RECEIVING THE NTS,
CANDIDATES MUST SCHEDULE THEIR EXAMS THROUGH THE DESIGNATED TESTING PROVIDER WITHIN THE ELIGIBILITY PERIOD. EACH
SECTION TESTS DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF ACCOUNTING KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS.

Fees AND APPLICATION TIMING

APPLICATION FEES VARY FOR INITIAL APPLICATION, EXAMINATION FEES PER SECTION, AND RE-EXAMINATION IF NECESSARY. IT1s
IMPORTANT TO APPLY WELL IN ADVANCE DUE TO PROCESSING TIMES AND EXAM SCHEDULING AV AILABILITY.

EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS FOR CP A LICENSURE

ASIDE FROM PASSING THE CPA EXAM, CALIFORNIA REQUIRES CANDIDATES TO FULFILL SPECIFIC EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS
BEFORE OBTAINING LICENSURE. THIS PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE ENSURES PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE AND COMPETENCE IN
ACCOUNTING PRACTICES.

DURATION AND T YPE OF EXPERIENCE

CANDIDATES MUST COMPLETE AT LEAST 12 MONTHS (EQUIVALENT To 2,000 HOURS) OF QUALIFYING WORK EXPERIENCE. THIS
EXPERIENCE MUST BE:

e GAINED UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF A LICENSED CPA OR A PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT WITH EQUIVALENT CREDENTIALS
o N ACCOUNTING, AUDITING, TAXATION, OR RELATED FIELDS

® DOCUMENTED AND VERIFIABLE THROUGH EMPLOYER OR SUPERVISOR ATTESTATION

EXPERIENCE VERIFICATION

THE CALIFORNIA BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY REQUIRES CANDIDATES TO SUBMIT DETAILED EXPERIENCE VERIFICATION FORMS
SIGNED BY THE SUPERVISING CPA. THIS VERIFICATION IS A CRITICAL PART OF THE LICENSURE APPLICATION AND MUST
DEMONSTRATE THAT THE CANDIDATE HAS ATTAINED SUFFICIENT PRACTICAL EXPERTISE.



CALIFORNIA CPA ExaM CONTENT AND STRUCTURE

(UNDERSTANDING THE CONTENT AND FORMAT OF THE CPA EXAM IS CRUCIAL FOR MEETING THE CPA EXAM IN CALIFORNIA
REQUIREMENTS. THE UNIFORM CPA EXAMINATION IS DIVIDED INTO FOUR SECTIONS, EACH DESIGNED TO TEST DISTINCT
KNOWLEDGE AREAS.

AUDITING AND ATTESTATION (AUD)

THIS SECTION EVALUATES KNOWLEDGE OF AUDITING PROCEDURES, GENERALLY ACCEPTED AUDITING STANDARDS, AND
PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES INVOLVED IN ATTESTATION ENGAGEMENTS.

BusiNess ENVIRONMENT AND ConcepTs (BEC)

BEC coOVERS CORPORATE GOVERNANCE, ECONOMIC CONCEPTS, FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY, AND
BUSINESS OPERATIONS RELEVANT TO ACCOUNTING PROFESSIONALS.

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING AND RePorTING (FAR)

FAR TESTS CANDIDATES ON FINANCIAL STATEMENT PREPARATION, ACCOUNTING STANDARDS, AND REPORTING FOR VARIOUS
ENTITIES INCLUDING GOVERNMENTAL AND NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS.

RecuLATION (REG)

REG FOCUSES ON FEDERAL TAXATION, ETHICS, PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES, AND BUSINESS LAW AFFECTING ACCOUNTING
PROFESSIONALS.

ExAM FORMAT AND SCORING

EACH SECTION CONSISTS OF MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, TASK-BASED SIMULATIONS, AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATION TASKS
(INBEC onLY). CANDIDATES MUST ACHIEVE A MINIMUM SCORE OF 75 ON EACH SECTION TO PASS. THEY HAVE AN 18-MONTH
ROLLING WINDOW TO PASS ALL FOUR SECTIONS.

ETHICS AND CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS

BeYoND PASSING THE CPA EXAM AND FULFILLING EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS, CANDIDATES MUST ALSO COMPLY WITH ETHICS
AND CONTINUING EDUCATION MANDATES TO OBTAIN AND MAINTAIN CPA LICENSURE IN CALIFORNIA.,

ETHICS EXAMINATION

CALIFORNIA REQUIRES CANDIDATES TO PASS AN ETHICS EXAM, WHICH USUALLY INVOLVES COMPLETING A SELF-STUDY COURSE
ON PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT AND ETHICAL STANDARDS FOR CPAS. THIS ENSURES THAT LICENSEES UPHOLD THE INTEGRITY AND
ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PROFESSION.

CONTINUING ProFessionaL EbucaTion (CPE)

ONCE LICENSED, CPAs IN CALIFORNIA MUST COMPLETE CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION COURSES REGULARLY TO



MAINTAIN THEIR LICENSES. THE CPE REQUIREMENTS INCLUDE:

o MiNIMUM oF 80 Hours ofF CPE EVERY TWO YEARS
e AT LEAST 20 HOURS EACH YEAR

® SPECIFIC HOURS IN ETHICS COURSES EVERY RENEWAL PERIOD

CPE ensures THAT CPAS STAY CURRENT WITH EVOLVING ACCOUNTING STANDARDS, LAWS, AND PROFESSIONAL PRACTICES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS TO SIT FOR THE CPA EXAM IN
CALIFORNIA?

To sIT For THE CPA ExAM IN CALIFORNIA, CANDIDATES MUST HAVE COMPLETED 150 SEMESTER UNITS OF EDUCATION
INCLUDING A BACHELOR'S DEGREE OR HIGHER FROM AN ACCREDITED INSTITUTION, WITH SPECIFIC COURSEWORK IN ACCOUNTING,
BUSINESS-RELATED SUBJECTS, AND ETHICS.

IS A BACHELOR'S DEGREE MANDATORY TO TAKE THE CPA ExAM IN CALIFORNIA?

YES, A BACHELOR'S DEGREE OR HIGHER FROM AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY IS MANDATORY TO QUALIFY FOR THE
CPA exaM IN CALIFORNIA.

How MANY ACCOUNTING UNITS ARE REQUIRED TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE CPA EXAM IN
CALIFORNIA?

CALIFORNIA REQUIRES AT LEAST 24 SEMESTER UNITS IN ACCOUNTING SUBJECTS, WHICH INCLUDE FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING,
AUDITING, TAXATION, AND MANAGERIAL ACCOUNTING.

ARE THERE ANY ETHICS REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CALIFORNIA CPA EXAM CANDIDATES?

YES, CANDIDATES MUST COMPLETE AT LEAST 10 SEMESTER UNITS IN ETHICS EDUCATION AS PART OF THE 150 SEMESTER UNITS
REQUIRED TO SIT FOR THE CPA ExAM IN CALIFORNIA.

CAN INTERNATIONAL CANDIDATES APPLY FOR THE CPA ExXAM IN CALIFORNIA?

YES, INTERNATIONAL CANDIDATES CAN APPLY, BUT THEIR EDUCATIONAL CREDENTIALS MUST BE EVALUATED FOR EQUIVALENCY
To CALIFORNIA'S 150 SEMESTER UNIT REQUIREMENT AND MUST MEET ALL SUBJECT-SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.

IS WORK EXPERIENCE REQUIRED BEFORE TAKING THE CPA EXAM IN CALIFORNIA?

NO, WORK EXPERIENCE IS NOT REQUIRED TO SIT FOR THE CPA EXAM IN CALIFORNIA, BUT IT IS REQUIRED FOR CP A LICENSURE
AFTER PASSING THE EXAM.

WHAT IS THE MINIMUM AGE REQUIREMENT TO TAKE THE CPA EXAM IN CALIFORNIA?

THERE IS NO SPECIFIC MINIMUM AGE REQUIREMENT TO TAKE THE CPA EXAM IN CALIFORNIA, BUT CANDIDATES MUST MEET ALL
EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FIRST.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. CALIFornIA CPA ExAM REQUIREMENTS AND LICENSING GUIDE

THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DETAILS THE SPECIFIC EDUCATIONAL AND EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS FOR BECOMING A LICENSED CPA
IN CALIFORNIA. |IT COVERS THE 150-SEMESTER HOUR RULE, THE NECESSARY ACCOUNTING COURSEWORK, AND THE CALIFORNIA
BoARD OF ACCOUNTANCY’S EXPERIENCE VERIFICATION PROCESS. IDEAL FOR ASPIRING CPAS, IT ALSO EXPLAINS THE
APPLICATION STEPS AND TIMELINES TO STREAMLINE THE LICENSING JOURNEY.

2. CPA Exam Review: CALIFORNIA EDITION

T AILORED SPECIFICALLY FOR CANDIDATES IN CALIFORNIA, THIS EXAM REVIEW BOOK PROVIDES TARGETED STRATEGIES AND
STUDY PLANS ALIGNED WITH THE STATE’S REQUIREMENTS. | T INCLUDES PRACTICE QUESTIONS, EXAM TIPS, AND INSIGHTS INTO
THE CALIFORNIA-SPECIFIC LAWS AND REGULATIONS THAT IMPACT THE CPA EXAM. THIS RESOURCE IS PERFECT FOR THOSE WHO
WANT TO ENSURE THEIR STUDY MATERIAL IS FULLY RELEVANT TO CALIFORNIA’S CPA LANDSCAPE.

3. AccoUNTING EbucATION FOR CALIFORNIA CPA CANDIDATES

FOCUSING ON THE EDUCATIONAL PREREQUISITES, THIS BOOK OUTLINES THE NECESSARY ACCOUNTING COURSES AND CREDIT
HOURS MANDATED BY THE CALIFORNIA BOARD OF ACCOUNTANCY. |T ALSO OFFERS GUIDANCE ON SELECTING APPROPRIATE
UNIVERSITY PROGRAMS AND FULFILLING THE ETHICS REQUIREMENT. STUDENTS AND EDUCATORS ALIKE WILL FIND THIS BOOK
HELPFUL FOR NAVIGATING CALIFORNIA’S UNIQUE EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS.

4. CaLiForNIA CPA EXPERIENCE AND ETHICS REQUIREMENTS EXPLAINED

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE AND ETHICS COMPONENTS REQUIRED FOR CPA LICENSURE IN CALIFORNIA. [T
EXPLAINS ACCEPTABLE WORK EXPERIENCE, SUPERVISION CRITERIA, AND THE ETHICS EXAM CONTENT. READERS GAIN A CLEAR
UNDERSTANDING OF HOW TO DOCUMENT AND VERIFY THEIR PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE TO MEET CALIFORNIA’S CPA LICENSING
STANDARDS.

5. PrepARING FOR THE CALIFORNIA CPA ExAM: A STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH

DESIGNED TO ASSIST CANDIDATES FROM INITIAL ELIGIBILITY THROUGH EXAM COMPLETION, THIS BOOK BREAKS DOWN THE ENTIRE
CPA ExAM PROCESS IN CALIFORNIA. |T OFFERS CHECKLISTS, TIMELINES, AND ADVICE ON BALANCING STUDY WITH WORK AND
PERSONAL COMMITMENTS. THE GUIDE ALSO INCLUDES TIPS ON REGISTERING FOR THE EXAM AND UNDERSTANDING THE SCORING
SYSTEM USED IN CALIFORNIA.

6. CaLiForniA CPA LAw AND REGULATION HANDBOOK

THIS HANDBOOK PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE LEGAL AND REGULATORY ENVIRONMENT GOVERNING CPAS IN CALIFORNIA.
IT COVERS STATE-SPECIFIC STATUTES, RULES OF PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT, AND DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES. CPA CANDIDATES
AND PRACTITIONERS WILL BENEFIT FROM THIS DETAILED RESOURCE TO UNDERSTAND THEIR LEGAL RESPONSIBILITIES AND
COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS.

7. EssentiaLs oF CALIFORNIA CPA Exam CONTENT AND FORMAT

FOCUSING ON THE CONTENT AND STRUCTURE OF THE CPA EXAM AS ADMINISTERED IN CALIFORNIA, THIS BOOK EXPLAINS EACH
TEST SECTION, QUESTION TYPES, AND TIME ALLOCATIONS. |T HIGHLIGHTS ANY VARIATIONS FROM THE NATIONAL UNIFORM CPA
EXAM FORMAT DUE TO STATE-SPECIFIC CONSIDERATIONS. CANDIDATES CAN USE THIS GUIDE TO TAILOR THEIR STUDY APPROACH
EFFECTIVELY.

8. MasTerING THE CALIFORNIA CPA ETHICS EXAM

THIS SPECIALIZED BOOK TARGETS THE ETHICS PORTION OF THE CP A LICENSING REQUIREMENTS IN CALIFORNIA. | T REVIEWS KEY
ETHICAL PRINCIPLES, CASE STUDIES, AND SAMPLE QUESTIONS SIMILAR TO THOSE FOUND ON THE CALIFORNIA PROFESSIONAL
ETHics ExaM (PETH). THE BOOK SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL TOOL FOR CANDIDATES TO CONFIDENTLY PASS THE ETHICS
EXAMINATION.

9. CPA Exam APPLICATION AND LICENSING PROCEDURES IN CALIFORNIA

DETAILING THE ADMINISTRATIVE SIDE OF BECOMING A CPA IN CALIFORNIA, THIS BOOK WALKS READERS THROUGH THE
APPLICATION PROCESS, FEE STRUCTURES, AND DOCUMENTATION REQUIREMENTS. |T ALSO EXPLAINS COMMON PITFALLS AND HOW
TO AVOID DELAYS IN LICENSING. THIS PRACTICAL GUIDE ENSURES CANDIDATES ARE WELL-PREPARED FOR EVERY STEP BEYOND
JUST PASSING THE EXAM.
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