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cu boulder commencement 2023 marked a significant milestone for thousands of graduates

celebrating the culmination of their academic journeys at the University of Colorado Boulder. This

annual event brought together students, faculty, families, and community members to honor the

achievements across various disciplines. The 2023 commencement featured inspiring speeches,

recognition of academic excellence, and the conferral of degrees in a ceremony that reflected CU

Boulder’s commitment to fostering leadership and innovation. With a blend of tradition and

contemporary celebration, the event underscored the university’s role in shaping future professionals

and contributors to society. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the cu boulder

commencement 2023, including event details, key highlights, participant information, and logistical

considerations. Readers will gain insight into what made this commencement unique and important

within the academic calendar.
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Event Overview and Schedule

The cu boulder commencement 2023 was a well-organized event spanning multiple days to

accommodate the diverse academic programs and the large number of graduates. The university

scheduled ceremonies for undergraduate, graduate, and professional degree recipients, ensuring that

each group received tailored recognition. The event schedule was designed to allow ample time for

processing, seating, and celebration without unnecessary delays. Key segments of the ceremony

included the academic procession, remarks from university officials, the conferral of degrees, and the

turning of the tassel tradition symbolizing graduation.

Ceremony Dates and Times

The commencement ceremonies were held over a series of dates in May 2023, with specific times

allocated to different colleges and schools within the university. Morning and afternoon sessions

allowed for the smooth flow of attendees and provided flexibility for families and guests. Attendees

were advised to arrive early to manage parking and seating arrangements.

Program Highlights

Each ceremony featured the presentation of graduates, announcements of honors and awards, and

inspirational speeches. The program emphasized academic achievement, community contribution, and

the university’s vision for future graduates. Special recognition was given to students who

demonstrated outstanding leadership, research excellence, and community service.

Location and Venue Details

The cu boulder commencement 2023 took place primarily at the university’s Folsom Field, an iconic

outdoor stadium known for hosting large-scale events. This venue was selected for its capacity to

accommodate thousands of attendees, including graduates, family members, and faculty. The open-air



setting provided a festive atmosphere while accommodating health and safety protocols as needed.

Folsom Field Features

Folsom Field is equipped with ample seating, clear sightlines, and accessible facilities, making it an

ideal location for commencement ceremonies. The stadium features ADA-compliant seating areas and

restroom facilities to ensure comfort and accessibility for all attendees. Additionally, large video

screens and sound systems enhanced the viewing experience, allowing guests to clearly see and hear

the proceedings.

Alternative Venues

In case of inclement weather, the university had contingency plans to move smaller ceremonies

indoors to other campus facilities such as the CU Events Center. These backup locations provided a

safe and comfortable environment while maintaining the celebratory spirit of commencement.

Keynote Speakers and Honors

A hallmark of the cu boulder commencement 2023 was the selection of distinguished keynote

speakers who delivered motivational addresses to the graduating class. These speakers were chosen

for their achievements, leadership, and alignment with CU Boulder’s values. Their messages focused

on the importance of perseverance, innovation, and social responsibility as graduates embark on their

post-collegiate journeys.

Notable Keynote Speakers

The 2023 commencement featured a diverse lineup of speakers from various professional and

academic backgrounds, including university leaders, alumni, and prominent figures in industry and

public service. Each speaker brought unique perspectives and experiences to inspire graduates and



guests alike.

Academic and Service Honors

During the ceremonies, CU Boulder recognized students who achieved academic distinction, including

summa cum laude, magna cum laude, and cum laude honors. Additionally, awards acknowledged

exemplary contributions to community service, leadership roles, and research achievements. These

honors highlighted the breadth of student success celebrated at the commencement.

Graduate Participation and Degree Conferral

The cu boulder commencement 2023 formally conferred degrees upon thousands of students

representing a wide array of disciplines, including arts and sciences, engineering, business, education,

and more. The process of participation in the ceremony required graduates to fulfill all academic

requirements and register for the event through the university’s commencement office.

Degree Types and Schools

Degrees awarded included bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral, and professional certificates. Each school

within the university held ceremonies that reflected the unique traditions of their academic community

while maintaining the overarching themes of achievement and future opportunity.

Graduate Attire and Protocol

Graduates wore traditional academic regalia, including caps, gowns, and hoods appropriate to their

degree level and field of study. The ceremony followed established protocols such as lining up by

degree and name, crossing the stage to receive diplomas, and participating in the symbolic turning of

the tassel. These customs reinforced the solemnity and significance of the occasion.



Family and Guest Information

Family members and guests played an integral role in the cu boulder commencement 2023, providing

support and celebration for the graduates. The university offered detailed guidance to ensure that

attendees had a positive and memorable experience during the ceremonies.

Attendance Guidelines

Guests were encouraged to arrive early to secure seating and were informed of capacity limits and

ticketing requirements, where applicable. The university provided information on parking, transportation

options, and recommendations for accommodating guests with special needs.

Onsite Amenities for Guests

Facilities at the venue included concessions, restrooms, and designated areas for family photos.

Signage and volunteers were available throughout the site to assist guests in navigating the event and

accessing services. These amenities contributed to a welcoming atmosphere for all attendees.

Logistics and Accessibility

The cu boulder commencement 2023 was supported by comprehensive logistical planning to facilitate

smooth operations and accessibility. The university’s commitment to inclusivity ensured that all

participants and guests could fully engage in the celebrations.

Transportation and Parking

Shuttle services and designated parking areas were arranged to manage the influx of attendees.

Information about public transportation options and ride-sharing services was provided to minimize

traffic congestion and environmental impact.



Accessibility Services

CU Boulder emphasized accessibility by offering accommodations such as wheelchair-accessible

seating, sign language interpreters, and assistive listening devices. These services ensured that

individuals with disabilities could participate fully in the commencement activities.

Photography and Memorabilia

Capturing the memories of the cu boulder commencement 2023 was a priority for graduates and their

families. The university partnered with professional photographers to document the ceremonies and

provide keepsakes.

Official Photography

Professional photographers were stationed at key points to take individual and group photos as

graduates crossed the stage. These images were made available for purchase through official

university channels, allowing graduates to preserve their milestone moment.

Memorabilia and Keepsakes

Graduates had the opportunity to acquire official CU Boulder merchandise, including caps, gowns, and

commemorative items. These memorabilia serve as lasting reminders of the academic

accomplishments and the community spirit experienced during commencement.

Official commencement programs

Class rings and pins

Custom diploma frames



Graduation announcements and invitations

Frequently Asked Questions

When is the CU Boulder Commencement 2023 scheduled?

The CU Boulder Commencement 2023 is scheduled for May 13, 2023.

Where will the CU Boulder Commencement 2023 ceremony be held?

The ceremony will be held at Folsom Field on the University of Colorado Boulder campus.

How can graduates register for CU Boulder Commencement 2023?

Graduates can register for the commencement through the CU Boulder commencement website by

completing the online RSVP form.

Are there any guest restrictions for CU Boulder Commencement

2023?

CU Boulder typically allows each graduate to bring a limited number of guests; for 2023, the specific

guest count will be communicated by the university prior to the ceremony.

What COVID-19 protocols will be in place for CU Boulder

Commencement 2023?

As of 2023, CU Boulder has lifted most COVID-19 restrictions but recommends following any updated

health guidelines provided before the event.



Will there be a virtual option to watch CU Boulder Commencement

2023?

Yes, CU Boulder usually streams the commencement ceremony live on their official website for those

who cannot attend in person.

What should graduates wear for CU Boulder Commencement 2023?

Graduates should wear their academic regalia, including caps and gowns, which can be ordered

through the CU Boulder bookstore or authorized vendors.

Are there any special speakers or honorees at CU Boulder

Commencement 2023?

The university typically announces keynote speakers and honorary degree recipients on the

commencement webpage ahead of the ceremony.

How can family and friends prepare for attending CU Boulder

Commencement 2023?

Family and friends should check the official CU Boulder commencement website for parking

information, seating arrangements, and recommended arrival times.

Additional Resources

1. CU Boulder Commencement 2023: A Celebration of Achievement

This book captures the spirit and significance of the CU Boulder Commencement ceremony held in

2023. It features speeches from keynote speakers, highlights of student achievements, and memorable

moments from the event. Through photographs and personal stories, readers gain insight into the

journey of the graduates and the university’s commitment to excellence.



2. The Journey to Graduation: Stories from CU Boulder’s Class of 2023

A collection of inspiring stories from the CU Boulder Class of 2023, this book delves into the

challenges, triumphs, and unique experiences of the graduates. It explores how students balanced

academics, extracurricular activities, and personal growth. This compilation offers a heartfelt look at

what it means to be a Buff and the diverse paths leading to commencement.

3. Reflections and Aspirations: CU Boulder Commencement 2023 Speeches

This volume presents the full texts of commencement speeches delivered during CU Boulder’s 2023

graduation ceremony. Featuring addresses from university leaders, faculty, and distinguished guests,

the book emphasizes themes of perseverance, innovation, and community impact. It serves as an

enduring source of inspiration for graduates and their families.

4. Buffs Beyond the Boulder: Where CU Boulder Class of 2023 Are Headed Next

Tracking the post-graduation plans of the CU Boulder Class of 2023, this book profiles alumni pursuing

careers, graduate studies, and other ventures. It highlights the diverse fields and industries that new

graduates are entering and showcases their ambitions to make a positive difference. Readers gain

perspective on how CU Boulder prepares students for the future.

5. Traditions and Triumphs: The History Behind CU Boulder’s Commencement

Offering a historical overview, this book traces the evolution of CU Boulder’s commencement

ceremonies leading up to 2023. It explores longstanding traditions, symbolic rituals, and the growing

diversity of the university community. Through archival images and narratives, readers appreciate the

significance of graduation day in the life of the campus.

6. Caps, Gowns, and Dreams: A Visual Journey Through CU Boulder Commencement 2023

Filled with vibrant photographs, this book visually documents the 2023 commencement events at CU

Boulder. From the excitement of the procession to candid moments among graduates and families, it

captures the joy and emotion of the day. The photo essays complement stories that celebrate

achievement and new beginnings.

7. Voices of the Class of 2023: Student Perspectives on CU Boulder Commencement



This book compiles essays, poems, and reflections written by graduates about their experiences

leading up to and during the 2023 commencement. It offers diverse viewpoints on academic

challenges, personal growth, and the meaning of graduation. The collection provides an intimate

portrayal of the student body’s collective and individual journeys.

8. Leadership and Legacy: CU Boulder’s Impact Through the Class of 2023

Focusing on the leadership roles and community contributions of the 2023 graduates, this book

highlights how students have shaped campus culture and extended their influence beyond the

university. It includes profiles of student leaders, activists, and innovators who have left a lasting

legacy. The narrative underscores the ongoing impact of CU Boulder alumni.

9. From Boulder to the World: Global Stories of CU Boulder Commencement 2023 Graduates

This book explores the international backgrounds and future aspirations of CU Boulder’s globally

diverse Class of 2023. Featuring interviews and stories, it illustrates how the university fosters a global

perspective and prepares students for worldwide challenges and opportunities. Readers are introduced

to graduates making an impact on a global scale.
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