DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY BOOK CLUB QUESTIONS

DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY BOOK CLUB QUESTIONS SERVE AS AN ESSENTIAL GUIDE FOR READERS AIMING TO DELVE DEEPER INTO THE
INTRICACIES OF ERIk LARSON’S ACCLAIMED NONFICTION WORK. THIS BOOK COMBINES THE FASCINATING HISTORICAL BACKDROP
ofF THE 1893 CHIcAGO W ORLD’S FAIR WITH THE CHILLING NARRATIVE OF SERIAL KILLER H.H. HOLMES. EFFECTIVE BOOK CLUB
QUESTIONS FACILITATE MEANINGFUL DISCUSSIONS BY EXPLORING THEMES, CHARACTERS, HISTORICAL CONTEXT, AND LARSON’S
NARRATIVE TECHNIQUES. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL EXPLORE A VARIETY OF DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY BOOK CLUB QUESTIONS
DESIGNED TO PROMPT CRITICAL THINKING AND ENHANCE COMPREHENSION. ADDITIONALLY, THE ARTICLE WILL COVER THEMATIC
INQUIRIES, CHARACTER ANALYSES, AND DISCUSSION PROMPTS RELEVANT TO THE ARCHITECTURAL AND CRIMINAL ELEMENTS OF
THE BOOK. THESE QUESTIONS WILL NOT ONLY GUIDE GROUP DISCUSSIONS BUT ALSO ENCOURAGE READERS TO ANALYZE THE
INTERPLAY BETWEEN FACT AND STORYTELLING IN THE TEXT.

¢ THEMATIC ExPLORATION QUESTIONS

o CHARACTER AND MOTIVATION QUESTIONS

e HisTorICAL CONTEXT AND SETTING QUESTIONS

e ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING FOCUSED (QUESTIONS
e CRIMINAL ELEMENTS AND PsycHOLOGICAL Discussion

® NARRATIVE STYLE AND AUTHORIAL TECHNIQUES

® SUGGESTED DiscussioN ACTIVITIES FOR Book CLuBs

THEMATIC EXPLORATION QUESTIONS

UNDERSTANDING THE CORE THEMES OF DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY IS CRUCIAL FOR A COMPREHENSIVE BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION.
THESE QUESTIONS FOCUS ON THE BROADER IDEAS L ARSON PRESENTS, INCLUDING PROGRESS VERSUS DARKNESS, THE DUALITY OF
HUMAN NATURE, AND THE CONTRAST BETWEEN CREATION AND DESTRUCTION.

\W/HAT DOES THE BOOK SUGGEST ABOUT THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INNOVATION AND
MORALITY?

THIS QUESTION ENCOURAGES READERS TO REFLECT ON HOW THE ADVANCEMENTS SHOWCASED AT THE CHICAGO WORLD’s FAIR
COEXIST WITH THE SINISTER ACTIVITIES OF H.H. HOLMES. IT PROBES THE TENSION BETWEEN HUMAN PROGRESS AND ETHICAL
BOUNDARIES.

How IS THE THEME OF DUALITY REPRESENTED THROUGH THE JUXTAPOSITION OF THE
W orLD’s FAIR AND HOLMES’s CRIMES?

EXPLORING DUALITY OFFERS INSIGHT INTO HOW LLARSON CONTRASTS BEAUTY AND HORROR, HIGHLIGHTING THE COEXISTENCE OF
LIGHT AND DARKNESS IN HUMAN SOCIETY AND INDIVIDUAL CHARACTER.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE BOOK ADDRESS THE CONCEPT OF THE AMERICAN DREAM?

PARTICIPANTS CAN DISCUSS HOW THE FAIR SYMBOLIZES AMBITION, SUCCESS, AND INNOVATION, WHILE HoLMES’s sTORY



REVEALS THE DARKER SIDE OF OPPORTUNISM AND DECEIT WITHIN THE SAME ERA.

CHARACTER AND MOTIVATION QUESTIONS

EXAMINING THE PERSONALITIES AND MOTIVATIONS OF KEY FIGURES IN THE BOOK ENRICHES UNDERSTANDING OF THE NARRATIVE’S
HUMAN ELEMENT. THESE QUESTIONS FOCUS ON THE MAIN CHARACTERS AND THEIR PSYCHOLOGICAL AND EMOTIONAL DRIVES.

How poes DANIEL BURNHAM’S LEADERSHIP STYLE INFLUENCE THE OUTCOME OF THE
W orLD’s FAIR?

THIS QUESTION INVITES DISCUSSION ABOUT BURNHAM’S ROLE AS A VISIONARY YET PRAGMATIC LEADER, EXAMINING HOW HIS
DECISIONS AND PERSONALITY SHAPE THE FAIR’S SUCCESS.

WHAT MOTIVATIONS DRIVE H.H. HOLMES, AND HOW DO THEY REFLECT THE SOCIAL
CONTEXT OF THE PERIOD?

READERS ANALYZE HOLMES’S PSYCHOLOGICAL PROFILE AND CONSIDER HOW SOCIETAL FACTORS OF THE LATE 19TH CENTURY
MAY HAVE INFLUENCED HIS CRIMINAL BEHAVIOR.

How DO SUPPORTING CHARACTERS CONTRIBUTE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE MAIN
NARRATIVE?

DISCUSSING SECONDARY FIGURES, SUCH AS ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, AND VICTIMS, HELPS TO UNDERSTAND THE BROADER SOCIAL
NET\WORK AND INFLUENCES SURROUNDING THE CENTRAL EVENTS.

HisToricAL CONTEXT AND SETTING QUESTIONS

To APPRECIATE THE DEPTH OF DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY, IT IS VITAL TO CONTEXTUALIZE THE STORY WITHIN ITS HISTORICAL
PERIOD. THESE QUESTIONS FOCUS ON THE SETTING OF CHICAGO IN THE 1890S AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE W/ ORLD’S FAIR.

\W/HAT ROLE DOES THE 1893 CHICAGO WORLD’s FAIR PLAY IN SHAPING AMERICAN
IDENTITY AND CULTURE?

THIS QUESTION ENCOURAGES EXPLORATION OF THE FAIR’S IMPACT ON NATIONAL PRIDE, TECHNOLOGICAL PROGRESS, AND
CULTURAL EXPRESSION DURING THIS TRANSFORMATIVE PERIOD.

How DOES THE BOOK DEPICT THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS oF CHICAGO AT
THE TIME?

PARTICIPANTS CAN DISCUSS THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FACED BY THE CITY, INCLUDING INDUSTRIAL GROWTH,
IMMIGRATION, AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT.



IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE SETTING INFLUENCE THE EVENTS AND CHARACTERS IN THE
BOOK?

THIS QUESTION EXAMINES HOW CHICAGO’S ENVIRONMENT, ATMOSPHERE, AND SOCIETAL DYNAMICS AFFECT THE NARRATIVE
TRAJECTORY AND CHARACTER DECISIONS.

ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING FOCUSED QUESTIONS

GIVEN THE PROMINENCE OF ARCHITECTURE AND ENGINEERING IN THE BOOK, THESE QUESTIONS DELVE INTO THE TECHNICAL AND
ARTISTIC ASPECTS OF THE W ORLD’S FAIR CONSTRUCTION AND DESIGN.

\WHAT SIGNIFICANCE DO THE ARCHITECTURAL INNOVATIONS AT THE WORLD’s FAIR
HOLD IN THE CONTEXT OF AMERICAN HISTORY?

THIS INVITES DISCUSSION ABOUT THE INTRODUCTION OF NEW BUILDING TECHNOLOGIES, AESTHETIC STYLES, AND URBAN
PLANNING CONCEPTS SHOWCASED AT THE FAIR.

How DoEs DANIEL BURNHAM’S VISION FOR THE FAIR REFLECT BROADER TRENDS IN URBAN
DEVELOPMENT?

READERS CAN EXPLORE HOW BURNHAM’S IDEAS INFLUENCED FUTURE CITY PLANNING AND THE CONCEPT OF THE “CITY
BEAUTIFUL” MOVEMENT.

W/HAT CHALLENGES DID THE ENGINEERS AND ARCHITECTS FACE DURING THE
CONSTRUCTION, AND HOW WERE THEY OVERCOME?

THIS QUESTION PROMPTS AN EXAMINATION OF LOGISTICAL, FINANCIAL, AND TECHNICAL OBSTACLES ENCOUNTERED AND THE
INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS IMPLEMENTED.

CRIMINAL ELEMENTS AND PsYCHOLOGICAL Discussion

THE DARK NARRATIVE THREAD CONCERNING H.H. HOLMES INVITES ANALYSIS OF CRIMINAL PSYCHOLOGY AND THE SOCIETAL
RESPONSE TO CRIME IN THE ERA. T HESE QUESTIONS FOCUS ON HIS METHODS, MOTIVATIONS, AND THE IMPACT OF HIS ACTIONS.

How poEs Erik LARSON PORTRAY H.H. HOLMES’S PERSONALITY AND CRIMINAL
METHODOLOGY?

DISCUSSION CENTERS ON HOLMES®S MANIPULATIVE NATURE, HIS USE OF CHARM, AND THE COLD, CALCULATED ASPECTS OF HIS
CRIMES AS DEPICTED IN THE BOOK.

\WHAT DOES THE BOOK REVEAL ABOUT LAW ENFORCEMENT AND THE JUSTICE SYSTEM IN
THE LATE 19TH CENTURY?

THIS QUESTION ENCOURAGES EVALUATION OF THE EFFECTIVENESS AND LIMITATIONS OF CONTEMPORARY POLICE WORK AND
LEGAL PROCEEDINGS IN DEALING WITH COMPLEX CRIMES.



How po HOLMES’S CRIMES REFLECT BROADER SOCIETAL FEARS AND ANXIETIES OF THE
TIME?

READERS CAN ANALYZE HOW HOLMES’S STORY TAPS INTO CONCERNS ABOUT URBANIZATION, ANONYMITY, AND THE
VULNERABILITY OF INDIVIDUALS IN RAPIDLY GROWING CITIES.

NARRATIVE STYLE AND AUTHORIAL TECHNIQUES

Erik LARSON’S STORYTELLING APPROACH IS A KEY FACTOR IN THE BOOK’S APPEAL. | HESE QUESTIONS EXAMINE HIS USE OF
NARRATIVE TECHNIQUES, PACING, AND BLENDING OF FACT WITH NARRATIVE DRAMA.

How DOES L ARSON BALANCE HISTORICAL ACCURACY WITH ENGAGING STORYTELLING?

THIS QUESTION INVITES DISCUSSION ON THE TECHNIQUES USED TO MAINTAIN FACTUAL INTEGRITY WHILE CREATING A
COMPELLING NARRATIVE FLOW.

\WHAT ROLE DOES PACING AND STRUCTURE PLAY IN MAINTAINING READER INTEREST?

PARTICIPANTS CAN ANALYZE HOW L ARSON INTERWEAVES THE TWO MAIN STORYLINES AND USES SUSPENSE TO ENHANCE THE
READING EXPERIENCE.

How DOES THE AUTHOR’S DESCRIPTIVE LANGUAGE CONTRIBUTE TO THE ATMOSPHERE
OF THE BOOK?

THIS QUESTION EXPLORES THE IMPACT OF VIVID DESCRIPTIONS AND SENSORY DETAILS IN IMMERSING READERS IN THE SETTING AND
EVENTS.

SUGGESTED DiscussioN ACTIVITIES FOR Book CLuBs

IN ADDITION TO QUESTION-AND-ANSWER SESSIONS, VARIOUS ACTIVITIES CAN ENHANCE ENGAGEMENT WITH DEVIL IN THE WHITE
CITY AND DEEPEN UNDERSTANDING THROUGH INTERACTIVE DISCUSSION.

® RoLE-PLAYING: ASSIGN MEMBERS ROLES AS HISTORICAL FIGURES OR VICTIMS TO EXPLORE PERSPECTIVES AND
MOTIVATIONS.

o DEBATE: HOST DEBATES ON THEMES SUCH AS PROGRESS VERSUS MORALITY OR THE PORTRAYAL OF HOLMES AS A
PRODUCT OF HIS ENVIRONMENT.

o RESEARCH ASSIGNMENTS: ENCOURAGE MEMBERS TO RESEARCH HISTORICAL FACTS ABOUT THE W/ ORLD’S FAIR OR
CRIMINAL JUSTICE IN THE 1890S TO SUPPLEMENT DISCUSSIONS.

o CREATIVE WRITING: INVITE PARTICIPANTS TO WRITE SHORT NARRATIVES OR LETTERS FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF
CHARACTERS IN THE BOOK.

¢ VisuAaL Aips: Use MAPS, ARCHITECTURAL PLANS, OR PERIOD PHOTOGRAPHS TO PROVIDE VISUAL CONTEXT DURING
DISCUSSIONS.



FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT ARE THE MAIN THEMES EXPLORED IN ‘THE DeviL IN THE WHITE CITY' THAT CAN
SPARK DISCUSSION IN A BOOK CLUB?

THE MAIN THEMES INCLUDE THE JUXTAPOSITION OF GOOD VERSUS EVIL, THE PURSUIT OF INNOVATION AND PROGRESS, THE
IMPACT OF AMBITION, AND THE DARK SIDE OF HUMAN NATURE, ALL OF WHICH PROVIDE RICH MATERIAL FOR BOOK CLUB
DISCUSSION.

How DOES ERIk LARSON’S NARRATIVE STYLE IN ‘THE DeviL IN THE WHITE CiTY’
ENHANCE THE STORYTELLING FOR READERS IN A BOOK CLUB SETTING?

LARSON’S NARRATIVE STYLE IS ENGAGING AND SUSPENSEFUL , BLENDING HISTORICAL FACTS WITH NOVELISTIC STORYTELLING,
\WHICH KEEPS READERS INTRIGUED AND FACILITATES LIVELY DISCUSSIONS IN A BOOK CLUB.

WHAT HISTORICAL CONTEXT FROM ‘THE DeviIL IN THE WHITE CITY' SHOULD BOOK
CLUB MEMBERS UNDERSTAND TO BETTER APPRECIATE THE STORY?

UNDERSTANDING THE 1893 CHICAGO W ORLD'S FAIR, THE TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS OF THE ERA, AND THE SOCIAL
CONDITIONS OF LATE 19TH-CENTURY AMERICA HELPS READERS GRASP THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE EVENTS AND CHARACTERS IN
THE BOOK.

\W/HICH CHARACTER IN ‘THE DeviL IN THE WHITE CITY' TYPICALLY GENERATES THE
MOST DEBATE IN BOOK CLUBS, AND WHY?

H.H. HOLMES OFTEN GENERATES DEBATE DUE TO HIS CHILLING ROLE AS A SERIAL KILLER CONTRASTED WITH THE OPTIMISM OF THE
W oRrLD'S FAIR, PROMPTING DISCUSSIONS ON THE NATURE OF EVIL AND MORALITY.

WHAT QUESTIONS CAN A BOOK CLUB ASK TO EXPLORE THE CONTRAST BET\WEEN
DANIEL BURNHAM AND H.H. HOLMES IN THE BOOK?

QUESTIONS CAN INCLUDE: HOW DO BURNHAM'S AMBITIONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS CONTRAST WITH HOLMES'S DARK DEEDS? W/HAT
DOES THIS CONTRAST SAY ABOUT HUMAN NATURE AND THE ERA’S SOCIETAL VALUES?

How CAN A BOOK CLUB APPROACH THE PACING AND STRUCTURE OF ‘THE DEVIL IN THE
WHITE CITY' DURING THEIR DISCUSSIONS?

MEMBERS CAN DISCUSS HOW L ARSON INTERWEAVES TWO PARALLEL NARRATIVES—THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE FAIR AND
HOLMES’S CRIMES—AND HOW THIS STRUCTURE AFFECTS TENSION AND READER ENGAGEMENT.

\W/HAT LESSONS OR INSIGHTS FROM 'THE DeviL IN THE WHITE CITY' ARE RELEVANT TO
MODERN READERS AND CAN BE DISCUSSED IN A BOOK CLUB?

DISCUSSIONS CAN FOCUS ON THE CONSEQUENCES OF UNCHECKED AMBITION, THE DUALITY OF HUMAN NATURE, THE IMPORTANCE
OF URBAN PLANNING, AND HOW HISTORY CAN INFORM CONTEMPORARY SOCIETAL CHALLENGES.

ARE THERE ANY SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS OR ACTIVITIES A BOOK CLUB CAN USE TO
ENHANCE THEIR DISCUSSION OF ‘THE DeviL IN THE WHITE CITY'?

YES, BOOK CLUBS CAN WATCH DOCUMENTARIES ABOUT THE 1893 \WORLD'S FAIR, VISIT RELATED HISTORICAL SITES
VIRTUALLY, OR READ ARTICLES ON H.H. HOLMES TO DEEPEN UNDERSTANDING AND ENRICH DISCUSSIONS.



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe Devie in THE WHITE CiTY: MURDER, MAGIC, AND MADNESS AT THE FAIR THAT CHANGED AMERICA BY ERIK LARSON
THIS NON-FICTION BOOK INTERTWINES THE TRUE TALES OF TWO MEN: DANIEL H. BURNHAM, THE ARCHITECT BEHIND THE 1893
CHIcAGO WoRLD’s FAIR, AND H.H. HOLMES, A CUNNING SERIAL KILLER WHO USED THE FAIR TO LURE HIS VICTIMS. LARSON’S
NARRATIVE CAPTURES THE EXCITEMENT AND INNOVATION OF THE FAIR WHILE DELVING INTO THE SINISTER UNDERBELLY OF
HOLMES’S CRIMES. IT’S A MASTERFUL BLEND OF HISTORY AND TRUE CRIME THAT EXPLORES AMBITION, CREATIVITY, AND EVIL.

2. IN THE GARDEN OF BEASTS: LOVE, TERROR, AND AN AMERICAN FAMILY IN HITLER’S BERLIN BY ERIK LARSON

SET IN 1933 BERLIN, THIS BOOK FOLLOWS THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR TO GERMANY AND HIS FAMILY AS THEY WITNESS THE
RISE OF THE NAZI REGIME. LARSON OFFERS A GRIPPING HISTORICAL ACCOUNT THAT REVEALS THE TENSIONS AND DANGERS
LURKING BENEATH THE SURFACE OF A SEEMINGLY CIVILIZED WORLD. Like ¥ THE DeviL IN THE WHITE CITY¥, IT COMBINES
HISTORICAL DETAIL WITH PERSONAL STORIES TO ILLUMINATE A MOMENT OF PROFOUND CHANGE.

3. THe ALieniST BY CALEB CARR

THIS HISTORICAL THRILLER IS SET IN LATE 19TH-CENTURY NEw YoRrk CITY AND FOLLOWS A TEAM OF INVESTIGATORS USING
EARLY PSYCHOLOGICAL PROFILING TO CATCH A SERIAL KILLER. THE BOOK EXPLORES THEMES OF CRIME, JUSTICE, AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF FORENSIC SCIENCE. TS ATMOSPHERIC PORTRAYAL OF A TURNING POINT IN HISTORY PARALLELS THE CHILLING
AND INVESTIGATIVE TONE FOUND IN ¥ THE DevIL IN THE WHITE CITY ™.

4. THe GREAT CHICAGO Fire BY BRUCE KRAIG

FOCUSING ON THE CATASTROPHIC FIRE OF 187 1, THIS BOOK PROVIDES HISTORICAL CONTEXT ABOUT CHICAGO’S DEVELOPMENT
AND CHALLENGES BEFORE THE 1893 W oRLD’S FAIR. |T HELPS READERS UNDERSTAND THE CITY’S RESILIENCE AND
TRANSFORMATION, WHICH IS A BACKDROP TO THE EVENTS IN * THE DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY*. THE BOOK ALSO TOUCHES ON
URBAN PLANNING AND REBUILDING EFFORTS.

5. THe Murper ofF THE CENTURY: THE GILDED AGE CRIME THAT SCANDALIZED A CITY § SPARKED THE RACE FOR THE LINCOLN
MemoriaL BY PAauL CoOLLINS

THIS TRUE CRIME BOOK EXPLORES A SENSATIONAL MURDER CASE FROM THE GILDED AGE, SHEDDING LIGHT ON SOCIAL ISSUES AND
JUSTICE IN LATE 19 TH-CENTURY AMERICA. |T SHARES THEMATIC SIMILARITIES WITH ¥ THE DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY® IN ITS
DEPICTION OF CRIME, SOCIETY, AND THE PURSUIT OF JUSTICE DURING A TRANSFORMATIVE ERA.

6. THE CLOCKMAKER’S DAUGHTER BY KATE MORTON

THOUGH FICTIONAL, THIS NOVEL WEAVES MYSTERY AND HISTORICAL ELEMENTS AROUND A TRAGIC EVENT IN VICTORIAN
ENGLAND. THE STORY’S INTRICATE NARRATIVE AND ATMOSPHERIC SETTING EVOKE THE DARK INTRIGUE AND COMPLEXITY FOUND IN
*The DeviL IN THE WHITE CITY¥, MAKING IT A COMPELLING READ FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN HISTORICAL MYSTERIES.

7. AMERICAN Rose: A NATION LAID BARE: THE LiFE AND TiMES OF GYpPSY Rose LEE BY KAREN ABBOTT

THIS BIOGRAPHY EXPLORES THE LIFE OF GYPSY ROSE LEE, A FAMOUS BURLESQUE PERFORMER DURING THE EARLY 20TH
CENTURY. ABBOTT’S WORK CAPTURES THE BLEND OF GLAMOUR AND GRIT THAT CHARACTERIZED THE ERA FOLLOWING THE
GILDED AGE, MUCH LIKE THE CONTRASTS IN ¥ THE DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY*. THE BOOK OFFERS INSIGHTS INTO AMERICAN
CULTURE AND ENTERTAINMENT HISTORY.

8. THe GHOST MaP: THE STORY oF LoNDON’S MosT TERRIFYING EPIDEMIC—AND How IT CHANGED SCIENCE, CITIES, AND THE
Mobpern WoRLD BY STEVEN JOHNSON

THIS BOOK RECOUNTS THE 1854 CHOLERA OUTBREAK IN LONDON AND THE PIONEERING WORK THAT HELPED STOP IT. |T DELVES
INTO URBAN LIFE, PUBLIC HEALTH, AND SCIENTIFIC INNOVATION, THEMES THAT RESONATE WITH THE URBAN DEVELOPMENT AND
CHALLENGES DEPICTED IN ¥ THE DevVIL IN THE W/HITE CITY®. THE NARRATIVE COMBINES HISTORY AND SCIENCE IN A COMPELLING
WAY.

Q. MipNIGHT IN THE GARDEN OF GOOD AND EVviL BY JOHN BERENDT

A NON-FICTION NOVEL SET IN SAVANNAH, GEORGIA, THIS BOOK EXPLORES A MURDER CASE AMIDST THE ECCENTRICITIES OF
SOUTHERN SOCIETY. Like ¥ THE DeviL IN THE WHITE CITY®, IT BLENDS TRUE CRIME WITH RICH DESCRIPTIONS OF PLACE AND
CHARACTER, OFFERING A FASCINATING LOOK AT HUMAN NATURE AND SOCIETAL CONTRASTS. |T’S AN ENGAGING READ FOR FANS
OF ATMOSPHERIC AND CHARACTER-DRIVEN TRUE CRIME STORIES.
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