
great plains tribe nyt

great plains tribe nyt has become a focal point in discussions about Native American history, culture, and
contemporary issues, as featured in various articles by The New York Times. This phrase encapsulates the
complex stories and rich heritage of the tribes indigenous to the Great Plains region of the United States.
The New York Times has covered these tribes extensively, providing in-depth analyses of their historical
significance, cultural traditions, struggles with federal policies, and ongoing efforts toward sovereignty and
revitalization. This article explores the coverage by the New York Times on the Great Plains tribes, their
historical context, cultural identity, and the challenges they face today. It also examines the broader
implications of this coverage for public understanding and policy discussions related to Native American
communities.
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Historical Background of the Great Plains Tribes
The Great Plains region, covering parts of the central United States and Canada, is home to several
prominent Native American tribes whose histories date back centuries. Tribes such as the Lakota,
Cheyenne, Comanche, Crow, and Arapaho have traditionally inhabited this vast expanse of grasslands.
Their histories are marked by rich cultural developments, adaptation to the plains environment, and
significant encounters with European settlers and the U.S. government.

Origins and Early History
The Great Plains tribes originally thrived as hunter-gatherers, relying heavily on the bison herds for food,
clothing, and tools. Their nomadic lifestyles were intricately connected to the migratory patterns of the
buffalo, which shaped their social and economic systems. Over time, these tribes developed complex social
structures and spiritual beliefs centered around the natural world.



Impact of European Colonization
European colonization brought profound disruptions to the Great Plains tribes. The introduction of horses
transformed their mobility and hunting techniques, but also led to increased conflict. The 19th century saw
violent confrontations as U.S. expansionist policies encroached on tribal lands, culminating in forced
relocations, broken treaties, and battles such as the Battle of Little Bighorn. These events are frequently
documented in New York Times articles focusing on the historical struggles of the Great Plains tribes.

Cultural Traditions and Practices
The cultural identity of the Great Plains tribes is deeply rooted in their connection to the land, community,
and spirituality. Their traditions reflect a blend of ancient practices and adaptations that have persisted
despite external pressures. The New York Times highlights these aspects to provide readers with a
nuanced understanding of tribal life and values.

Language and Oral Traditions
Language preservation remains a critical concern for many Great Plains tribes. Oral traditions, including
storytelling, songs, and ceremonies, serve as vital conduits for passing down history, morals, and cultural
knowledge. Efforts to revitalize indigenous languages feature prominently in recent media coverage,
underscoring the tribes’ commitment to cultural continuity.

Art and Craftsmanship
Artistic expression through beadwork, quillwork, and textile production is a hallmark of Great Plains tribal
culture. These art forms often carry symbolic meanings and are used in ceremonial regalia. The New York
Times articles frequently showcase these crafts to illustrate the enduring creativity and resilience of the
tribes.
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Contemporary Issues Facing Great Plains Tribes
Modern challenges confronting Great Plains tribes include legal battles over land and water rights,
economic development, education, and health disparities. The New York Times covers these topics
extensively, shedding light on the complex realities faced by these communities today.

Land and Sovereignty
Many Great Plains tribes continue to fight for recognition of their sovereignty and protection of their
ancestral lands. Legal disputes over land ownership and natural resource management are ongoing issues
that affect tribal governance and economic opportunities. The New York Times often reports on these
conflicts, highlighting their significance for tribal self-determination.

Economic Development and Infrastructure
Economic challenges remain prevalent, with many reservations experiencing high unemployment rates
and limited infrastructure. Initiatives to promote sustainable development, tourism, and cultural enterprises
are frequently discussed in media articles as pathways toward economic resilience.

Health and Education
Health disparities, including higher rates of diabetes, substance abuse, and limited access to medical services,
are critical concerns for Great Plains tribes. Education systems also face challenges related to funding,
cultural relevance, and retention. The New York Times provides detailed coverage of these issues, often
spotlighting community-led solutions and advocacy efforts.

Representation in the New York Times
The New York Times has played a significant role in bringing the stories of the Great Plains tribes to a
wider audience. Its coverage is characterized by in-depth reporting, historical context, and a focus on
indigenous voices and perspectives. This representation helps to counteract stereotypes and promote a more
accurate understanding of Native American life.

Historical Features and Investigative Reports
Articles often revisit historical events related to the Great Plains tribes, offering new insights and
uncovering previously underreported narratives. Investigative reports explore contemporary issues such as
treaty rights, environmental concerns, and cultural preservation, providing a comprehensive picture of



tribal experiences.

Profiles and Personal Stories
Personal profiles of tribal leaders, activists, artists, and community members humanize the broader issues
faced by the Great Plains tribes. These narratives highlight resilience, innovation, and the ongoing efforts
to maintain cultural identity and achieve social justice.

Impact of Media Coverage on Public Perception
Media portrayals, including those by the New York Times, significantly influence public perception of the
Great Plains tribes. Accurate and respectful coverage can foster greater awareness, support for indigenous
rights, and appreciation of cultural heritage.

Raising Awareness and Educating the Public
Through detailed reporting and storytelling, the New York Times educates readers about the complexities
of Great Plains tribal history and contemporary life. This awareness is critical for combating misinformation
and promoting informed dialogue about Native American issues.

Encouraging Policy and Social Change
Media attention often galvanizes policy discussions and advocacy efforts. Highlighting challenges such as
treaty violations, environmental degradation, and social inequities encourages governmental and
institutional responses that can improve conditions for Great Plains tribes.

Increased visibility of tribal issues in national discourse1.

Promotion of indigenous rights and sovereignty2.

Support for cultural preservation and language revitalization3.

Mobilization of public and political support for equitable policies4.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Great Plains tribe featured in the New York Times article?
The Great Plains tribe featured in the New York Times article refers to one of the Indigenous tribes native
to the Great Plains region of the United States, such as the Lakota, Cheyenne, or Arapaho.

What topics does the New York Times cover about the Great Plains
tribe?
The New York Times covers topics including the history, culture, current issues, and challenges faced by
the Great Plains tribes, as well as their efforts in cultural preservation and sovereignty.

How does the New York Times portray the history of the Great Plains
tribes?
The New York Times portrays the history of the Great Plains tribes by highlighting their rich cultural
heritage, the impact of colonization, forced relocations, and their resilience in maintaining traditions.

Are there any recent news stories in the New York Times about the
Great Plains tribe?
Yes, recent New York Times stories about the Great Plains tribes include coverage of legal battles over
land rights, environmental concerns, and initiatives to revitalize Indigenous languages and culture.

What environmental issues affecting the Great Plains tribe are discussed
in the New York Times?
The New York Times discusses environmental issues such as pipeline construction, land degradation, and
the impact of climate change on the Great Plains tribes' traditional lands and lifestyle.

Does the New York Times highlight any prominent leaders from the
Great Plains tribe?
Yes, the New York Times features prominent leaders from the Great Plains tribes who advocate for
Indigenous rights, environmental protection, and cultural preservation.

How does the New York Times address the cultural significance of the



Great Plains tribe?
The New York Times addresses the cultural significance by exploring traditional ceremonies, art, music,
and the ongoing efforts to pass down Indigenous knowledge to future generations.

Where can I find New York Times articles about the Great Plains tribe?
You can find New York Times articles about the Great Plains tribes by searching keywords like 'Great
Plains tribe,' 'Lakota,' or 'Indigenous tribes' on the New York Times website or through their archives.

Additional Resources
1. “The Comanche Empire” by Pekka Hämäläinen
This book explores the rise and dominance of the Comanche tribe in the Great Plains during the 18th and
19th centuries. Hämäläinen argues that the Comanche created a powerful empire that controlled vast
territories through military prowess and strategic alliances. The work sheds light on Native American
agency and resilience in the face of European colonization.

2. “Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee” by Dee Brown
A classic account of the American West, this book chronicles the history of Native American tribes in the
Great Plains and their struggles against U.S. expansion. Brown provides a powerful narrative of
displacement, broken treaties, and cultural devastation from the perspective of the indigenous peoples. It
remains a poignant and influential work on Native American history.

3. “The Lakotas and the Black Hills” by Jeffrey Ostler
Ostler examines the deep cultural and spiritual connection between the Lakota people and the Black Hills
region. The book discusses how this sacred land has been central to Lakota identity and the ongoing legal
and political struggles over land rights. It offers insights into the broader conflicts between Great Plains
tribes and the U.S. government.

4. “Native American Testimony: A Chronicle of Indian-White Relations from Prophecy to the Present,
1492–1992” edited by Peter Nabokov
This anthology compiles firsthand accounts from Native Americans, including many from Great Plains
tribes, spanning five centuries. The testimonies reveal the complex and often painful interactions with
European settlers and the U.S. government. It is an essential resource for understanding Native
perspectives on history.

5. “The Cheyenne and Arapaho Ordeal: Reservation and Agency Life in the Indian Territory, 1875-1907”
by Kenneth J. Carr
Focusing on two prominent Great Plains tribes, this book details their experiences during the reservation
era in Indian Territory. Carr highlights the challenges of adapting to reservation life, including changes in
governance, culture, and economy. The narrative underscores the resilience and adaptation of the



Cheyenne and Arapaho people.

6. “Plains Indians, 1800-1860” by John C. Ewers
Ewers provides a detailed overview of the cultures, societies, and histories of various Great Plains tribes
prior to the Civil War. The book covers aspects such as hunting practices, warfare, and intertribal relations.
It is a concise yet comprehensive introduction to the diverse peoples of the Plains.

7. “The Oglala People: A Study of the Sioux” by James R. Walker
This ethnographic work examines the social structure, traditions, and history of the Oglala Lakota tribe.
Walker explores their adaptation to changing circumstances while maintaining cultural continuity. The
book is valuable for understanding the complexity of tribal identity and survival on the Great Plains.

8. “They Called It Prairie Light: The Story of Chilocco Indian School” by K. Tsianina Lomawaima
Lomawaima recounts the history of the Chilocco Indian School in Oklahoma, which educated many Great
Plains Native American youth. The book discusses the impact of federal boarding schools on tribal cultures,
identities, and family structures. It offers a critical perspective on assimilation policies.

9. “The Northern Cheyenne Exodus in History and Memory” by James K. Gray
This book tells the story of the Northern Cheyenne’s flight from reservation life in the late 19th century to
return to their homeland. Gray combines historical research with oral histories to provide a nuanced
account of this dramatic event. The narrative highlights themes of resistance, survival, and cultural
preservation.
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