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hidden figures picture book pdf is a sought-after resource for educators, parents, and children

interested in the inspiring story of African American women mathematicians who played crucial roles at

NASA during the space race. This article explores the availability, features, and educational benefits of

the Hidden Figures picture book in PDF format. It delves into the historical significance of the narrative,

the book’s content and illustrations, as well as practical uses for teaching and learning. Additionally, it

provides insights into how to access the hidden figures picture book pdf legally and responsibly while

maintaining a focus on enhancing literacy and STEM education. Readers will gain a thorough

understanding of this valuable literary work and its role in promoting diversity and inclusion in

educational materials. The following sections will cover key aspects of the hidden figures picture book

pdf, including an overview, educational applications, access options, and more.
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How to Access the Hidden Figures Picture Book PDF
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Overview of the Hidden Figures Picture Book

The hidden figures picture book pdf presents the remarkable story of Katherine Johnson, Dorothy

Vaughan, Mary Jackson, and other African American women whose mathematical expertise was

instrumental in NASA’s successes during the 1950s and 1960s. Adapted from Margot Lee Shetterly’s

bestselling book, this picture book version is tailored for younger audiences, combining engaging

illustrations with accessible language. The narrative highlights the challenges these women faced due

to segregation and gender discrimination, while celebrating their perseverance and achievements. The

picture book format makes complex historical and scientific concepts approachable for children,

fostering interest in STEM fields.

Historical Context and Background

The women featured in the hidden figures picture book pdf worked at NASA’s Langley Research

Center during a time when racial segregation and sexism were prevalent in American society. Their

mathematical calculations were critical to the success of major space missions, including John Glenn’s

orbit around Earth. The picture book contextualizes these contributions within the broader civil rights

movement, emphasizing the importance of equality and representation. By illustrating their stories, the

book serves as both a historical document and an inspirational tool.

Author and Illustrator Contributions

Margot Lee Shetterly’s original book laid the foundation for this adaptation. The picture book is

illustrated by Laura Freeman, whose vibrant and expressive artwork brings the story to life. The

combination of Shetterly’s research and Freeman’s illustrations ensures that the hidden figures picture

book pdf is both informative and visually appealing, capturing readers’ attention and conveying the

narrative effectively.



Educational Importance and Themes

The hidden figures picture book pdf is a resource that supports multiple educational goals, including

promoting diversity, encouraging interest in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and

Mathematics), and teaching historical context. It introduces young readers to role models who defied

societal barriers, fostering a sense of possibility and empowerment.

Promoting Diversity and Inclusion

The book’s primary theme revolves around inclusion and overcoming systemic obstacles. By

showcasing African American women’s contributions to science and technology, it challenges

traditional narratives that often exclude minority groups. Educators use the book to discuss themes of

race, gender, and equality in classrooms, making it a valuable tool for social studies and history

lessons.

Encouraging STEM Education

Through its focus on mathematics and space exploration, the hidden figures picture book pdf serves

as an engaging entry point for children interested in STEM fields. It provides concrete examples of

how math and science apply in real-world settings, thereby motivating young learners to pursue these

subjects.

Inspiring Perseverance and Achievement

The stories of Katherine Johnson and her colleagues highlight resilience and determination. The book

illustrates how these women succeeded despite discrimination, conveying a powerful message about

perseverance and the importance of hard work. This theme resonates with readers facing their own

challenges, making the book a source of motivation.



Features of the Hidden Figures Picture Book PDF

The hidden figures picture book pdf is designed to maximize accessibility and engagement. It offers a

user-friendly digital format that can be viewed on various devices, making it a versatile educational

tool. The PDF includes several features that enhance the reading experience.

Illustrations and Visual Appeal

The PDF version retains the vibrant illustrations from the print book, which are essential to storytelling.

The artwork complements the text by depicting scenes of NASA, the women’s work environments, and

historical settings. These visuals aid comprehension and keep young readers interested.

Accessible Formatting

The PDF format allows for adjustable text size and easy navigation, accommodating different reading

levels and preferences. Many versions include interactive elements such as bookmarks or embedded

glossaries to clarify technical terms, making the content more approachable for children and educators

alike.

Supplementary Educational Materials

Some hidden figures picture book pdf editions come with additional resources such as discussion

questions, activity guides, and lesson plans. These materials help teachers integrate the book into their

curriculum effectively, facilitating deeper understanding and engagement.

How to Access the Hidden Figures Picture Book PDF

Accessing the hidden figures picture book pdf can be done through various legitimate channels,

ensuring respect for copyright laws and authorship. Several options are available for educators,



parents, and readers interested in this resource.

Official Publishers and Retailers

The most reliable way to obtain the hidden figures picture book pdf is through authorized publishers or

reputable digital bookstores. Purchasing or downloading from official sources guarantees a quality

product and supports the creators’ work.

Libraries and Educational Institutions

Many public and school libraries offer digital lending services that include the hidden figures picture

book pdf. Platforms such as OverDrive or Hoopla allow users to borrow eBooks legally. Checking with

local libraries is a practical option for free access.

Authorized Educational Platforms

Some educational websites and platforms partner with publishers to offer the hidden figures picture

book pdf as part of their digital collections. These platforms often provide supplementary teaching

tools, making them valuable for classroom use.

Important Considerations for Access

Verify the legitimacy of the source to avoid unauthorized or pirated copies.

Check for compatibility with your device before downloading.

Respect copyright laws and licensing agreements.



Using the Hidden Figures Picture Book PDF in Learning

Environments

The hidden figures picture book pdf is an effective tool in both formal and informal educational

settings. It supports a range of instructional strategies and learning objectives, particularly in early

childhood and elementary education.

Incorporating the Book in Curriculum

Teachers can use the hidden figures picture book pdf to introduce lessons on history, civil rights,

women’s contributions to science, and space exploration. The book’s narrative and visual elements

make it suitable for read-aloud sessions, group discussions, and individual reading assignments.

Enhancing STEM Lessons

The book provides real-life context for mathematical concepts and scientific principles. Educators can

supplement the story with hands-on activities, such as math problems inspired by NASA calculations

or science experiments related to space.

Facilitating Discussions on Social Issues

The themes of discrimination and perseverance present opportunities to engage students in

conversations about social justice, equality, and diversity. This helps build empathy and critical thinking

skills among young learners.

Benefits of Using the PDF Format

Easy distribution to multiple students and classrooms.



Compatibility with assistive technologies for inclusive education.

Ability to project pages during lessons for group reading.

Portability for remote or hybrid learning environments.

Legal and Ethical Considerations

When accessing and using the hidden figures picture book pdf, it is essential to adhere to legal and

ethical standards. Respecting intellectual property rights supports authors, illustrators, and publishers,

allowing them to continue producing quality educational materials.

Copyright Compliance

The hidden figures picture book and its digital versions are protected by copyright laws. Unauthorized

distribution or downloading of pirated copies is illegal and undermines the creative industry. Users

should obtain the PDF through authorized channels only.

Fair Use in Educational Contexts

Educators may use excerpts from the hidden figures picture book pdf under fair use provisions for

instructional purposes. However, this use should be limited, properly attributed, and not substitute for

obtaining the full book legally when required.

Encouraging Ethical Use

Promoting awareness about copyright and responsible digital citizenship among students is important.

Encouraging the use of legitimate resources fosters respect for creators and supports the sustainability



of educational content production.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find a Hidden Figures picture book PDF?

You can find the Hidden Figures picture book PDF on official educational websites, authorized

bookstores, or digital libraries that offer licensed versions. Always ensure you are downloading from

legitimate sources to respect copyright.

Is the Hidden Figures picture book PDF available for free?

The Hidden Figures picture book PDF may not be legally available for free due to copyright

restrictions. However, some libraries or educational platforms might provide free access with proper

authorization.

What is the Hidden Figures picture book about?

The Hidden Figures picture book tells the inspiring true story of African-American women

mathematicians who worked at NASA and played crucial roles in the success of space missions during

the 1960s.

Can I use the Hidden Figures picture book PDF for educational

purposes?

Yes, you can use the Hidden Figures picture book PDF for educational purposes if you have obtained

it through legitimate channels or have the appropriate permissions, ensuring compliance with copyright

laws.



Are there any interactive features in the Hidden Figures picture book

PDF?

Most Hidden Figures picture book PDFs are static documents, but some versions might include

interactive elements like clickable links or audio narration, depending on the publisher and format.

What age group is the Hidden Figures picture book suitable for?

The Hidden Figures picture book is generally suitable for children aged 6 to 10 years old, making

complex historical and scientific concepts accessible through engaging illustrations and simple

language.

How can I download the Hidden Figures picture book PDF safely?

To download the Hidden Figures picture book PDF safely, use reputable websites such as official

publisher sites, educational platforms, or public libraries, and avoid unauthorized or suspicious sources

to protect your device and respect copyright.

Are there other formats available besides PDF for the Hidden Figures

picture book?

Yes, the Hidden Figures picture book is often available in various formats including hardcover,

paperback, eBook (ePub, Kindle), and audiobook versions in addition to PDF.

Does the Hidden Figures picture book PDF include all the illustrations

from the printed version?

Typically, the Hidden Figures picture book PDF includes all the original illustrations found in the printed

version, preserving the visual storytelling elements essential to the book's impact.



Additional Resources

1. Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four Black Women and the Space Race

This picture book adaptation of Margot Lee Shetterly’s bestselling biography introduces young readers

to the remarkable lives of four African American women mathematicians at NASA. It highlights their

significant contributions to the space race during a time of racial segregation and discrimination. The

story inspires children to pursue their dreams despite obstacles.

2. Mae Among the Stars

Inspired by the childhood of Mae Jemison, the first African American woman astronaut, this picture

book celebrates perseverance and the power of dreams. It encourages children to believe in

themselves and reach for the stars, showing how Mae’s passion for space began at a young age.

3. Counting on Katherine: How Katherine Johnson Saved Apollo 13

This book tells the inspiring story of Katherine Johnson, a brilliant African American mathematician

whose calculations were crucial to NASA’s Apollo missions. It highlights her determination and

intellect, emphasizing the importance of math and science in real-world achievements.

4. Rocket Girl: The Story of Mary Sherman Morgan, America's First Female Rocket Scientist

This picture book reveals the life of Mary Sherman Morgan, a pioneering female rocket scientist whose

work was vital to the U.S. space program. It encourages young readers to explore science and

engineering, showcasing how passion and dedication can break barriers.

5. Shirley Chisholm: The Story of the First Black Woman in Congress

While not directly about NASA, this inspiring biography of Shirley Chisholm shares themes of breaking

barriers and fighting for equality. It complements stories like Hidden Figures by showcasing trailblazing

African American women who changed history.

6. She Persisted: Harriet Tubman

Part of the She Persisted series, this picture book tells the story of Harriet Tubman’s courage and

determination in leading enslaved people to freedom. The theme of persistence aligns with the

struggles and triumphs of the women in Hidden Figures.



7. Dreaming Up: A Celebration of Building

This beautifully illustrated book celebrates creativity and engineering through the eyes of children

building with blocks. It ties into STEM themes and encourages young readers to imagine and create,

similar to the innovative spirit of the women at NASA.

8. Women in Science: 50 Fearless Pioneers Who Changed the World

Although geared to slightly older readers, this collection includes many stories of women

mathematicians and scientists who overcame obstacles to make groundbreaking discoveries. It

provides broader context to the achievements of the women featured in Hidden Figures.

9. Gravity

A poetic picture book that explains the science of gravity in a simple and engaging way. It

complements space-related stories by helping children understand the fundamental forces that

astronauts and scientists study in missions like those at NASA.
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