
i survived books fiction or nonfiction

i survived books fiction or nonfiction is a frequently asked question by readers and educators

interested in the popular "I Survived" series by Lauren Tarshis. This series, beloved by many young

readers, features gripping stories centered around historical disasters and events. Understanding

whether these books fall under fiction or nonfiction is essential for proper categorization, educational

use, and reader expectations. This article explores the nature of the "I Survived" books, examining

their classification, narrative style, and educational value. Additionally, it discusses the balance

between factual historical events and fictional storytelling elements present in the series. Readers will

gain clarity on how these books fit within the broader literary landscape of historical fiction and

nonfiction. The article also provides insights into the benefits of using these books for learning history

through engaging stories. Below is a table of contents outlining the main sections covered in this

comprehensive analysis.
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Understanding the "I Survived" Series

The "I Survived" series is a collection of children's books written by Lauren Tarshis that focuses on



historical events and disasters. Each book centers around a specific catastrophe, such as the sinking

of the Titanic, the attacks on September 11, the San Francisco earthquake, and many others. These

stories are designed to engage middle-grade readers by immersing them in dramatic and suspenseful

narratives. The series aims to bring history to life through personal stories of survival and courage,

making complex historical events accessible and relatable to younger audiences. Since its debut, the

series has gained widespread popularity in schools and libraries due to its compelling storytelling and

educational content.

The Author’s Approach to Storytelling

Lauren Tarshis uses a narrative style that blends factual events with fictional characters and dialogue.

This method allows readers to experience historical moments through the eyes of young protagonists

who face the challenges of these disasters firsthand. The author conducts extensive research to

ensure accuracy in the depiction of historical details and settings. However, the characters and their

personal stories are fictional constructs created to enhance emotional engagement and narrative flow.

Target Audience and Popularity

The "I Survived" books primarily target readers aged 8 to 12 years old, though they often appeal to

older readers interested in historical fiction. The accessible language and fast-paced plots make the

series an excellent resource for reluctant readers. The books are frequently used in educational

settings to complement history lessons and encourage reading through intriguing real-world events.

Fictional Elements in the "I Survived" Books

While rooted in real historical events, the "I Survived" series is fundamentally a work of fiction. The

books create imagined characters, dialogues, and personal experiences set against the backdrop of

true disasters. This fictionalization is a hallmark of historical fiction, where authors use creative license

to fill gaps in historical records and provide a personal perspective on significant events.



Imagined Characters and Personal Narratives

The protagonists in each book are fictional children who experience the historical event firsthand. Their

thoughts, feelings, and actions are crafted by the author to create a compelling and relatable story.

These characters serve as vehicles for readers to emotionally connect with the events and understand

the human impact of disasters.

Creative License and Story Development

Although the historical settings and major events are based on research, the author takes creative

liberties in developing subplots and character interactions. This approach enhances storytelling but

means that the books should not be considered strictly factual accounts. The blend of fact and fiction

aims to balance educational content with entertainment value.

Nonfiction Aspects of the Series

Despite being fictional stories, "I Survived" books contain significant nonfiction elements, especially

regarding the accurate portrayal of historical events. The series is carefully researched to provide

factual backgrounds, timelines, and descriptions of disasters. This factual framework educates readers

about important moments in history.

Historical Accuracy in Events and Settings

The books accurately depict the dates, locations, and major occurrences of the disasters featured. For

example, the "I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic" book includes many true facts about the ship, its

voyage, and the tragedy that followed. Similarly, the "I Survived the Japanese Tsunami" book provides

detailed descriptions of the natural disaster and its aftermath.



Inclusion of Educational Materials

Many "I Survived" books include supplementary nonfiction content such as timelines, maps, and author

notes that explain the real events and separate fact from fiction. These additions support readers in

understanding the historical context and encourage further learning.

Educational Value and Usage in Classrooms

The "I Survived" series has become a valuable educational tool for teaching history, literacy, and

empathy. Educators often use these books to engage students with historical content in a format that

is both accessible and emotionally impactful. The mixture of fiction and nonfiction elements helps

students develop critical thinking skills by distinguishing between imaginative storytelling and factual

information.

Benefits for Student Engagement

The thrilling narratives and relatable characters foster a strong interest in history among young

readers. The books' suspenseful plots motivate readers to continue learning about the real-life events

behind the stories. This engagement is especially beneficial for reluctant readers who might otherwise

find history lessons less appealing.

Developing Critical Literacy Skills

Using the "I Survived" series in classrooms encourages students to analyze sources, understand

perspective, and evaluate the reliability of information. Teachers often pair the books with nonfiction

texts, documentaries, and primary sources to provide a comprehensive understanding of historical

events.



Suggested Classroom Activities

Comparing fictional narratives with nonfiction accounts of the same event

Research projects on historical disasters featured in the series

Creative writing assignments inspired by the books

Discussions on the impact of disasters on individuals and communities

How to Classify "I Survived" Books: Fiction or Nonfiction?

Classifying the "I Survived" books requires understanding the blend of fiction and nonfiction that

defines the series. While the books are based on true historical events, the storytelling is fictionalized

to create engaging narratives. Therefore, the series is best categorized as historical fiction rather than

pure nonfiction.

Definition of Historical Fiction

Historical fiction is a literary genre in which the plot takes place in a setting located in the past. The

genre emphasizes accurate historical settings and events but includes invented characters and

narratives. The "I Survived" series fits this definition by combining researched historical facts with

fictional protagonists and dialogue.

Reasons Against Classifying as Pure Nonfiction

The fictional characters and dramatized personal experiences in the series mean the books do not

provide strictly factual accounts. Readers should not rely on them as primary sources for historical



research but rather as engaging introductions to historical topics.

Recommended Labeling for Readers and Educators

Label as historical fiction to set accurate expectations

Use as a supplementary resource alongside nonfiction materials

Highlight the distinction between factual context and fictional storytelling

Frequently Asked Questions

Are the 'I Survived' books fiction or nonfiction?

The 'I Survived' books are historical fiction. They are fictional stories inspired by real-life disasters and

events.

What age group is the 'I Survived' series intended for?

The 'I Survived' series is primarily written for children aged 7 to 12 years old, often classified as

middle-grade readers.

Who is the author of the 'I Survived' book series?

The 'I Survived' series is written by Lauren Tarshis.



Do the 'I Survived' books provide factual information about the

events?

Yes, while the stories are fictional, the books include factual information and historical context about

the events they depict.

Can the 'I Survived' series be used as educational material?

Yes, teachers and parents often use the 'I Survived' series to engage children in learning about history

through storytelling.

Are the characters in the 'I Survived' books based on real people?

The main characters in the 'I Survived' books are fictional, but they experience real historical events

and disasters.

Additional Resources

1. I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic, 1912 by Lauren Tarshis

This historical fiction book is part of the popular "I Survived" series and tells the gripping story of a

young boy’s experience aboard the Titanic. It captures the terror and chaos during the ship's tragic

sinking, blending factual events with a compelling narrative. Readers gain insight into the disaster

through the eyes of a resilient protagonist.

2. I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban by Malala

Yousafzai

A powerful nonfiction memoir of Malala Yousafzai, who survived an assassination attempt by the

Taliban for advocating girls’ education in Pakistan. The book tells her inspiring story of courage,

recovery, and activism. It offers a real-life perspective on resilience and the fight for human rights.

3. Surviving the Applewhites by Stephanie S. Tolan



This fiction novel follows a rebellious boy who is sent to live with an eccentric family of artists. Through

humor and heartwarming moments, the story explores themes of acceptance, creativity, and personal

growth. It is a tale of overcoming challenges and finding one’s place.

4. I Survived the Great Chicago Fire, 1871 by Lauren Tarshis

Another exciting installment in the "I Survived" series that tells the story of a young boy caught in the

devastating Great Chicago Fire. The book combines historical facts with thrilling adventure as the

protagonist struggles to survive the disaster. It’s an educational and engaging read for young readers

interested in history.

5. Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand

This nonfiction biography recounts the extraordinary life of Louis Zamperini, an Olympic runner who

survived a plane crash in the Pacific during WWII, endured brutal conditions as a prisoner of war, and

ultimately found redemption. It’s a compelling story of endurance and the human spirit.

6. I Survived the Japanese Tsunami, 2011 by Lauren Tarshis

This book recounts the experiences of a young boy who faces the terrifying tsunami that struck Japan

in 2011. The story highlights survival, family bonds, and courage in the face of natural disaster. It

offers readers both education and empathy through a personal lens.

7. The Diary of Anne Frank by Anne Frank

This famous nonfiction diary chronicles the life of Anne Frank, a Jewish girl hiding from the Nazis

during World War II. Her writings provide a poignant and personal perspective on survival during one

of history’s darkest times. The book remains a powerful testament to hope and resilience.

8. I Survived Hurricane Katrina, 2005 by Lauren Tarshis

This entry in the "I Survived" series tells the story of a young boy’s experience during Hurricane

Katrina, one of the most devastating natural disasters in U.S. history. The narrative explores themes of

fear, bravery, and community as the protagonist navigates the storm. It’s an engaging way for readers

to learn about this event.



9. Hatchet by Gary Paulsen

A classic survival fiction novel about a boy named Brian who is stranded alone in the Canadian

wilderness after a plane crash. The story focuses on his resourcefulness, determination, and growth as

he learns to survive in the wild. It’s an inspiring tale of adventure and resilience.
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