
icd 10 code elevated liver function

icd 10 code elevated liver function is a critical medical coding term used to classify and document abnormal
liver enzyme levels detected during laboratory tests. Elevated liver function tests often indicate potential
liver damage, disease, or other systemic conditions requiring further evaluation. Proper coding with ICD-10
helps healthcare providers accurately record diagnoses, facilitates billing processes, and supports
epidemiological tracking. This article explores the significance of the ICD 10 code for elevated liver function,
its clinical implications, related conditions, and best practices for accurate documentation and coding.
Understanding the nuances of these codes is essential for healthcare professionals, medical coders, and billing
specialists to ensure compliance and optimize patient care outcomes. The following sections provide a detailed
overview, including the specific codes used, causes of elevated liver enzymes, diagnostic considerations, and
management strategies.
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Understanding ICD 10 Code for Elevated Liver Function

The ICD 10 code elevated liver function is used to classify abnormal liver enzyme results without a definitive
diagnosis of underlying liver disease. Elevated liver function tests (LFTs) refer to increased levels of enzymes
such as alanine aminotransferase (ALT), aspartate aminotransferase (AST), alkaline phosphatase (ALP), and
gamma-glutamyl transferase (GGT) in the bloodstream. These enzymes are indicators of hepatocellular injury
or cholestasis. The ICD-10 coding system provides specific codes that capture these abnormalities when no
specific liver disease has been diagnosed, allowing for provisional coding and further evaluation. Accurate
coding supports clinical decision-making and insurance billing, emphasizing the importance of understanding the
correct usage of these codes.

Definition and Significance

Elevated liver function does not denote a specific disease but indicates liver stress or damage. The ICD-10 code
enables documentation of abnormal liver enzymes during routine screenings or symptomatic evaluations. This
coding is crucial in identifying patients who require additional diagnostic workup to determine the etiology of
liver enzyme elevations.

When to Use Elevated Liver Function Codes

These codes should be used when elevated liver enzymes are documented, but a confirmed diagnosis of liver
disease is not yet established. It is a temporary code to indicate abnormal findings pending further clinical
correlation.



Causes of Elevated Liver Function Tests

Elevated liver enzymes can arise from various hepatic and extrahepatic conditions. Differentiating these causes
is essential for appropriate management and coding. The causes span a broad spectrum, including infectious,
metabolic, toxic, and autoimmune etiologies.

Common Hepatic Causes

Hepatitis (viral, alcoholic, autoimmune)

Non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD)

Cirrhosis and liver fibrosis

Bile duct obstruction or cholestasis

Liver tumors or metastases

Extrahepatic and Systemic Causes

Muscle disorders causing elevated AST

Hemolysis

Medications and toxins

Cardiac failure leading to hepatic congestion

Sepsis and systemic inflammatory responses

Clinical Implications and Diagnostic Approach

Elevated liver function tests necessitate a systematic clinical evaluation to identify the underlying cause. The
pattern and degree of elevation guide clinicians in diagnosis and management.

Interpreting Liver Enzyme Patterns

The ratio and levels of ALT and AST, along with ALP and bilirubin, help distinguish hepatocellular injury from
cholestasis. For example, predominant ALT elevation suggests hepatocellular damage, whereas ALP elevation
indicates cholestasis or biliary obstruction.

Diagnostic Workup

Detailed patient history including alcohol use, medications, and risk factors

Physical examination focusing on signs of liver disease



Repeat liver function tests to confirm abnormalities

Imaging studies such as ultrasound, CT, or MRI

Serologic testing for viral hepatitis and autoimmune markers

Liver biopsy in selected cases

ICD 10 Codes Related to Liver Function Abnormalities

The ICD-10 coding system includes several codes relevant to elevated liver function, depending on the clinical
findings and diagnosis. These codes facilitate precise documentation and billing.

Common ICD 10 Codes for Elevated Liver Enzymes

R94.5 - Abnormal results of liver function studies: Used when laboratory tests show elevated enzymes
without a specific diagnosis.

K76.9 - Liver disease, unspecified: Used when liver disease is suspected but not specified.

B19.9 - Unspecified viral hepatitis: Used if viral hepatitis is confirmed.

K70.0-K70.9 - Alcoholic liver disease codes: Used if alcohol-related liver damage is diagnosed.

K74.60 - Unspecified cirrhosis of liver: Used in cases of advanced liver scarring.

Guidelines for Selecting Appropriate Codes

When coding elevated liver function, it is essential to use R94.5 for abnormal liver function test results
without further diagnosis. If a definitive liver condition is identified, more specific codes should replace the
provisional abnormality code. Accurate documentation in the medical record is critical for correct code
assignment.

Documentation and Coding Best Practices

Accurate documentation is vital in coding elevated liver function abnormalities. Medical coders rely on clear
clinical notes to assign the correct ICD 10 code, ensuring compliance and reimbursement.

Key Documentation Elements

Explicit mention of elevated liver enzymes in laboratory reports

Clinical notes detailing symptoms, risk factors, and diagnostic impressions

Follow-up plans and additional testing ordered



Definitive diagnosis when available

Common Coding Challenges

Challenges include differentiating transient enzyme elevations from chronic conditions, distinguishing liver-
specific enzyme elevations from systemic causes, and ensuring timely code updates as diagnoses evolve.

Management and Follow-Up of Elevated Liver Function

Management depends on the underlying cause identified after the elevated liver function tests are investigated.
Early detection and coding aid in timely intervention and monitoring.

Initial Management Steps

Repeat liver function tests to confirm abnormalities

Evaluate for reversible causes such as medication effects or alcohol use

Initiate treatment for diagnosed liver diseases

Referral to hepatology specialists as needed

Monitoring and Long-Term Care

Patients with persistent elevated liver enzymes require ongoing monitoring to assess disease progression or
response to therapy. Accurate ICD 10 coding throughout the care continuum supports continuity and quality
of care.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ICD-10 code for elevated liver function tests?

The ICD-10 code for elevated liver function tests without a specified cause is R74.8, which stands for
'Abnormal levels of other serum enzymes.'

Can elevated liver function tests be coded with a specific ICD-10 code?

Elevated liver function tests are typically coded with R74.8 when no specific liver disease is diagnosed. If a
specific liver condition is identified, the corresponding ICD-10 code for that condition should be used.

What does elevated liver function indicate in ICD-10 coding?

Elevated liver function tests indicate abnormal liver enzyme levels detected in blood tests, which can suggest
liver inflammation, damage, or other hepatic conditions needing further evaluation.



How do you document elevated liver function tests in medical coding?

In medical coding, elevated liver function tests are documented using ICD-10 code R74.8 when the cause is
unknown. If a diagnosis such as hepatitis or fatty liver disease is established, the appropriate disease-specific
code should be used instead.

Is there a different ICD-10 code for elevated liver enzymes in children?

No, the same ICD-10 code R74.8 is used for elevated liver enzymes regardless of patient age unless a specific
diagnosis is made.

Can abnormal liver function tests be a symptom code in ICD-10?

Yes, elevated liver function tests are considered abnormal findings and are coded under symptoms and signs,
specifically with R74.8 if no specific etiology is identified.

What are common causes linked to elevated liver function codes in ICD-10?

Common causes include hepatitis (B15-B19), alcoholic liver disease (K70), nonalcoholic fatty liver disease
(K76.0), and drug-induced liver injury (K71), which should be coded if diagnosed instead of just elevated enzyme
levels.

How should a coder approach elevated liver function tests with no
diagnosis?

Coders should assign R74.8 for abnormal liver enzyme levels when there is no definitive diagnosis. They should
also review clinical documentation for any underlying liver diseases to assign more specific codes if available.

Are elevated liver function tests considered a definitive diagnosis in ICD-10?

No, elevated liver function tests indicate an abnormal lab finding but are not a diagnosis. Further clinical
evaluation is needed to identify the underlying cause and assign a definitive ICD-10 code.

Can elevated liver function tests be coded alongside a liver disease ICD-10
code?

Typically, if a liver disease diagnosis is made, only the liver disease ICD-10 code is used. The abnormal test
code R74.8 is generally not coded separately unless the elevated enzymes are unexplained by the diagnosed
condition.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Elevated Liver Function Tests: A Clinical Guide
This book offers a comprehensive overview of elevated liver function tests (LFTs) and their clinical
significance. It delves into the various causes of abnormal LFTs, diagnostic approaches, and management
strategies. Medical professionals will find valuable insights into interpreting test results within the context
of patient history and symptoms.

2. ICD-10 Coding for Liver Disorders: From Basics to Advanced
Designed for coders and healthcare providers, this book explains the ICD-10 codes related to liver function
abnormalities, including elevated liver enzymes. It provides practical guidance on accurate documentation,
coding conventions, and case examples to enhance coding accuracy for billing and clinical purposes.



3. Pathophysiology of Elevated Liver Enzymes
This text explores the underlying biological and pathological mechanisms that lead to elevated liver enzymes.
Covering a range of liver diseases, drug-induced liver injury, and systemic conditions, it helps clinicians
understand the reasons behind abnormal liver function tests and their implications for patient care.

4. Clinical Hepatology: Diagnosis and Management of Liver Function Abnormalities
A detailed resource for hepatologists and general practitioners, this book focuses on diagnosing and managing
conditions associated with elevated liver function tests. It discusses common and rare liver diseases,
diagnostic imaging, biopsy techniques, and therapeutic interventions.

5. Laboratory Interpretation of Liver Function Tests
This guide provides an in-depth look at the laboratory methods used to measure liver enzymes and other markers
of liver health. It explains the significance of different test components, factors affecting test results, and
how to interpret them in clinical scenarios.

6. Elevated Liver Enzymes in Primary Care: A Practical Approach
Tailored for primary care physicians, this book addresses the challenges of evaluating and managing patients
with elevated liver enzymes. It outlines step-by-step clinical pathways, differential diagnoses, and when to
refer patients to specialists for further evaluation.

7. Drug-Induced Liver Injury and Elevated Liver Function Tests
Focusing on hepatotoxicity, this book discusses how various medications and supplements can cause elevated
liver enzymes. It includes case studies, mechanisms of injury, risk factors, and guidelines for monitoring and
preventing drug-induced liver damage.

8. Pediatric Liver Function Abnormalities: Diagnosis and Treatment
This specialized book covers the causes and management of elevated liver function tests in children. It reviews
congenital and acquired liver diseases, diagnostic challenges in pediatrics, and treatment approaches tailored
to younger patients.

9. Advances in Liver Disease Coding and Documentation
This publication highlights the latest updates and best practices in coding liver diseases using ICD-10,
emphasizing accuracy in documenting elevated liver function test findings. It is a valuable tool for healthcare
administrators, coders, and clinicians aiming to improve compliance and reimbursement.
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