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international directory of company histories is an essential resource for researchers, business professionals,
and academics seeking detailed information about the background and development of companies
worldwide. This comprehensive reference work compiles extensive profiles of companies, covering their
origins, growth, challenges, and milestones. It serves as a valuable tool for understanding corporate
evolution, industry trends, and competitive landscapes. The international directory of company histories is
widely utilized in business research, case studies, and market analysis. This article will explore the features,
uses, and benefits of this directory, as well as how to access and leverage it for various professional and
academic purposes. Additionally, it will highlight the scope and content included in the directory and
discuss its relevance in today’s globalized economy.
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Overview of the International Directory of Company Histories
The international directory of company histories is a multi-volume collection that profiles thousands of
companies from various industries and regions. It is designed to provide detailed corporate histories,
including foundational information, strategic developments, and financial data when available. This
directory is published by reputable research and publishing organizations and is updated periodically to
reflect new developments and emerging companies. It is particularly valued for its in-depth narratives that
go beyond basic company descriptions, offering insights into corporate strategies, leadership, and market
challenges. The directory supports a broad range of users, including investors, business strategists, students,
and librarians.



Historical Development of the Directory
The international directory of company histories originated in the late 20th century as a response to
growing demand for detailed business histories that were not readily available in standard financial reports
or databases. Over the years, it has expanded its coverage to include multinational corporations, mid-sized
firms, and notable startups. The directory has evolved with advances in research methodologies and digital
publishing, making it accessible in both print and electronic formats. Its ongoing updates ensure that users
have access to current and relevant company information.

Purpose and Audience
The primary purpose of the international directory of company histories is to offer comprehensive
background information on companies to facilitate informed decision-making and research. Its audience
spans multiple sectors: business analysts use it to assess competitors; academics rely on it for case studies and
economic research; journalists find it useful for corporate reporting; and students use it as a credible source
for assignments. The directory’s detailed and authoritative approach makes it a trusted reference in various
professional and educational contexts.

Key Features and Content
The international directory of company histories contains rich, detailed profiles that cover a wide array of
company aspects. Each entry typically includes the company’s founding date, founders, historical
milestones, leadership changes, product or service developments, financial highlights, and strategic
initiatives. This depth of information supports a nuanced understanding of how companies have evolved
over time and responded to market dynamics.

Typical Profile Structure
Company profiles in the directory are structured to provide a coherent narrative and factual data. Typical
sections include:

Company Overview: Basic details such as location, industry, and size

Founding History: Origins and early development

Business Operations: Core products, services, and markets served

Leadership and Management: Key figures and organizational changes

Financial Performance: Revenue trends and financial highlights



Strategic Developments: Mergers, acquisitions, expansions, and innovations

Additional Content and Features
Beyond individual company profiles, the directory may include thematic essays or industry overviews that
contextualize the companies within broader economic or sector trends. Some editions feature indexes and
cross-references to facilitate research. The availability of electronic versions enhances searchability, allowing
users to quickly locate companies by name, industry, or geography.

Uses and Applications in Business Research
The international directory of company histories is a critical tool in business research, providing reliable
historical data and insights that support various analytical activities. It enables users to trace company
trajectories, compare competitors, and identify industry patterns. This historical perspective is crucial for
understanding current market positions and forecasting future trends.

Competitive Analysis and Market Research
Analysts use the directory to benchmark companies against their rivals by examining their growth
strategies, market expansions, and product innovations. This information assists in identifying competitive
advantages and potential risks. The directory’s comprehensive approach helps in evaluating how companies
adapt to technological changes, regulatory challenges, and economic cycles.

Academic Research and Case Studies
Academics and students frequently utilize the international directory of company histories for case study
development and research papers. The detailed company narratives provide context for studying business
models, leadership decisions, and industry transformations. The directory’s authoritative content ensures
academic rigor and credibility in research outputs.

Accessing the Directory
Access to the international directory of company histories is available through multiple channels, including
academic libraries, business institutions, and online research platforms. The directory is offered in both print
and digital formats, with many libraries subscribing to electronic versions that allow remote access.



Library and Institutional Access
Many universities and public libraries subscribe to the directory, providing patrons with free access to the
resource. Institutional subscriptions often include access to digital databases, which feature advanced search
capabilities and downloadable content. Users typically need library credentials or institutional logins to
access the full content.

Online Databases and Platforms
Several commercial and academic online platforms host the international directory of company histories as
part of their business research collections. These platforms offer user-friendly interfaces and tools for
exporting data, making it easier for researchers to integrate information into reports and presentations.

Benefits for Academic and Professional Users
The international directory of company histories offers numerous benefits to its diverse user base. Its
comprehensive and trustworthy data supports informed decision-making, enhances research quality, and
provides a historical foundation for strategic planning. The directory’s detailed company profiles foster a
deeper understanding of corporate dynamics and industry developments.

Enhanced Research Accuracy and Depth
Relying on verified and thoroughly researched company histories reduces the risk of misinformation and
enhances the credibility of business analyses and academic work. The directory’s detailed narratives and
factual data contribute to a richer, more accurate understanding of corporate histories.

Time Efficiency and Convenience
By consolidating extensive company information into a single resource, the directory saves users significant
time in data collection and verification. Its organized format and search functionalities make it convenient to
locate relevant information quickly, facilitating efficient research workflows.

Scope and Global Coverage
The international directory of company histories covers companies across a wide range of industries and
countries, reflecting the diversity of the global business environment. It includes multinational
corporations, influential regional firms, and emerging companies from various sectors such as
manufacturing, technology, finance, and consumer goods.



Industry and Geographic Diversity
The directory’s comprehensive scope ensures that users can find relevant company histories regardless of
their research focus. It encompasses companies from North America, Europe, Asia, Latin America, Africa,
and Oceania, providing a truly international perspective. This broad coverage supports cross-border business
research and global market analysis.

Regular Updates and Expansions
To maintain relevance and accuracy, the international directory of company histories undergoes regular
updates that add new company profiles and refresh existing entries. This ongoing expansion ensures that
the directory remains a current and authoritative source for understanding the evolving corporate
landscape worldwide.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the International Directory of Company Histories?
The International Directory of Company Histories is a comprehensive reference resource that provides
detailed histories and profiles of major companies from around the world, covering their backgrounds,
developments, and key milestones.

Who publishes the International Directory of Company Histories?
The International Directory of Company Histories is published by St. James Press, a division of Gale, which
specializes in producing business and reference publications.

How can the International Directory of Company Histories be accessed?
It can be accessed through academic libraries, business research databases, and sometimes directly via
subscription services offered by Gale or other library consortia.

What type of companies are included in the International Directory of
Company Histories?
The directory includes a wide range of companies from various industries and regions, focusing primarily
on well-established and influential firms with significant historical and business impact.



How often is the International Directory of Company Histories updated?
The directory is periodically updated with new volumes that add recent company histories and update
existing entries to reflect current developments and changes.

Can the International Directory of Company Histories be used for
academic research?
Yes, it is a valuable resource for academic research in business history, corporate studies, and industry
analysis, providing authoritative and well-researched company profiles.

What kind of information is typically found in a company profile within
the directory?
Profiles typically include the company's founding, key executives, business strategy, product lines,
financial performance, mergers and acquisitions, and other significant events.

Is the International Directory of Company Histories available in digital
format?
Yes, many institutions provide access to the directory in digital format through online databases, allowing
users to search and browse company histories electronically.

How can businesses benefit from using the International Directory of
Company Histories?
Businesses can use the directory for competitive analysis, understanding market trends, learning from the
strategies of successful companies, and gaining insights into industry evolution and corporate governance.

Additional Resources
1. International Directory of Company Histories, Volume 1
This comprehensive volume offers detailed histories of major global corporations, tracing their origins,
growth, and strategic developments. It serves as an essential resource for researchers, business professionals,
and students seeking insights into corporate evolution across various industries. The book includes profiles
of companies from diverse sectors, highlighting key milestones and leadership changes.

2. Global Business Leaders: Company Histories and Success Stories
Focusing on the biographies of influential business leaders and the companies they built, this book provides
an in-depth look at entrepreneurial journeys worldwide. It explores how visionary leadership shaped



company cultures and market positions. Readers gain an understanding of the challenges and triumphs
experienced by firms in an interconnected global economy.

3. Corporate Chronicles: An International Directory of Business Histories
This directory compiles the histories of prominent companies on an international scale, offering a
chronological narrative of their development. It covers mergers, acquisitions, and innovations that have
defined the corporate landscape. The book is a valuable reference for those studying business history,
providing case studies and company profiles.

4. Encyclopedia of Global Corporate History
A thorough encyclopedia that covers the historical backgrounds of thousands of corporations spanning
continents and industries. It provides context on economic, social, and technological factors influencing
company growth. The reference work is ideal for academic institutions and libraries seeking authoritative
information on global business evolution.

5. International Business Histories: Profiles of Leading Companies
This book presents detailed profiles of leading companies, emphasizing their international expansion and
strategic initiatives. It includes analyses of market entry strategies, competitive advantages, and
organizational changes. The text is useful for understanding how companies adapt to varying economic
environments worldwide.

6. World Company Histories: A Directory of Corporate Development
Covering a wide range of industries, this directory offers concise company histories that highlight key
events and turning points. It provides insights into corporate governance, product innovation, and market
dynamics. The book serves as a handy tool for business analysts and history enthusiasts alike.

7. Global Corporate Profiles: Historical Perspectives and Analysis
This volume combines historical narratives with analytical commentary on major corporations operating
internationally. It explores economic trends, leadership styles, and competitive strategies that have
influenced company trajectories. The book is designed to support research in business strategy and
corporate history.

8. International Directory of Family-Owned Businesses and Their Histories
Dedicated to family-owned enterprises, this directory traces the heritage and growth of influential family-
run companies worldwide. It examines succession planning, family governance, and the impact of tradition
on business practices. Readers interested in family business dynamics will find this resource particularly
insightful.

9. Corporate Evolution: An International Directory of Company Histories and Milestones
This book highlights the evolution of companies through significant milestones such as product launches,
technological advancements, and global expansions. It offers a detailed look at how firms have navigated
changing markets and regulatory environments. The directory is a comprehensive tool for understanding
the lifecycle of international businesses.
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