IOWA STATE GRADUATION CORDS

IOWA STATE GRADUATION CORDS ARE A SIGNIFICANT SYMBOL OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND RECOGNITION AT lOWA STATE
UNIVERSITY. THESE CORDS REPRESENT VARIOUS HONORS, DISTINCTIONS, AND PARTICIPATION IN SPECIFIC ORGANIZATIONS OR
ACADEMIC PROGRAMS. UNDERSTANDING THE MEANING AND ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR DIFFERENT GRADUATION CORDS IS ESSENTIAL
FOR STUDENTS PREPARING TO GRADUATE. THIS ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF lOWA STATE GRADUATION
CORDS, INCLUDING THE TYPES AVAILABLE, HOW STUDENTS CAN EARN THEM, AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF EACH CORD COLOR.
ADDITIONALLY, DETAILS ON ORDERING, WEARING PROTOCOL, AND FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ARE INCLUDED TO ENSURE
GRADUATES ARE WELL-PREPARED FOR THEIR COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY. \WHETHER A STUDENT IS GRADUATING WITH HONORS,
INVOLVED IN LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS, OR RECOGNIZED FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE, THIS GUIDE COVERS ALL ASPECTS OF lowa
STATE GRADUATION CORDS.

Tvpes ofF lowa STATE GRADUATION CORDS

o ELIGIBILITY AND CRITERIA FOR GRADUATION CORDS

o ORDERING AND DISTRIBUTION PROCESS

ProPER WEARING OF GRADUATION CORDS

o FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS ABOUT lowA STATE GRADUATION CORDS

TyPes oF lowA STATE GRADUATION CORDS

lowA STATE UNIVERSITY OFFERS A VARIETY OF GRADUATION CORDS TO ACKNOWLEDGE STUDENTS’ ACHIEVEMENTS ACROSS
ACADEMIC, LEADERSHIP, AND SERVICE DOMAINS. EACH CORD COLOR CORRESPONDS TO A SPECIFIC HONOR OR ORGANIZATION,
ALLOWING GRADUATION PARTICIPANTS AND ATTENDEES TO RECOGNIZE ACCOMPLISHMENTS AT A GLANCE.

AcADeMIC HoNors CorDSs

GRADUATION CORDS AW ARDED FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE ARE AMONG THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS AT lOoWA STATE. THESE
INCLUDE CORDS FOR STUDENTS GRADUATING WITH HONORS SUCH AS CUM LAUDE, MAGNA CUM LAUDE, AND SUMMA CUM LAUDE
DISTINCTIONS. THE COLORS OF THESE CORDS ARE STANDARDIZED TO REPRESENT THE LEVEL OF ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.

ORGANIZATIONAL AND LEADERSHIP CORDS

STUDENTS WHO HAVE DEMONSTRATED LEADERSHIP THROUGH PARTICIPATION IN RECOGNIZED STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS, HONOR
SOCIETIES, OR LEADERSHIP PROGRAMS MAY RECEIVE CORDS REFLECTING THEIR INVOLVEMENT. THESE CORDS VARY IN COLOR AND
SIGNIFY COMMITMENT BEYOND ACADEMICS, HIGHLIGHTING LEADERSHIP, SERVICE, AND ENGAGEMENT.

SpeciAL RecoGNiTioN Corps

ADDITIONAL CORDS MAY BE AWARDED FOR AREAS SUCH AS COMMUNITY SERVICE, MILITARY SERVICE, OR PARTICIPATION IN
DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION INITIATIVES. THESE CORDS RECOGNIZE UNIQUE CONTRIBUTIONS AND EFFORTS MADE BY STUDENTS
DURING THEIR TIME AT lOWA STATE UNIVERSITY.



ELiGIBILITY AND CRITERIA FOR GRADUATION CORDS

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR EARNING [OWA STATE GRADUATION CORDS DEPEND ON THE SPECIFIC HONOR OR ORGANIZATION
REPRESENTED BY THE CORD. THESE CRITERIA ENSURE THAT ONLY QUALIFYING STUDENTS RECEIVE APPROPRIATE RECOGNITION AT
COMMENCEMENT.

AcADeEMIC HoNors CRITERIA

STUDENTS MUST MEET GPA THRESHOLDS SET BY THE UNIVERSITY TO QUALIFY FOR ACADEMIC HONORS CORDS. TYPICALLY, THE
CRITERIA ARE:

e CuM LAaube: GPA oF 3.50 To 3.69
o MaGNA CuM LAube: GPA ofF 3.70 To 3.89

o SuMMA CuM LAUDE: GPA ofF 3.90 AND ABOVE

THeSE GPA RANGES ARE SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION BASED ON THE UNIVERSITY’S CURRENT ACADEMIC POLICIES.

ORGANIZATIONAL MEMBERSHIP REQUIREMENTS

FOR CORDS REPRESENTING STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS OR HONOR SOCIETIES, STUDENTS MUST BE ACTIVE MEMBERS IN GOOD
STANDING. SOME ORGANIZATIONS REQUIRE COMPLETION OF LEADERSHIP ROLES, COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS, OR PARTICIPATION
IN SPECIFIC PROGRAMS DURING THE ACADEMIC YEAR.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION QUALIFICATIONS

SPECIAL RECOGNITION CORDS MAY REQUIRE VERIFICATION OF SERVICE, PARTICIPATION IN MILITARY PROGRAMS, OR INVOLVEMENT
IN DIVERSITY INITIATIVES. DOCUMENTATION OR RECOMMENDATIONS MAY BE NECESSARY TO VALIDATE ELIGIBILITY FOR THESE
CORDS.

ORDERING AND DISTRIBUTION PROCESS

THE PROCESS FOR OBTAINING |OWA STATE GRADUATION CORDS INVOLVES COORDINATION BETWEEN THE UNIVERSITY,
ACADEMIC DEPARTMENTS, AND STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS. (UNDERSTANDING THE ORDERING AND DISTRIBUTION TIMELINE IS CRUCIAL
FOR STUDENTS PLANNING TO WEAR CORDS AT GRADUATION.

UNIVERSITY-ProvVIDED CORDS

ACADEMIC HONORS CORDS ARE TYPICALLY PROVIDED BY THE UNIVERSITY OR THE REGISTRAR’S OFFICE AT NO ADDITIONAL COST.
ELIGIBLE STUDENTS ARE NOTIFIED IN ADVANCE AND CAN PICK UP THEIR CORDS DURING DESIGNATED TIMES BEFORE THE
COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY.

ORGANIZATION AND DEPARTMENT CORDS

STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS AND ACADEMIC DEPARTMENTS RESPONSIBLE FOR LEADERSHIP OR SPECIAL RECOGNITION CORDS
GENERALLY MANAGE THEIR OWN ORDERING PROCESS. STUDENTS SHOULD CONFIRM DEADLINES AND PAYMENT REQUIREMENTS WITH
THEIR RESPECTIVE ORGANIZATIONS TO ENSURE TIMELY RECEIPT OF CORDS.



IMPORTANT DEADLINES AND PROCEDURES

ADHERING TO DEADLINES IS ESSENTIAL. STUDENTS SHOULD:

o CONFIRM ELIGIBILITY AND APPLICATION STATUS EARLY IN THE SEMESTER OF GRADUATION
e SUBMIT ANY REQUIRED FORMS OR FEES PROMPTLY

e ATTEND SCHEDULED PICK-UP TIMES TO RECEIVE CORDS AND OTHER REGALIA

ProPeErR WEARING OF GRADUATION CORDS

W/EARING GRADUATION CORDS CORRECTLY IS IMPORTANT TO MAINTAIN THE DECORUM AND TRADITION OF THE COMMENCEMENT
CEREMONY. lowWA STATE UNIVERSITY PROVIDES GUIDELINES FOR HOW CORDS SHOULD BE WORN WITH THE CAP AND GOWN
ATTIRE.

PLACEMENT AND ORIENTATION

GRADUATION CORDS ARE DRAPED AROUND THE NECK AND REST EVENLY ON BOTH SHOULDERS. THE ENDS SHOULD HANG STRAIGHT
DOWN THE FRONT OF THE GOWN, ENSURING THE CORDS ARE VISIBLE BUT NOT TANGLED.

CoMsINING MuLTIPLE CORDS

STUDENTS WHO EARN MULTIPLE CORDS MAY WEAR MORE THAN ONE SIMULTANEOUSLY. |T IS RECOMMENDED TO ARRANGE CORDS
NEATLY AND AVOID EXCESSIVE LAYERING THAT COULD DETRACT FROM THE OVERALL APPEARANCE.

ADDITIONAL REGALIA CONSIDERATIONS

IN ADDITION TO CORDS, GRADUATES MAY WEAR STOLES, MEDALLIONS, OR PINS SIGNIFYING OTHER HONORS OR AFFILIATIONS.
COORDINATION WITH CORDS IS IMPORTANT TO MAINTAIN A BALANCED AND RESPECTFUL LOOK THROUGHOUT THE CEREMONY.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS ABOUT lowA STATE GRADUATION CORDS

MANY STUDENTS HAVE QUESTIONS REGARDING THE SPECIFICS OF lOWA STATE GRADUATION CORDS. THE FOLLOWING ANSWERS
ADDRESS COMMON INQUIRIES TO ASSIST GRADUATES IN PREPARATION FOR COMMENCEMENT.

CAN STUDENTS PURCHASE CORDS IF THEY ARE NOT ELIGIBLE FOR HONORS?

GENERALLY, ACADEMIC HONORS CORDS ARE RESERVED FOR STUDENTS WHO MEET GPA REQUIREMENTS. HO\X/EVER, SOME
ORGANIZATIONS MAY SELL CORDS TO MEMBERS REGARDLESS OF ACADEMIC STANDING. |T IS IMPORTANT TO VERIFY THE SOURCE
AND ELIGIBILITY BEFORE PURCHASING.

ARE THERE RESTRICTIONS ON HOW MANY CORDS A STUDENT CAN WEAR?

THERE IS NO OFFICIAL LIMIT ON THE NUMBER OF CORDS WORN, BUT IT IS ADVISABLE TO WEAR ONLY THOSE EARNED OR A\ ARDED
TO AVOID CONFUSION OR MISREPRESENTATION. EXCESSIVE CORDS MAY ALSO BE IMPRACTICAL OR UNCOMFORTABLE DURING THE



CEREMONY.

\W/HAT SHOULD STUDENTS DO IF THEY LOSE THEIR GRADUATION CORDS BEFORE THE
CEREMONY?

STUDENTS SHOULD CONTACT THE APPROPRIATE UNIVERSITY OFFICE OR ORGANIZATION AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO INQUIRE
ABOUT REPLACEMENT OPTIONS. THERE MAY BE FEES OR DEADLINES ASSOCIATED WITH REPLACING LOST CORDS.

DO GRADUATION CORDS DIFFER BY COLLEGE OR DEPARTMENT WITHIN lOowA STATE?

W/HILE MANY CORDS ARE STANDARDIZED UNIVERSITY-WIDE, SOME COLLEGES OR DEPARTMENTS MAY HAVE UNIQUE CORDS TO
RECOGNIZE SPECIFIC ACHIEVEMENTS OR PROGRAMS. STUDENTS SHOULD CHECK WITH THEIR ACADEMIC ADVISORS OR DEPARTMENT
OFFICES FOR DETAILS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT COLORS ARE THE lowWA STATE UNIVERSITY GRADUATION CORDS?

lowA STATE UNIVERSITY GRADUATION CORDS TYPICALLY FEATURE THE SCHOOL'S OFFICIAL COLORS, CARDINAL AND GOLD,
SYMBOLIZING SCHOOL SPIRIT AND ACHIEVEMENT.

How cAN | PURCHASE lowA STATE GRADUATION CORDS?

GRADUATION CORDS FOR |OWA STATE CAN BE PURCHASED THROUGH THE UNIVERSITY'S OFFICIAL BOOKSTORE, AUTHORIZED
VENDORS, OR ONLINE PLATFORMS THAT SPECIALIZE IN GRADUATION REGALIA.

\WHAT DO THE DIFFERENT |OWA STATE GRADUATION CORDS REPRESENT?

DIFFERENT CORDS AT |OWA STATE REPRESENT VARIOUS HONORS, ACHIEVEMENTS, OR MEMBERSHIPS IN ACADEMIC SOCIETIES,
SUCH AS HONORS DISTINCTIONS, DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS, OR STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS.

\X/HEN SHOULD | ORDER MY |lOWA STATE GRADUATION CORDS?

[T IS RECOMMENDED TO ORDER |IOWA STATE GRADUATION CORDS AT LEAST A FEW WEEKS BEFORE THE GRADUATION CEREMONY
TO ENSURE TIMELY DELIVERY AND AVAILABILITY.

CAN lowA STATE GRADUATION CORDS BE WORN WITH ANY GRADUATION GOWN?

lowA STATE GRADUATION CORDS ARE DESIGNED TO COMPLEMENT THE OFFICIAL UNIVERSITY GRADUATION GOWN BUT CAN
GENERALLY BE WORN WITH ANY ACADEMIC REGALIA DURING THE CEREMONY, FOLLOWING UNIVERSITY GUIDELINES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe CompLETE GUIDE TO lowA STATE GRADUATION CORDS

THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE COVERS EVERY THING STUDENTS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT GRADUATION CORDS AT lowA STATE
UNIVERSITY. IT EXPLAINS THE SIGNIFICANCE, ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, AND THE PROCESS OF OBTAINING DIFFERENT CORDS. PERFECT
FOR GRADUATING SENIORS WHO WANT TO HONOR THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS PROPERLY.

2. Honors AND DISTINCTIONS: lowaA STATE GRADUATION CoRDS EXPLAINED



DIVE INTO THE HISTORY AND MEANING BEHIND EACH GRADUATION CORD AWARDED AT |lOWA STATE. THIS BOOK DETAILS THE
VARIOUS ACADEMIC AND EXTRACURRICULAR HONORS REPRESENTED BY CORDS, HELPING STUDENTS UNDERSTAND HOW TO
PROUDLY DISPLAY THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS. A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR STUDENTS AND FACULTY ALIKE.

3. CELEBRATING SUCCESS: A STUDENT’S GUIDE TO lowA STATE GRADUATION REGALIA

FOCUSED ON THE TRADITIONS AND REGALIA OF |OWA STATE GRADUATIONS, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE ROLE OF CORDS,
STOLES, AND GOWNS. [T PROVIDES TIPS ON SELECTING THE RIGHT CORDS TO MATCH YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS AND SHARES INSPIRING
STORIES FROM PAST GRADUATES. AN ESSENTIAL READ FOR THOSE PREPARING FOR COMMENCEMENT DAY.

4. ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AT lowA STATE: UNDERSTANDING GRADUA TION CORDS

THIS TITLE EXPLORES THE ACADEMIC CRITERIA BEHIND GRADUATION CORDS AWARDED TO |OWA STATE STUDENTS. |T OFFERS
INSIGHTS INTO HOW DIFFERENT COLLEGES WITHIN THE UNIVERSITY RECOGNIZE SCHOLARLY ACHIEVEMENTS WITH SPECIFIC CORDS.
IDEAL FOR STUDENTS AIMING TO MEET OR SURPASS THESE STANDARDS.

5. Beyonp THE GOWN: THE SIGNIFICANCE OF lowA STATE GRADUATION CORDS

EXPLORE THE CULTURAL AND SYMBOLIC IMPORTANCE OF GRADUATION CORDS AT lowaA STATE UNIVERSITY. THE BOOK
DISCUSSES HOW CORDS REFLECT STUDENT DEDICATION, LEADERSHIP, AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT. T ALSO PROVIDES ADVICE
ON HOW TO EARN VARIOUS CORDS THROUGHOUT YOUR COLLEGE CAREER.

6. THE HisTorY AND TRADITIONS OF lowA STATE GRADUATION ATTIRE

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE TRADITIONS SURROUNDING |OWA STATE’S GRADUATION CEREMONIES, WITH A SPECIAL FOCUS ON
CORDS. READERS WILL LEARN ABOUT THE ORIGINS OF DIFFERENT CORDS AND HOW THEY HAVE EVOLVED OVER TIME. A GREAT
RESOURCE FOR HISTORY BUFFS AND THOSE INTERESTED IN UNIVERSITY CUSTOMS.

7. How 1o EArRN AND WEAR lowA STATE GRADUATION CORDS WITH PRIDE

OFFERING PRACTICAL ADVICE, THIS GUIDE HELPS STUDENTS NAVIGATE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR EARNING GRADUATION CORDS AT
[owA STATE. |T ALSO COVERS PROPER ETIQUETTE FOR WEARING CORDS DURING THE CEREMONY. A MUST-HAVE FOR STUDENTS
WHO WANT TO MAKE THE MOST OF THEIR GRADUATION DAY.

8. lowa STATE GRADUATION CORDS: A SymeoL ofF ACHIEVEMENT AND COMMUNITY

THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS THE COMMUNITY AND LEADERSHIP ASPECTS REPRESENTED BY VARIOUS GRADUATION CORDS AT lOwWA
STATE. IT SHOWCASES STORIES OF STUDENTS WHO HAVE MADE SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO CAMPUS LIFE AND EARNED
CORDS AS A RESULT. INSPIRING AND MOTIVATIONAL FOR CURRENT AND FUTURE STUDENTS.

Q. PrePARING FOR COMMENCEMENT: A STUDENT’S HANDBOOK ON [owWA STATE GRADUATION CORDS

DESIGNED AS A STEP-BY-STEP HANDBOOK, THIS BOOK GUIDES STUDENTS THROUGH THE PROCESS OF SELECTING, PURCHASING,
AND WEARING GRADUATION CORDS AT |OWA STATE. IT INCLUDES TIMELINES, CONTACT INFORMATION, AND FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS. AN INVALUABLE TOOL FOR SENIORS PLANNING THEIR BIG DAY.
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