
lds relief society general presidency

lds relief society general presidency refers to the leadership body of the
Relief Society, one of the oldest and largest women's organizations in the
world, affiliated with The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS
Church). This presidency plays a crucial role in guiding, inspiring, and
supporting women in the church through various spiritual, educational, and
humanitarian initiatives. Understanding the structure, history, and
responsibilities of the LDS Relief Society General Presidency provides
insight into how the organization fosters faith, charity, and service among
its members worldwide. This article will explore the origins, composition,
duties, and impact of the Relief Society General Presidency. Furthermore, it
will highlight notable leaders and discuss the presidency’s role in modern
church programs and community outreach efforts. The following sections
provide a detailed overview of the LDS Relief Society General Presidency and
its significant contributions to the LDS Church and its members.
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Overview of the LDS Relief Society General
Presidency

The LDS Relief Society General Presidency is the highest governing body of
the Relief Society organization within the LDS Church. It consists of a
president and two counselors who oversee the global activities and programs
designed to support women’s spiritual growth, welfare, and service
opportunities. The presidency works closely with local Relief Society leaders
and other church authorities to implement church-wide initiatives and provide
resources for women across diverse cultures and backgrounds. As a key
leadership group, the General Presidency ensures that the Relief Society’s
mission aligns with the teachings and directives of the LDS Church. Their
efforts contribute significantly to strengthening families, enhancing
community involvement, and promoting charitable work worldwide.

History and Evolution of the Relief Society
Presidency

The Relief Society was established in 1842, and its general presidency has
evolved over the years to meet the growing needs of the LDS Church’s female
membership. Initially, the organization focused on providing relief and



support to pioneer women and families. Over time, the presidency’s role
expanded to include spiritual guidance, educational programs, and
humanitarian efforts. Early presidencies laid the foundation for the Relief
Society’s emphasis on faith, family, and service, which continues today. The
history of the Relief Society General Presidency reflects the broader
development of the LDS Church and its increasing global reach.

Founding and Early Leadership

The first general presidency was organized shortly after the Relief Society’s
formation under the direction of Joseph Smith and Emma Smith, the wife of the
prophet. Emma Smith served as the first Relief Society president, guiding the
women in charitable works and spiritual development. Subsequent presidencies
built upon this foundation, adapting to the changing needs of church members
and expanding the organization’s scope.

Modern Developments

In recent decades, the LDS Relief Society General Presidency has embraced
technological advances and global communication to better serve women
worldwide. The presidency now oversees initiatives that address contemporary
issues such as education, health, self-reliance, and humanitarian aid. This
evolution demonstrates the presidency’s commitment to remaining relevant and
effective in a rapidly changing world.

Structure and Roles within the General
Presidency

The LDS Relief Society General Presidency is composed of three women: a
president and two counselors. These leaders are called by the First
Presidency of the LDS Church and serve until released. The presidency
collaborates closely with the Relief Society General Board and other church
auxiliary organizations to fulfill their responsibilities.

President

The president is the primary leader and spokesperson for the Relief Society
organization. She directs the overall vision and strategic planning for the
organization’s programs and initiatives. The president represents the Relief
Society in church leadership meetings and public events and provides
spiritual guidance to women worldwide.

Counselors

The two counselors assist the president in administrative duties, program
development, and member support. They often oversee specific areas such as
education, welfare, or service and ensure that Relief Society efforts are
coordinated effectively across different regions and congregations.



Collaboration with Other Church Leaders

The General Presidency works in conjunction with local Relief Society
presidents, bishops, stake presidents, and other church authorities to
implement policies and programs. This collaborative structure ensures that
the Relief Society’s mission is integrated into the broader framework of the
LDS Church’s work.

Responsibilities and Functions of the
Presidency

The LDS Relief Society General Presidency carries a wide range of
responsibilities aimed at nurturing the spiritual and temporal well-being of
women in the church. Their work encompasses program planning, instruction,
humanitarian service, and leadership development.

Spiritual Leadership and Teaching

A central responsibility of the presidency is to provide spiritual
instruction through talks, messages, and published materials. They oversee
lesson manuals, conference addresses, and online resources designed to
strengthen faith and inspire righteous living among women.

Administration and Program Oversight

The presidency manages the organization’s administrative functions, including
the development of curricula, dissemination of information, and coordination
of Relief Society meetings worldwide. They establish goals and monitor
progress to ensure programs meet the needs of members.

Humanitarian and Welfare Efforts

The Relief Society General Presidency directs initiatives focused on
humanitarian aid, disaster relief, and self-reliance training. They mobilize
resources and coordinate efforts to assist those in need both within and
outside the church community.

Empowerment and Leadership Training

The presidency is dedicated to identifying and nurturing women leaders within
the church. They provide training, mentorship, and support to local Relief
Society leaders and encourage active participation in church service and
community involvement.

Notable Leaders of the LDS Relief Society
General Presidency

Throughout its history, the LDS Relief Society General Presidency has been



led by remarkable women who have left lasting legacies through their service
and leadership. Their contributions have shaped the organization and
influenced countless lives.

Emma Smith – The first Relief Society president, known for her
foundational role and dedication during the church’s early years.

Eliza R. Snow – A poet and organizer, she helped expand the Relief
Society’s reach and emphasize education and charity.

Belle S. Spafford – Longest-serving Relief Society president who
modernized the organization and promoted global humanitarian work.

Julie B. Beck – Known for her focus on education and strengthening
families during her tenure in the early 21st century.

Jean B. Bingham – The current president as of 2024, emphasizing global
sisterhood and service in diverse cultures.

Impact and Influence on LDS Women and
Communities

The LDS Relief Society General Presidency has had a profound impact on
women’s lives within the LDS Church and beyond. Their leadership fosters
unity, faith, and service, empowering women to contribute meaningfully to
their families and communities.

Strengthening Families

The presidency promotes teachings and programs that support family
relationships, parenting, and spiritual growth. These efforts help women
fulfill their roles as nurturers and leaders within their homes.

Community Service and Humanitarian Work

Under the General Presidency’s direction, the Relief Society participates in
numerous charitable activities, including disaster relief, food storage
initiatives, and support for vulnerable populations. These programs extend
the church’s message of compassion to the broader community.

Global Sisterhood and Cultural Inclusion

The presidency encourages inclusivity and recognizes the unique challenges
faced by women around the world. Their initiatives aim to build a global
sisterhood that transcends cultural and geographic boundaries.



Educational Opportunities

Through workshops, conferences, and published materials, the General
Presidency advances educational opportunities for women to develop
spiritually, intellectually, and personally.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who currently serves in the LDS Relief Society
General Presidency?

As of 2024, the LDS Relief Society General Presidency is led by President
Camille N. Johnson, with First Counselor J. Anette Dennis and Second
Counselor Kristin M. Yee.

What is the primary role of the Relief Society
General Presidency?

The primary role of the Relief Society General Presidency is to lead and
oversee the global Relief Society organization, which is the women’s
organization of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, focusing on
spiritual growth, service, and welfare.

How does the Relief Society General Presidency
support local congregations?

The Relief Society General Presidency provides guidance, resources, and
training to local Relief Society leaders to help them minister to women in
their congregations and carry out church programs effectively.

What recent initiatives has the Relief Society
General Presidency introduced?

Recent initiatives include enhancing sisterhood and community service
programs, increasing access to mental health resources, and promoting self-
reliance and educational opportunities for women worldwide.

How often does the Relief Society General Presidency
meet with local leaders?

The Relief Society General Presidency meets regularly with stake and ward
Relief Society leaders through virtual meetings and regional conferences to
provide instruction and support.

Can women from the Relief Society General Presidency
be contacted for personal counsel?

Typically, members of the Relief Society General Presidency do not provide
personal counsel directly but are accessible through official church channels
and during general conference sessions.



How has the Relief Society General Presidency adapted
to changes caused by the COVID-19 pandemic?

They have adapted by increasing virtual meetings and online resources,
encouraging home-centered worship, and emphasizing community support while
observing health guidelines.

Additional Resources
1. "Women of Faith: The Story of the LDS Relief Society General Presidency"
This book offers an in-depth look at the lives and contributions of the women
who have served in the LDS Relief Society General Presidency. It explores
their spiritual journeys, leadership challenges, and the impact they have had
on the Relief Society organization. Readers gain insight into how these
leaders have influenced the growth and strength of the Relief Society.

2. "Leading with Love: Lessons from the Relief Society General Presidency"
Focusing on principles of leadership and service, this book shares
inspirational stories and teachings from members of the LDS Relief Society
General Presidency. It emphasizes the role of love, faith, and compassion in
guiding the organization. The book also provides practical advice for women
seeking to serve in leadership roles within the church.

3. "Strength in Sisterhood: The Legacy of the Relief Society Presidency"
This volume chronicles the history and evolution of the Relief Society
General Presidency from its early days to the present. It highlights
significant milestones and the ways these leaders have fostered sisterhood
and spiritual growth among LDS women worldwide. The book also includes
personal reflections from past and current presidencies.

4. "Faith and Service: Reflections from the Relief Society General
Presidency"
A collection of talks, writings, and reflections from members of the Relief
Society General Presidency, this book offers spiritual encouragement and
guidance. It addresses themes such as faith, service, resilience, and
charity, illustrating how these leaders have inspired Relief Society sisters
to live Christlike lives.

5. "Women Who Lead: Inspirational Stories from the Relief Society Presidency"
Highlighting the personal stories behind the public roles, this book shares
the journeys of women who have served in the LDS Relief Society General
Presidency. It explores their backgrounds, challenges, and the divine
experiences that shaped their leadership. The book aims to motivate and
uplift readers through these powerful narratives.

6. "The Heart of Relief Society: Teachings from the General Presidency"
This book compiles key messages and teachings delivered by the Relief Society
General Presidency over the years. It covers topics such as faith, family,
service, and personal development, reflecting the core values of the Relief
Society. The collection serves as a spiritual resource for members seeking to
deepen their commitment to the gospel.

7. "Guided by the Spirit: Leadership in the Relief Society General
Presidency"
Examining the spiritual guidance and inspiration behind Relief Society
leadership, this book discusses how the General Presidency has been led by
revelation and prayer. It offers insights into decision-making processes and



the importance of seeking divine direction in church service. The book is
both a historical account and a spiritual study.

8. "Empowering Women: The Relief Society General Presidency and Modern
Challenges"
This book addresses how the Relief Society General Presidency has responded
to contemporary issues facing women in the church and society. It highlights
initiatives and programs designed to empower and support women spiritually,
emotionally, and socially. Readers will find examples of adaptive leadership
and compassionate service.

9. "A Legacy of Faith: The Influence of the Relief Society General
Presidency"
Tracing the profound influence of the Relief Society General Presidency on
LDS women and the broader church community, this book showcases their lasting
legacy. It examines key projects, humanitarian efforts, and doctrinal
teachings promoted under their leadership. The book celebrates their enduring
commitment to building faith and fellowship among women.
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