
lds temples order built

lds temples order built is a phrase that refers to the chronological sequence in which temples of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church) have been constructed and dedicated.
Understanding the order in which these sacred edifices were built provides insight into the historical
growth, geographical expansion, and evolving architectural styles of the LDS Church. This article explores
the concept of the LDS temples order built, detailing the earliest temples, patterns of construction over the
decades, and notable milestones in temple development. Additionally, the article covers the significance of
the order in which temples were built and how this reflects broader church history and priorities. Readers
will gain a comprehensive understanding of the LDS temples’ chronological development and the factors
influencing their construction sequence.
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Historical Overview of LDS Temples
The history of LDS temples dates back to the early 19th century, with the construction of the first temples
marking a foundational period for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Temples hold a unique
place within LDS theology and practices, serving as sacred spaces for ordinances and covenants. The order
in which these temples were built is closely linked with the church’s geographic movements, membership
growth, and doctrinal developments. Early temples were constructed under difficult circumstances, often
in newly settled or remote locations. Over time, the temple-building program has reflected the church’s
expanding global presence and its emphasis on providing access to temple worship for members
worldwide.



Significance of Temples in LDS Faith
Temples are considered houses of the Lord and are distinct from regular meetinghouses or chapels. They
are dedicated to performing sacred ordinances such as eternal marriages, baptisms for the dead, and
endowments. The order in which temples were constructed often aligned with areas of concentrated
membership or historical significance, highlighting the importance of temples in the spiritual life of the
church and its adherents.

Chronology of Early LDS Temples
The earliest LDS temples set the precedent for the church’s temple-building efforts. These temples,
constructed in the 19th century, were fewer in number but rich in historical and spiritual importance. The
order built reflects the church’s initial centers of gathering and leadership.

First Temples Built
The first LDS temple constructed was the Kirtland Temple in Ohio, dedicated in 1836. Although it is no
longer used as an LDS temple today, Kirtland holds historical significance as the first temple built by
church members. Following Kirtland, the Nauvoo Temple in Illinois was completed in 1846. This temple
was notable for its innovative design and was the last temple completed before the church’s westward
migration.

Temples Built During Pioneer Era
After the migration to Utah, the Salt Lake Temple was the third major temple built, taking 40 years to
complete and dedicated in 1893. Its prolonged construction period reflected the challenges faced by the
early pioneers. Other temples built in this era include the St. George Temple (dedicated in 1877) and the
Logan Temple (dedicated in 1884), both located in Utah and serving the growing LDS population in the
region.

Patterns in LDS Temples Order Built
The sequence in which LDS temples were constructed reveals patterns related to membership growth,
geographic priorities, and church leadership directives. The order built often corresponds to the strategic
placement of temples in areas with significant church populations or historical importance.



Growth-Based Construction
As the church membership expanded, especially during the 20th century, the order of temple construction
shifted from isolated pioneer communities to larger urban centers domestically and internationally. This
shift reflects the church’s efforts to make temple services more accessible to members worldwide.

Acceleration of Temple Building in Recent Decades
Starting in the late 20th century, the pace of temple construction increased significantly. The church began
announcing multiple temples in rapid succession, emphasizing smaller designs and regional distribution.
This change altered the traditional order built by focusing on accessibility rather than solely on population
density or historical significance.

Geographical Expansion of Temples
The order built of LDS temples also illustrates the geographic spread of the church from its American roots
into a worldwide faith. Temples have been constructed on every inhabited continent, reflecting the
church’s global membership and missionary efforts.

Temples in North America
North America, particularly the United States, contains the majority of the early temples, consistent with
the church’s origin and historical centers. The order built here reflects the initial settlement patterns and
subsequent expansion into new states and regions.

International Temple Construction
Beginning in the mid-20th century, temples were constructed outside the United States, marking a new
phase in the order of temple building. The Cardston Alberta Temple in Canada, dedicated in 1923, was the
first temple built outside the U.S. Later, temples in countries such as Mexico, Brazil, England, and Japan
followed, reflecting the church’s growing international presence.

Architectural Evolution Through Temple Construction
Examining the LDS temples order built also reveals changes in architectural styles and temple design
philosophy. Early temples featured distinctive designs with elaborate craftsmanship, while modern temples
often incorporate standardized, efficient designs to facilitate rapid construction.



Early Temple Architecture
The first temples, including Kirtland, Nauvoo, and Salt Lake, showcased unique architectural elements
reflective of 19th-century styles and symbolic motifs. These temples were often large and ornate, requiring
significant time and resources to complete.

Modern Temple Design Trends
In recent decades, the church has adopted more standardized temple designs that are smaller and more cost-
effective. This trend supports the rapid increase in the number of temples built worldwide, demonstrating
a shift in priorities from monumental construction to accessibility and functionality.

Significant Milestones in Temple Building
The LDS temples order built includes several landmark milestones that highlight important phases in the
church’s history and temple development strategy.

First 100 Temples
The dedication of the 100th temple marked a significant achievement in the church’s temple-building
program, symbolizing growth and maturity. This milestone demonstrated the church’s commitment to
expanding temple access globally.

Temples with Historical and Cultural Significance
Certain temples hold special significance due to their location, design, or historical context. Examples
include the Salt Lake Temple, which remains an iconic symbol of the church, and the Laie Hawaii Temple,
the first built in the Pacific Islands, reflecting cultural diversity within the church.

Rapid Expansion in the 21st Century
The early 21st century has seen an unprecedented rate of temple announcements and dedications, resulting
in a dramatic increase in the total number of temples. This rapid expansion is a defining feature of the
current LDS temples order built and reflects ongoing efforts to meet the needs of a growing global
membership.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'LDS temples order built' mean?
The term 'LDS temples order built' refers to the chronological sequence in which temples of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church) were constructed and dedicated.

How many LDS temples have been built to date?
As of 2024, over 270 LDS temples have been built and dedicated worldwide.

Which was the first LDS temple ever built?
The Kirtland Temple in Ohio, completed in 1836, was the first temple built by the LDS Church.

What is the significance of the order in which LDS temples are built?
The order reflects the growth and expansion of the LDS Church, showing where and when communities
were established and prioritized for temple construction.

Are LDS temples built in the same order they are announced?
Not always; the announcement order may differ from the order of construction and dedication due to
various factors like location, local readiness, and construction challenges.

Where can I find a list of LDS temples in the order they were built?
The official LDS Church website and resources like ChurchofJesusChristTemples.org provide chronological
lists of temples by their dedication dates.



What factors influence the order in which LDS temples are built?
Factors include membership density, geographic needs, local leadership, availability of land, and financial
resources.

Has the order of temple construction changed over time?
Yes, early temples were built in areas with initial church settlements, while modern temple construction
is more global and rapid, reflecting international growth.

Which LDS temple was the most recently built and dedicated?
As of 2024, the most recently dedicated temple is the [insert latest temple name], reflecting ongoing
expansion.

Why is understanding the order of LDS temples built important for
members?
It helps members appreciate the church’s history, growth patterns, and the importance of temples in their
faith journey.

Additional Resources
1. “Sacred Foundations: The Chronology of LDS Temples”
This book offers a comprehensive timeline of the construction and dedication of LDS temples worldwide. It
explores the historical context behind each temple's establishment, highlighting the growth and expansion
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Readers gain insight into the architectural evolution and
cultural significance tied to the order in which temples were built.

2. “Temples of the Restoration: A Historical Journey”
Focusing on the restoration era, this book traces the development of LDS temples from the earliest days to
modern times. It details the order in which temples were built and how each contributed to the spiritual
and communal life of church members. The narrative includes anecdotes from key figures involved in
temple construction.

3. “Building Zion: The Story of LDS Temples in Chronological Order”
This title presents a detailed account of LDS temples, organized by the sequence of their construction dates.
It discusses the theological importance of temples and how each new temple symbolized milestones in the
church’s growth. The book also examines the challenges and triumphs experienced during the building
processes.

4. “The Legacy of LDS Temples: From Nauvoo to the Present”



Covering the history of temples starting with the Nauvoo Temple, this book outlines the chronological
development of temple building. It highlights significant moments and changes in design, symbolisms, and
dedication ceremonies throughout the church’s history. The book serves as both a historical record and a
tribute to the faith of the LDS community.

5. “Temples Through Time: The Order of Sacred Spaces in LDS History”
This volume chronicles the order in which LDS temples were constructed, providing detailed descriptions
of each temple’s significance. It delves into the spiritual teachings associated with temples and how those
teachings have influenced temple placement and timing. Readers will find maps, timelines, and
photographs enhancing the historical narrative.

6. “Chronicles of the House of the Lord: LDS Temples in Sequence”
Offering a sequential overview, this book documents the temples of the LDS church by their construction
dates. It emphasizes the architectural styles and innovations introduced over time and discusses the cultural
impact of temples in their respective regions. The author provides insights into the planning and dedication
events that marked each temple’s completion.

7. “Order and Faith: The Progression of LDS Temples”
This work examines the order in which LDS temples were built as a reflection of the church’s expanding
global presence. It explains how decisions regarding temple locations and construction timing were
influenced by membership growth and local needs. The book combines historical facts with personal stories
from church leaders and members.

8. “Foundations of Faith: LDS Temples from Beginning to Now”
Covering the entire history of LDS temples, this book presents them in the order they were constructed. It
discusses the spiritual foundations behind temple building and how each temple has played a role in
strengthening the faith of church members. The narrative is enriched with historical photos, dedication
speeches, and architectural plans.

9. “Temples in the Order of the Lord’s Work: An LDS Historical Record”
This detailed historical record focuses on the chronological order of temple construction within the LDS
Church. It explores the doctrinal significance of temples and how the sequence of their development aligns
with the church’s missionary and growth strategies. The book serves as an essential resource for
understanding the role of temples in LDS history.
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