
list of standardized tests for speech-language

pathology adults

list of standardized tests for speech-language pathology adults are essential tools used by clinicians to

assess, diagnose, and plan treatment for various communication disorders. These tests provide

objective measures of speech, language, cognitive-communication, and swallowing abilities in adult

populations. Understanding the range of standardized assessments available is crucial for speech-

language pathologists (SLPs) working with adults who present with conditions such as aphasia,

dysarthria, apraxia of speech, cognitive-communication impairments, and voice disorders. This article

offers a comprehensive overview of the most widely recognized and validated tests used in adult

speech-language pathology. It explores assessments targeting different domains including language,

speech motor control, cognitive-communication skills, and swallowing function. The detailed discussion

includes the purpose, target population, and key features of each test, supporting clinicians in selecting

the most appropriate instruments for their practice. Following this introduction, a table of contents will

guide readers through the main sections covering language assessments, motor speech evaluations,

cognitive-communication tests, and swallowing assessments.

Standardized Language Assessments for Adults

Motor Speech Evaluations in Adult Populations

Cognitive-Communication Tests for Speech-Language Pathology

Swallowing Assessments in Adult Speech Pathology



Standardized Language Assessments for Adults

Language assessment is a fundamental component of speech-language pathology for adults,

particularly for those with neurological impairments such as stroke, traumatic brain injury, or

degenerative diseases. Standardized language tests assess various aspects including comprehension,

expression, naming, repetition, reading, and writing. These assessments help determine the presence

and severity of aphasia and other language disorders.

Western Aphasia Battery (WAB)

The Western Aphasia Battery is one of the most commonly used standardized tests to evaluate

language function in adults with suspected aphasia. It quantifies language abilities across several

domains such as spontaneous speech, auditory comprehension, repetition, and naming. The WAB

provides an Aphasia Quotient that helps classify the type and severity of aphasia, aiding in treatment

planning and prognosis.

Boston Diagnostic Aphasia Examination (BDAE)

The Boston Diagnostic Aphasia Examination is a comprehensive tool that assesses language skills in

adults with aphasia. It offers detailed profiling in areas like conversational and expository speech,

auditory comprehension, oral expression, reading, and writing. The BDAE also includes qualitative

information to better understand the nature of the language impairment.

Boston Naming Test (BNT)

The Boston Naming Test focuses specifically on confrontational naming abilities, which is often

impaired in adults with aphasia or other language disorders. It requires individuals to name pictures of

objects of increasing difficulty. The test is sensitive to word retrieval deficits and is frequently used as a

part of broader language evaluations.



Comprehensive Aphasia Test (CAT)

The Comprehensive Aphasia Test is a relatively newer assessment designed to provide a detailed

profile of language impairments in adults. It evaluates language skills, cognitive functions related to

communication, and functional communication abilities. The CAT is used for diagnosis, treatment

planning, and monitoring recovery.

Motor Speech Evaluations in Adult Populations

Motor speech disorders affect the planning, programming, coordination, or execution of speech

movements. Standardized motor speech evaluations assist clinicians in diagnosing conditions such as

dysarthria and apraxia of speech, which are common in adults with neurological damage. These tests

measure articulation, speech intelligibility, prosody, and speech motor control.

Apraxia Battery for Adults (ABA-2)

The Apraxia Battery for Adults, Second Edition, is a widely recognized tool for identifying and

quantifying apraxia of speech in adults. It assesses various speech production tasks including

diadochokinetic rates, increasing word length, and limb and oral praxis. The ABA-2 aids in differential

diagnosis between apraxia and dysarthria.

Frenchay Dysarthria Assessment (FDA-2)

The Frenchay Dysarthria Assessment, Second Edition, is a standardized test designed to evaluate

speech characteristics associated with dysarthria. It examines reflexes, respiration, lips, jaw, tongue,

palate, laryngeal function, and intelligibility. The FDA-2 is valuable for identifying the type and severity

of dysarthria in adults.



Speech Intelligibility Test

Speech intelligibility tests evaluate how well a listener can understand a speaker’s speech. These

standardized tests often involve the repetition or transcription of sentences or words and provide a

quantifiable score of intelligibility, which is critical for assessing the impact of motor speech disorders

on communication effectiveness.

Cognitive-Communication Tests for Speech-Language

Pathology

Cognitive-communication disorders affect attention, memory, executive function, problem-solving, and

social communication skills. Standardized cognitive-communication tests are essential for adults with

brain injuries, dementia, or other cognitive impairments that affect communication. These tests help

identify deficits and guide intervention strategies.

Ross Information Processing Assessment (RIPA-2)

The Ross Information Processing Assessment, Second Edition, is designed to evaluate cognitive-

communicative functions in adults with brain injury. It measures areas such as memory, orientation,

auditory processing, and reasoning. The RIPA-2 aids clinicians in identifying specific cognitive-

communication deficits.

Scales of Cognitive and Communicative Ability for Neurorehabilitation

(SCCAN)

The SCCAN is a standardized tool that assesses various domains including attention, memory,

language, and executive function in adults undergoing neurorehabilitation. It assists in documenting

cognitive-communication impairments and tracking progress over time.



Pragmatic Protocol

The Pragmatic Protocol evaluates social communication skills, focusing on pragmatic language use

such as turn-taking, topic maintenance, and nonverbal communication. This test is important for adults

with cognitive-communication disorders affecting social interactions.

Swallowing Assessments in Adult Speech Pathology

Swallowing disorders, or dysphagia, are frequently encountered by speech-language pathologists

working with adults who have neurological or structural impairments. Standardized swallowing

assessments provide objective measures to diagnose dysphagia, determine its severity, and plan

appropriate interventions.

Functional Oral Intake Scale (FOIS)

The Functional Oral Intake Scale measures the level of oral intake of food and liquids in adults with

dysphagia. It classifies patients according to their ability to safely consume food and fluids by mouth,

ranging from no oral intake to a full oral diet without restrictions.

Mann Assessment of Swallowing Ability (MASA)

The Mann Assessment of Swallowing Ability is a standardized clinical evaluation tool that assesses the

severity of dysphagia in adults. It includes items related to alertness, cooperation, respiration, oral

motor function, and swallowing reflexes. The MASA helps guide decisions regarding further

instrumental assessment or treatment.

Swallowing Quality of Life Questionnaire (SWAL-QOL)

The Swallowing Quality of Life Questionnaire is a patient-reported outcome measure that assesses the



impact of dysphagia on quality of life. Although not purely a diagnostic test, it complements clinical

assessments by capturing the psychosocial effects of swallowing disorders in adults.

Videofluoroscopic Swallow Study (VFSS) and Fiberoptic Endoscopic

Evaluation of Swallowing (FEES)

While not standardized tests in the traditional sense, VFSS and FEES are instrumental evaluations

frequently used alongside standardized clinical assessments. They provide objective visualization of

the swallowing mechanism to identify physiological impairments and guide treatment planning.

Summary of Key Standardized Tests for Adult Speech-

Language Pathology

Below is an overview list of some of the most prominent standardized tests used in adult speech-

language pathology practice, organized by domain:

Language Assessments: Western Aphasia Battery, Boston Diagnostic Aphasia Examination,

Boston Naming Test, Comprehensive Aphasia Test

Motor Speech Evaluations: Apraxia Battery for Adults (ABA-2), Frenchay Dysarthria Assessment

(FDA-2), Speech Intelligibility Tests

Cognitive-Communication Tests: Ross Information Processing Assessment (RIPA-2), Scales of

Cognitive and Communicative Ability for Neurorehabilitation (SCCAN), Pragmatic Protocol

Swallowing Assessments: Functional Oral Intake Scale (FOIS), Mann Assessment of Swallowing

Ability (MASA), Swallowing Quality of Life Questionnaire (SWAL-QOL)



Frequently Asked Questions

What are some commonly used standardized tests for assessing

speech-language pathology in adults?

Common standardized tests for adults in speech-language pathology include the Boston Naming Test,

Western Aphasia Battery, Boston Diagnostic Aphasia Examination, and the Cognitive Linguistic Quick

Test.

Which standardized test is best for evaluating aphasia in adults?

The Western Aphasia Battery (WAB) and the Boston Diagnostic Aphasia Examination (BDAE) are

widely used standardized tests for evaluating aphasia in adults.

Are there standardized tests for assessing cognitive-communication

disorders in adults?

Yes, tests like the Cognitive Linguistic Quick Test (CLQT) and the Ross Information Processing

Assessment (RIPA) are standardized tools used for assessing cognitive-communication disorders in

adults.

What standardized test assesses naming abilities in adults with

speech-language disorders?

The Boston Naming Test (BNT) is a standardized assessment focused on evaluating naming abilities

in adults.

Is the Western Aphasia Battery suitable for all adult age groups?

Yes, the Western Aphasia Battery is designed to assess language function in adults of various ages

who have suspected aphasia.



Can standardized tests for speech-language pathology in adults be

used for treatment planning?

Absolutely, standardized tests provide objective data on a patient's strengths and weaknesses, which

helps clinicians develop personalized treatment plans.

Are there any standardized tests specifically for assessing dysarthria in

adults?

While there is no single standardized test exclusively for dysarthria, assessments like the Frenchay

Dysarthria Assessment (FDA-2) are commonly used standardized tools for evaluating dysarthria

severity in adults.

Where can clinicians find a comprehensive list of standardized tests

for adult speech-language pathology?

Clinicians can refer to resources from professional organizations like the American Speech-Language-

Hearing Association (ASHA) or specialized textbooks and databases that compile standardized

assessments for adult speech-language pathology.

Additional Resources

1. Essentials of Standardized Testing in Speech-Language Pathology

This book offers a comprehensive overview of the most commonly used standardized tests for

assessing speech and language disorders in adults. It explains the administration, scoring, and

interpretation of each test, providing practical tips for clinicians. The text is designed to bridge research

and clinical practice effectively.

2. Assessment of Communication Disorders in Adults: A Guide to Standardized Tests

Focusing on adult populations, this guide presents detailed descriptions of standardized assessments



for speech, language, cognition, and swallowing. It highlights test validity, reliability, and clinical

relevance to help speech-language pathologists select appropriate tools. The book also includes case

studies to illustrate real-world applications.

3. Standardized Speech and Language Assessments: Adult Edition

This resource compiles essential standardized tests used for diagnosing and treating adult speech and

language impairments. It provides step-by-step instructions for test administration and interpretation

alongside normative data and clinical tips. The book is ideal for both students and practicing clinicians.

4. Clinical Application of Standardized Tests in Adult Speech-Language Pathology

Designed to enhance clinical decision-making, this book explores standardized testing methods

specific to adult speech-language pathology. It discusses psychometric properties and cultural

considerations to ensure accurate diagnosis. Practical examples demonstrate how to integrate test

results into treatment planning.

5. Speech-Language Pathology Testing: Adult Neurogenic Disorders

This text specializes in standardized assessments for adults with neurogenic speech and language

disorders such as aphasia, apraxia, and dysarthria. It reviews test selection criteria and interpretation

strategies for complex cases. The book also addresses adaptations for diverse populations.

6. Diagnostic Tools for Adult Speech and Language Evaluation

Providing a catalog of standardized diagnostic tools, this book covers tests measuring articulation,

fluency, voice, and language comprehension in adults. It includes comparative analyses of test

features and clinical utility. The author emphasizes evidence-based practice and ethical testing

procedures.

7. Standardized Testing in Adult Speech Therapy: A Practical Handbook

This handbook serves as a practical manual for administering and understanding standardized speech-

language tests in adult therapy settings. It offers concise summaries of each test’s purpose,

administration tips, and scoring guidelines. The approachable format makes it a useful quick reference

for clinicians.



8. Comprehensive Assessment in Adult Speech-Language Pathology

This book integrates standardized testing with informal assessment techniques to provide a holistic

approach to adult speech-language evaluation. It reviews a wide range of tests and discusses how to

interpret results in the context of patient history and functional communication. The focus is on creating

individualized treatment plans.

9. Standardized Speech and Language Tests: Norms and Clinical Insights for Adults

Featuring up-to-date normative data, this book offers detailed insights into the clinical use of

standardized speech and language tests for adult populations. It discusses demographic

considerations and test limitations, helping clinicians make informed assessment choices. Case

examples highlight best practices in test administration and interpretation.
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