
magnum research bfr 30-30

magnum research bfr 30-30 is a highly regarded single-action revolver known for its impressive
power, precision, and versatility. Designed to chamber the classic .30-30 Winchester cartridge, this
firearm combines traditional revolver craftsmanship with modern engineering to deliver exceptional
performance for hunting, sport shooting, and personal defense. The Magnum Research BFR 30-30
offers a unique blend of strength and reliability, making it a favored choice among enthusiasts who
value both innovation and heritage in firearms. This article explores the key features, technical
specifications, advantages, and practical applications of the Magnum Research BFR 30-30.
Additionally, it delves into its history, ballistic characteristics, and maintenance tips, providing a
comprehensive overview for prospective buyers and firearm aficionados alike. Readers will gain a
thorough understanding of why the Magnum Research BFR 30-30 stands out in the world of large-
caliber revolvers. The following sections outline the critical aspects of this remarkable handgun in
detail.
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Design and Build Quality

The Magnum Research BFR 30-30 is engineered with meticulous attention to detail, emphasizing
durability and user comfort. Its frame is constructed from high-strength stainless steel, providing
resistance to corrosion and wear under demanding conditions. The revolver's design incorporates a
robust single-action mechanism that ensures a crisp trigger pull and consistent cycling. Ergonomics
are prioritized through a well-contoured grip, often made from premium materials such as rosewood
or synthetic composites, offering a secure hold during recoil.

Frame and Barrel Construction

The frame of the Magnum Research BFR 30-30 is designed to withstand the high pressures generated
by the .30-30 Winchester cartridge. The barrel length options typically range from 5.5 inches to 7.5



inches, balancing maneuverability with ballistic efficiency. The barrel is rifled precisely to enhance
bullet stability, accuracy, and velocity. The revolver features a solid top strap to maintain structural
integrity and minimize barrel movement during firing.

Ergonomics and Sights

Ergonomically, the BFR 30-30 includes an adjustable rear sight paired with a fixed front blade sight,
allowing shooters to fine-tune their aim for various distances. The grip design reduces felt recoil and
improves control, crucial for managing the potent .30-30 cartridge's power. The revolver's weight
distribution and balance contribute to steady handling and rapid target acquisition.

Technical Specifications

The Magnum Research BFR 30-30 is characterized by specifications that reflect its role as a powerful
hunting revolver. Its dimensions, weight, and cartridge compatibility define its performance
capabilities and user experience. Understanding these specifications is essential for assessing
suitability for individual needs and shooting disciplines.

Caliber and Cartridge Compatibility

This revolver is chambered specifically for the .30-30 Winchester cartridge, a well-known rifle round
favored for medium game hunting. The cartridge offers a blend of manageable recoil and effective
terminal ballistics. The BFR's cylinder accommodates five or six rounds depending on configuration,
each loaded with .30-30 caliber ammunition.

Dimensions and Weight

The overall length of the Magnum Research BFR 30-30 varies slightly by barrel length but typically
measures between 11 and 14 inches. The revolver weighs approximately 4.5 to 5.5 pounds, providing
a solid feel without excessive burden. These dimensions contribute to its portability and ease of carry
during extended hunting expeditions or field use.

Trigger and Action

The single-action trigger mechanism is designed for precision and durability. Trigger pull weight
generally ranges from 4.5 to 5.5 pounds, offering a crisp break that aids in accurate shot placement.
The manual cocking of the hammer adds an element of control appreciated by experienced shooters.



Performance and Ballistics

Performance-wise, the Magnum Research BFR 30-30 delivers powerful ballistic outcomes that rival
traditional lever-action rifles chambered in the same caliber. Its design maximizes velocity and energy
transfer, making it suitable for a variety of hunting scenarios and target shooting applications.

Velocity and Energy

The revolver propels standard .30-30 Winchester bullets at velocities upwards of 2,200 feet per
second, generating muzzle energies in the range of 1,800 to 2,000 foot-pounds depending on the
load. This results in effective stopping power for medium-sized game such as deer and hogs.

Accuracy and Range

Thanks to its rifled barrel and adjustable sights, the Magnum Research BFR 30-30 can maintain
accuracy out to 100 yards or more under typical hunting conditions. Its inherent precision makes it a
viable option for shooters seeking both power and accuracy in a revolver platform.

Applications and Usage

The Magnum Research BFR 30-30 serves multiple roles in shooting sports and hunting. Its unique
combination of revolver portability and rifle-caliber power opens opportunities for specialized
applications where conventional pistols might fall short.

Hunting

Primarily, the BFR 30-30 is popular among hunters targeting medium-sized game. Its capability to
chamber the .30-30 Winchester cartridge allows for effective kills at moderate ranges. The revolver’s
manageable size and weight make it suitable for use in dense woods and rugged terrain where long
rifles might be cumbersome.

Sport Shooting and Collecting

In addition to hunting, the Magnum Research BFR 30-30 appeals to sport shooters interested in large-
caliber handguns. Its craftsmanship and historical styling also attract collectors who appreciate
unique and powerful revolvers.



Medium game hunting (deer, hogs)

Target and sport shooting

Personal defense in wilderness settings

Firearms collection and exhibition

Maintenance and Care

Proper maintenance of the Magnum Research BFR 30-30 is critical to ensure safe operation and
longevity. Routine cleaning and inspection help preserve performance and prevent mechanical
failures.

Cleaning Procedures

After each use, the revolver should be cleaned to remove powder residue, debris, and moisture. The
barrel and cylinder chambers require thorough brushing and solvent application. Lubrication of
moving parts, including the trigger mechanism and hammer, is necessary to maintain smooth
function.

Storage Recommendations

The BFR 30-30 should be stored in a cool, dry environment to prevent rust and corrosion. Using a
quality gun safe or lockable cabinet enhances security and preserves the firearm's condition over
time.

Pros and Cons

Evaluating the advantages and disadvantages of the Magnum Research BFR 30-30 provides a
balanced perspective on its suitability for various users and purposes.

Advantages

Powerful .30-30 Winchester chambering in revolver format

Robust stainless steel construction for durability



Excellent accuracy with adjustable sights

Ergonomic design for comfortable handling

Versatile for hunting and sport shooting

Disadvantages

Heavier and bulkier compared to standard handguns

Limited ammunition capacity (5-6 rounds)

Single-action operation requires manual cocking for each shot

Relatively higher price point

Historical Context and Market Position

The Magnum Research BFR 30-30 occupies a distinct niche in the firearms market. Introduced as part
of the Big Frame Revolver (BFR) series, it represents a modern interpretation of the large-caliber
revolver concept. Drawing inspiration from classic hunting firearms, the BFR line integrates
contemporary materials and manufacturing techniques to serve today’s shooting demands.

Development and Legacy

Magnum Research developed the BFR series to offer handgun enthusiasts a platform capable of firing
powerful rifle cartridges. The 30-30 Winchester model is among the most notable, bridging the gap
between traditional rifle cartridges and revolver versatility. Its legacy is marked by its reputation for
reliability and power.

Market Comparison

Compared to other large-caliber revolvers, the Magnum Research BFR 30-30 stands out for its balance
of strength, craftsmanship, and performance. While alternatives exist, few match its combination of
.30-30 chambering and build quality. It appeals to a specialized segment of the market focused on
hunting revolvers and collectible firearms.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Magnum Research BFR 30-30?
The Magnum Research BFR 30-30 is a single-action revolver chambered in .30-30 Winchester, known
for its large frame and powerful cartridge, designed for big game hunting and lever-action
enthusiasts.

What are the key features of the Magnum Research BFR
30-30?
Key features include a strong stainless steel frame, single-action mechanism, 5.5 or 7.5-inch barrel
options, adjustable sights, and the ability to handle the .30-30 Winchester cartridge effectively.

Is the Magnum Research BFR 30-30 suitable for hunting?
Yes, the BFR 30-30 is suitable for medium to large game hunting due to the effective stopping power
of the .30-30 Winchester cartridge combined with the revolver's robust design.

What is the capacity of the Magnum Research BFR 30-30
revolver?
The Magnum Research BFR 30-30 typically holds 5 rounds in its cylinder, which is standard for the
large-frame BFR revolvers.

How does the BFR 30-30 compare to a traditional lever-action
rifle chambered in .30-30?
The BFR 30-30 offers similar ballistics to a lever-action rifle but in a revolver format, providing
portability and unique handling, though with a lower capacity and slower follow-up shots.

What type of sights come on the Magnum Research BFR
30-30?
The BFR 30-30 usually comes equipped with adjustable rear sights and a front blade sight, allowing
for precise aiming and customization.

Can the Magnum Research BFR 30-30 be used for self-
defense?
While powerful, the BFR 30-30 is large and heavy, making it less practical for typical self-defense
situations; it is better suited for hunting and sport shooting.

What is the weight and size of the Magnum Research BFR



30-30?
The BFR 30-30 weighs approximately 4.5 to 5 pounds and has barrel length options of 5.5 or 7.5
inches, making it relatively heavy and sizable for a revolver.

Are there any common accessories for the Magnum Research
BFR 30-30?
Common accessories include holsters designed for large-frame revolvers, speed loaders for quicker
reloading, and aftermarket grips for improved ergonomics.

Where can I purchase ammunition for the Magnum Research
BFR 30-30?
.30-30 Winchester ammunition is widely available at most sporting goods stores and online retailers,
making it easy to find ammo for the BFR 30-30 revolver.

Additional Resources
1. Magnum Research BFR 30-30: The Ultimate Guide
This comprehensive guide dives deep into the features, history, and performance of the Magnum
Research BFR 30-30 revolver. It covers everything from the mechanics of the firearm to detailed
maintenance tips. Ideal for both new owners and seasoned shooters looking to maximize their
experience with the BFR.

2. The Art of Shooting the Magnum Research BFR 30-30
Focused on marksmanship and practical shooting skills, this book provides expert advice on handling
the BFR 30-30 revolver. It includes various shooting techniques, accuracy drills, and safety protocols.
The author also explores the best ammunition types to enhance shooting performance.

3. Big Frame Revolvers: A History of Magnum Research BFR Models
This historical account traces the evolution of Magnum Research’s Big Frame Revolvers, with a
significant focus on the 30-30 model. Readers will find detailed profiles of different variants,
production changes, and the revolver’s place in the firearms industry. It’s a must-read for collectors
and enthusiasts.

4. Reloading for the BFR 30-30: Precision Ammo Crafting
Dedicated to handloaders, this book provides step-by-step instructions on reloading 30-30 cartridges
specifically for the Magnum Research BFR. It emphasizes safety, accuracy, and customization to
optimize shooting results. The guide also includes load data and troubleshooting tips.

5. Hunting with the Magnum Research BFR 30-30
Tailored for hunters, this book discusses the advantages of using the BFR 30-30 revolver in various
hunting scenarios. It covers game selection, shot placement, and field care of the firearm. The author
shares real-world hunting stories and strategies to improve success rates.

6. Customizing Your Magnum Research BFR 30-30
This practical guide explores aftermarket modifications and upgrades for the BFR 30-30 revolver.



Readers will learn about grips, sights, barrels, and finishes that enhance both aesthetics and
performance. The book also includes tips on proper installation and maintenance of custom parts.

7. Magnum Research BFR 30-30 Ballistics Explained
A technical resource that breaks down the ballistics of the 30-30 cartridge when fired from the BFR
revolver. It provides detailed analysis on velocity, energy, trajectory, and terminal performance.
Perfect for shooters who want to understand the science behind their firearm’s capabilities.

8. Survival and Self-Defense with the BFR 30-30
This book focuses on practical uses of the Magnum Research BFR 30-30 in survival and self-defense
situations. It discusses scenarios where a powerful, reliable revolver can be crucial, along with tactics
for effective use. The guide also includes maintenance tips to ensure the revolver is always ready.

9. The Collector’s Handbook: Magnum Research BFR 30-30 Editions
A detailed catalog and appraisal guide for collectors interested in the various editions of the BFR
30-30 revolver. It covers rare models, production years, and identifying features that affect value. The
book also offers advice on preserving and displaying a collection properly.
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