maryland occupational therapy board

maryland occupational therapy board plays a crucial role in regulating the
practice of occupational therapy within the state, ensuring that
practitioners meet established standards of education, competence, and
ethical behavior. This board oversees licensure, continuing education, and
disciplinary actions for occupational therapists and occupational therapy
assistants in Maryland. Understanding the functions and responsibilities of
the Maryland Occupational Therapy Board is essential for professionals
seeking licensure, employers, and patients relying on quality occupational
therapy services. This article provides an in-depth overview of the board’s
structure, licensing requirements, renewal procedures, and complaint
resolution processes. Additionally, it highlights how the board supports
professional development and protects the public interest. The following
sections will cover key aspects such as board composition, licensure
qualifications, continuing education mandates, and disciplinary measures.

e Overview of the Maryland Occupational Therapy Board
e Licensing Requirements and Application Process

e LLicense Renewal and Continuing Education

Complaint Investigation and Disciplinary Actions

e Resources and Support for Occupational Therapy Professionals

Overview of the Maryland Occupational Therapy
Board

The Maryland Occupational Therapy Board is a state regulatory agency
responsible for overseeing the practice of occupational therapy within
Maryland. Established to protect public health and safety, the board ensures
that occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants comply with
legal and professional standards. Its duties include issuing licenses,
monitoring continuing education, investigating complaints, and enforcing
disciplinary actions when necessary. The board operates under the Maryland
Department of Health and follows statutes outlined in the Maryland
Occupational Therapy Practice Act.

Board Composition and Governance

The board typically consists of licensed occupational therapists,
occupational therapy assistants, and public members appointed by the
Governor. This diverse composition helps balance professional expertise with
public interest perspectives. Members serve fixed terms and participate in
regular meetings to review licensure applications, discuss regulatory
updates, and consider disciplinary cases. The board’s governance structure
promotes transparency and accountability in its operations.



Functions and Responsibilities

The core functions of the Maryland Occupational Therapy Board include:

e Licensing qualified occupational therapists and assistants

Establishing and enforcing practice standards

Monitoring compliance with continuing education requirements
e Tnvestigating complaints and conducting disciplinary proceedings
e Providing guidance on professional ethics and legal obligations

Through these activities, the board fosters a competent and ethical
occupational therapy workforce in Maryland.

Licensing Requirements and Application Process

Obtaining a license from the Maryland Occupational Therapy Board is mandatory
for anyone seeking to practice occupational therapy or work as an
occupational therapy assistant in the state. The board sets strict
eligibility criteria to ensure practitioners are qualified and capable of
delivering safe and effective care.

Eligibility Criteria for Occupational Therapists

Applicants for occupational therapist licensure must meet the following
prerequisites:

e Graduation from an accredited occupational therapy educational program

e Successful completion of the National Board for Certification in
Occupational Therapy (NBCOT) exam

e Submission of a completed application with required documentation and
fees

e Proof of good moral character and compliance with any background check
requirements

Requirements for Occupational Therapy Assistants

Occupational therapy assistants must similarly fulfill these conditions:

e Completion of an accredited occupational therapy assistant program
e Passing the NBCOT certification examination for assistants

e Filing all necessary application materials and fees with the board



Application Submission and Review

The application process involves submitting official transcripts, exam
scores, verification of credentials from other states (if applicable), and
payment of licensing fees. The Maryland Occupational Therapy Board carefully
reviews all applications to verify authenticity and adherence to regulatory
standards before issuing a license. Applicants may also be required to
undergo fingerprinting and background checks as part of the process.

License Renewal and Continuing Education

Maintaining an active occupational therapy license in Maryland requires
timely renewal and fulfillment of continuing education (CE) requirements
established by the Maryland Occupational Therapy Board. These measures ensure
practitioners stay current with advances in the field and uphold high
standards of care.

Renewal Cycle and Deadlines

Occupational therapy licenses must be renewed every two years. The board
sends renewal notices well in advance of expiration dates to facilitate
compliance. Failure to renew on time may result in penalties or license
suspension, requiring reinstatement procedures.

Continuing Education Requirements

To qualify for renewal, licensees must complete a specified number of CE
hours within the renewal period. The Maryland Occupational Therapy Board
mandates:

e A minimum of 24 contact hours of continuing education every two years

e Tnclusion of courses related to ethics, patient safety, or Maryland laws
governing occupational therapy

e Documentation and verification of completed CE activities upon renewal
application

Approved CE providers and courses are listed by the board to help
practitioners select relevant educational opportunities.

Complaint Investigation and Disciplinary
Actions

The Maryland Occupational Therapy Board has the authority to investigate

complaints filed against licensed occupational therapists and assistants.
This process safeguards the public by addressing unprofessional conduct,

incompetence, or violations of practice laws.



Complaint Filing and Review

Complaints may be submitted by patients, employers, colleagues, or other
stakeholders. Once received, the board conducts a preliminary review to
determine if the complaint falls within its jurisdiction and merits further
investigation. Confidentiality is maintained during this process to protect
all parties involved.

Investigation Procedures

If a complaint is accepted, the board may request additional information,
interview witnesses, or hold hearings. Licensed practitioners have the right
to respond to allegations and present evidence. The board carefully evaluates
findings to decide on appropriate actions.

Possible Disciplinary Measures

Disciplinary actions by the Maryland Occupational Therapy Board can include:

e Issuing warnings or reprimands
e Tmposing fines or penalties

e Requiring remedial education or supervision

Suspending or revoking licenses

Restricting practice privileges

These measures are designed to correct professional behavior and protect
patients from harm.

Resources and Support for Occupational Therapy
Professionals

The Maryland Occupational Therapy Board provides various resources to support
licensees and applicants in maintaining compliance and advancing their
careers. These resources promote professional development and informed
practice.

Guidance Documents and Practice Resources

The board publishes guidelines, FAQs, and practice advisories that clarify
licensing requirements, ethical standards, and regulatory updates. These
materials assist occupational therapists and assistants in understanding
their responsibilities under Maryland law.



Continuing Education Opportunities

To facilitate ongoing learning, the board collaborates with educational
providers to offer approved continuing education courses tailored to
occupational therapy professionals. This ensures access to quality training
relevant to current practice trends and legal mandates.

Contact and Support Services

Licensees can contact the Maryland Occupational Therapy Board for assistance
related to licensure, renewal, or complaint procedures. The board’s staff
provides timely responses to inquiries, helping practitioners navigate
administrative processes efficiently.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary role of the Maryland Occupational
Therapy Board?

The Maryland Occupational Therapy Board regulates the practice of
occupational therapy in Maryland to ensure public safety by licensing
qualified practitioners and enforcing professional standards.

How can I apply for an occupational therapy license
in Maryland?

To apply for an occupational therapy license in Maryland, you must submit an
application through the Maryland Department of Health's licensing portal,

provide proof of education and supervised experience, pass the NBCOT exam,
and pay the required fees.

What are the continuing education requirements for
occupational therapists in Maryland?

Maryland requires licensed occupational therapists to complete 24 hours of
continuing education every two years, including at least 3 hours in ethics or
jurisprudence related to occupational therapy practice.

How do I renew my occupational therapy license in
Maryland?

You can renew your occupational therapy license online through the Maryland
Board of Occupational Therapy Practice's website before the expiration date,
ensuring all continuing education requirements are met and paying the renewal
fee.

Where can I find the Maryland Occupational Therapy
Board's rules and regulations?

The rules and regulations governing occupational therapy practice in Maryland



can be found on the Maryland Board of Occupational Therapy Practice's
official website or through the Maryland Department of Health's regulatory
documents.

What should I do if I want to file a complaint
against an occupational therapist in Maryland?

To file a complaint, you can submit a written complaint to the Maryland
Occupational Therapy Board detailing the issue, including any evidence,
through their website or mailing address for investigation.

Are there any temporary licenses available for
occupational therapists in Maryland?

Yes, Maryland offers temporary licenses for occupational therapy
practitioners who have completed their education and are awaiting examination
results or full licensure, allowing them to practice under supervision for a
limited time.

Additional Resources

1. Maryland Occupational Therapy Board Exam Guide

This comprehensive guide provides an in-depth overview of the Maryland
Occupational Therapy Board exam requirements. It covers key topics such as
state laws, professional ethics, and clinical practice standards. Ideal for
occupational therapy students and professionals preparing for licensure in
Maryland.

2. Regulations and Compliance for Occupational Therapists in Maryland

This book details the specific regulations and compliance issues relevant to
occupational therapists practicing in Maryland. It includes explanations of
state statutes, licensing procedures, and continuing education mandates. A
valuable resource for maintaining adherence to Maryland’s occupational
therapy laws.

3. Practical Ethics for Maryland Occupational Therapists

Focused on ethical challenges faced by occupational therapists in Maryland,
this book explores case studies and offers guidance on navigating complex
professional situations. It aligns with the Maryland Occupational Therapy
Board's ethical standards. Essential reading for therapists aiming to uphold
the highest ethical practices.

4. Maryland Occupational Therapy Board: Scope of Practice and Guidelines
This title offers a detailed examination of the scope of practice as defined
by the Maryland Occupational Therapy Board. It clarifies what services
occupational therapists are authorized to provide within the state. The book
also discusses updates and amendments to practice guidelines.

5. Continuing Education and Professional Development for Maryland OTs
Designed for licensed occupational therapists in Maryland, this book outlines
the continuing education requirements mandated by the Maryland Occupational
Therapy Board. It suggests strategies for fulfilling credit hours and
choosing relevant courses. The book also emphasizes the importance of
lifelong learning in occupational therapy.

6. Preparing for the Maryland Occupational Therapy Jurisprudence Exam



This study aid focuses specifically on the jurisprudence exam required for
occupational therapy licensure in Maryland. It includes practice questions,
exam tips, and summaries of relevant laws and regulations. A must—-have tool
for candidates aiming to pass the jurisprudence component of their licensure
process.

7. Maryland Occupational Therapy Board Disciplinary Procedures and Case
Studies

This book reviews the disciplinary process overseen by the Maryland
Occupational Therapy Board, including common violations and their
consequences. It presents detailed case studies to help therapists understand
potential pitfalls. Useful for occupational therapists seeking to avoid
professional misconduct.

8. State-Specific Occupational Therapy Licensing: Maryland Edition

Focusing on the licensing process unique to Maryland, this book guides
applicants through each step, from application submission to renewal. It
highlights differences between Maryland and other states’ procedures. This
resource assists occupational therapists in navigating Maryland’s licensing
landscape with confidence.

9. Maryland Occupational Therapy Board Policies and Procedures Manual

This manual compiles all current policies and procedural guidelines issued by
the Maryland Occupational Therapy Board. It serves as an official reference
for occupational therapy practitioners and administrators. The book ensures
readers stay informed about board operations and policy changes.
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