montana state university billings library

montana state university billings library stands as a central hub of academic
resources and study spaces for students, faculty, and the wider community. This
institution is dedicated to supporting the educational and research needs of Montana
State University Billings by providing access to a vast collection of books, digital
materials, and specialized services. With modern facilities and a committed staff, the
library fosters an environment conducive to scholarly pursuits and lifelong learning. This
article explores the various aspects of the Montana State University Billings Library,
including its collections, services, technology, and community engagement. Readers will
gain insight into how this library supports academic success through a variety of
resources and programs. The following sections break down the key features and offerings
of the Montana State University Billings Library.

Overview of Montana State University Billings Library

Library Collections and Resources

Services Offered at Montana State University Billings Library

Technology and Facilities

e Community Engagement and Events

Overview of Montana State University Billings
Library

The Montana State University Billings Library serves as a cornerstone for academic
excellence on campus. It provides an extensive range of resources designed to assist
students, faculty, and staff in their research and learning endeavors. The library’s mission
emphasizes accessibility, innovation, and support for a diverse academic community.
Located conveniently on the university campus, it offers a welcoming and inclusive
atmosphere that encourages collaboration and independent study alike. Through its
evolving collections and services, the library remains responsive to the changing needs of
its users in an increasingly digital world.

History and Development

The Montana State University Billings Library has a rich history of growth and adaptation
since its establishment. Originally focused on print collections, it has expanded its
holdings to include a variety of digital resources and multimedia materials. Continuous
improvements in infrastructure and technology have been implemented to align with
modern educational trends. The library has evolved to become not only a repository of



knowledge but also a dynamic center for academic support and innovation.

Mission and Vision

The mission of the Montana State University Billings Library is to provide comprehensive
information resources and services that enhance teaching, learning, and research. Its
vision is to be a leading academic library recognized for excellence in service, resource
accessibility, and community engagement. The library commits to fostering intellectual
curiosity while supporting academic achievement through collaborative initiatives and
user-centered approaches.

Library Collections and Resources

The Montana State University Billings Library boasts an extensive and diverse collection
tailored to meet the academic needs of its users. The library’s holdings include books,
academic journals, electronic databases, multimedia content, and government documents.
These resources span a wide array of disciplines, supporting coursework, research
projects, and personal enrichment.

Print and Digital Collections

The library maintains a robust selection of print materials including textbooks, reference
books, and scholarly monographs. In addition, it offers access to thousands of electronic
books and academic journals through various subscription databases. This dual approach
ensures comprehensive coverage of both traditional and contemporary research materials.

Specialized Research Resources

To support advanced research, Montana State University Billings Library provides access
to specialized databases and archives. These include resources in areas such as health
sciences, education, business, and environmental studies. The library also curates unique
local and regional collections that reflect Montana’s cultural and historical heritage.

Interlibrary Loan and Resource Sharing

Recognizing that no single library can hold all necessary materials, the Montana State
University Billings Library participates in interlibrary loan programs. This service allows
users to borrow books and access articles from other institutions nationwide, greatly
expanding the breadth of available resources.



Services Offered at Montana State University
Billings Library

The Montana State University Billings Library provides a wide range of services designed
to facilitate research, learning, and information literacy. These services are tailored to
meet the diverse needs of undergraduate students, graduate students, faculty, and
community members.

Research Assistance and Instruction

Librarians at Montana State University Billings Library offer personalized research
support, including one-on-one consultations, workshops, and classroom instruction. These
services help users develop effective research strategies, evaluate sources critically, and
navigate complex databases.

Study Spaces and Group Work Areas

The library offers various study environments, from quiet individual carrels to
collaborative group rooms. These spaces are equipped with comfortable furnishings and
technology to support different learning styles and group activities. Reservable rooms
provide a setting for meetings, presentations, and academic projects.

Technology Support and Printing Services

Users have access to computers, printers, scanners, and other technological tools at the
Montana State University Billings Library. Technical support staff assist with software and
hardware issues to ensure smooth operation. Printing and copying services are available
for academic and personal use at reasonable rates.

Technology and Facilities

The Montana State University Billings Library integrates modern technology to enhance
user experience and streamline access to information. The physical and digital
infrastructure supports contemporary research demands and provides a comfortable
environment for study and collaboration.

Digital Access and Online Catalog

The library’s online catalog allows users to search for print and electronic materials
efficiently. Remote access to databases and e-books enables students and faculty to
conduct research off-campus. The digital platform is regularly updated to maintain ease of
use and comprehensive resource discovery.



Multimedia and Technology Labs

Equipped with multimedia labs, the Montana State University Billings Library facilitates
innovative projects involving video editing, graphic design, and digital presentations.
These labs provide specialized software and hardware to support coursework and creative
endeavors.

Accessibility and Inclusivity Features

The library prioritizes accessibility by offering assistive technologies such as screen
readers, ergonomic furniture, and adjustable workstations. These accommodations ensure
that all users, including those with disabilities, can fully benefit from the library’s
resources and services.

Community Engagement and Events

Beyond serving the university community, Montana State University Billings Library
actively engages with the public through various programs and events. These initiatives
foster a culture of learning and promote the library as a community resource.

Workshops and Educational Programs

The library hosts workshops on topics such as research skills, citation management, and
digital literacy. These sessions are open to students, faculty, and community members
interested in enhancing their academic and professional competencies.

Author Talks and Cultural Events

Montana State University Billings Library organizes author readings, book signings, and
cultural presentations. These events provide opportunities for intellectual enrichment and
community interaction, highlighting diverse voices and perspectives.

Collaborations with Local Organizations

The library partners with local schools, historical societies, and cultural institutions to
support educational outreach and resource sharing. These collaborations extend the
library’s impact beyond campus and strengthen community ties.

e Extensive print and digital collections
e Personalized research assistance

e Modern study and technology facilities



¢ Inclusive accessibility features

e Community-focused educational programs and events

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the operating hours of the Montana State
University Billings Library?

The Montana State University Billings Library is typically open Monday through Friday
from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Hours may vary during holidays and breaks, so it's best to
check the library's official website for the most current schedule.

Does the Montana State University Billings Library offer
online research databases?

Yes, the MSU Billings Library provides access to numerous online research databases,
including academic journals, eBooks, and other digital resources, accessible to students
and faculty with their university credentials.

Can the public use the Montana State University
Billings Library?

Yes, the public is welcome to use the Montana State University Billings Library for on-site
resources and study space. However, borrowing privileges and access to some digital
resources may be limited to current students and faculty.

Are there study rooms available at the Montana State
University Billings Library?

Yes, the MSU Billings Library offers group and individual study rooms that can be
reserved by students for quiet study or group work.

What technology resources are available at the Montana
State University Billings Library?

The library provides various technology resources including computer workstations,
printing and copying services, Wi-Fi access, and sometimes equipment like laptops or
tablets available for checkout.

How can students get help with research at the



Montana State University Billings Library?

Students can get research assistance at the MSU Billings Library by consulting with
librarians in person, via email, or through online chat services. The library also offers
research guides and tutorials.

Does the Montana State University Billings Library host
events or workshops?

Yes, the library regularly hosts events, workshops, and information sessions on topics such
as research skills, citation management, and technology use to support student learning.

Additional Resources

1. Montana State University Billings: A Campus History

This book provides a comprehensive history of Montana State University Billings, tracing
its development from its founding to the present day. It highlights key milestones,
influential figures, and significant events that shaped the institution. Readers get an in-
depth look at the university's growth in academics, campus culture, and community
engagement.

2. The Role of Libraries in Higher Education: A Case Study of MSU Billings

Focusing on the Montana State University Billings Library, this book explores how
academic libraries support student success and faculty research. It discusses
technological advancements, collection development, and information literacy initiatives.
The case study offers valuable insights into the evolving role of libraries in modern
education.

3. Native American Heritage and Education at MSU Billings

This volume examines the relationship between Montana State University Billings and
Native American communities. It highlights educational programs, cultural preservation
efforts, and partnerships that promote indigenous knowledge. The book emphasizes the
university’s commitment to diversity and inclusion.

4. Environmental Studies and Conservation Efforts in Montana

While not exclusively about MSU Billings, this book includes significant contributions from
faculty and students at the university. It covers regional environmental challenges,
research projects, and conservation programs. Readers gain an understanding of
Montana's unique ecology and the academic community’s role in its stewardship.

5. Student Life at Montana State University Billings: Stories and Perspectives

This collection of essays and interviews captures the diverse experiences of MSU Billings
students. Topics range from academic challenges to campus organizations and social
events. The book offers a personal glimpse into the university’s vibrant student
community.

6. Montana State University Billings Library: Building a Knowledge Hub
Detailing the design, construction, and evolution of the MSU Billings Library building, this
book showcases architectural plans and community input. It also discusses how the library



has adapted to digital resources and changing student needs. The narrative highlights the
library as a central campus resource.

7. Innovations in Teaching and Learning at MSU Billings

This book explores pedagogical strategies and academic programs developed at Montana
State University Billings. It showcases innovative approaches in various disciplines and
the integration of technology in the classroom. The emphasis is on enhancing student
engagement and learning outcomes.

8. The Cultural Impact of MSU Billings on the Yellowstone Valley

Examining the broader regional influence of the university, this book discusses cultural
events, public lectures, and community partnerships initiated by MSU Billings. It
illustrates how the university serves as a cultural hub in the Yellowstone Valley. The book
also covers collaborations with local artists and organizations.

9. Research and Scholarship at Montana State University Billings

Highlighting notable research projects and scholarly achievements, this volume presents
contributions from faculty and students across disciplines. It covers topics from health
sciences to humanities and social sciences. The book underscores the university’s role in
advancing knowledge and addressing regional issues.
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