
new madrid chords

new madrid chords are a distinctive set of guitar chords that have gained popularity among
musicians looking to capture a unique sound rooted in Americana and folk traditions. These chords
are often associated with the song "New Madrid," which features a blend of open tunings and
fingerstyle techniques that create a rich, resonant tone. Understanding new madrid chords involves
exploring various chord shapes, tuning methods, and playing styles that contribute to their signature
sound. This article delves into the theory behind new madrid chords, practical applications, and tips
for mastering them. Additionally, it covers common variations and how these chords can be
incorporated into different genres. Whether you are a beginner or an experienced player, mastering
new madrid chords can enhance your guitar repertoire and provide fresh inspiration for songwriting.
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Understanding New Madrid Chords
New Madrid chords refer to a collection of chord voicings and progressions that are commonly used
in songs inspired by the New Madrid seismic zone region’s cultural and musical heritage. These
chords often utilize open tunings and emphasize modal harmony, which creates a haunting and
evocative sound. The term "New Madrid chords" is not standardized but typically encompasses
chord structures that evoke a rootsy, Americana feel, blending folk, blues, and country influences.
Musicians often employ these chords to add depth and texture to their playing, making them a
valuable tool in contemporary acoustic music.

The Origin and Musical Context
The concept of new madrid chords is linked to the traditional music from the American South and
Midwest, particularly styles that have evolved around the Mississippi River and the New Madrid
fault line. The chords are often used in storytelling songs, ballads, and instrumental pieces that seek
to capture the essence of this region’s musical identity. Understanding this context helps players
appreciate the emotional and sonic qualities that these chords bring to their performances.



Musical Characteristics
New madrid chords commonly feature open strings, drone notes, and modal scales such as Dorian
and Mixolydian modes. These characteristics contribute to a spacious and resonant sound that
differs from standard major and minor chord shapes. Additionally, these chords often include
suspended and add9 intervals, which create tension and release within progressions. The use of
fingerpicking and hybrid picking techniques often accompanies these chords to highlight their tonal
complexity.

Common Chord Shapes and Fingerings
Mastering new madrid chords requires familiarity with several chord shapes that are often played in
open or altered tunings. These shapes can be adapted to various keys and positions on the guitar
neck to suit different songs and playing styles. Below are some commonly used chord shapes
associated with new madrid chords.

Open D-Based Shapes
Many new madrid chords derive from open D tuning (D A D F# A D), which allows for rich, ringing
chords with minimal finger movement. Some typical shapes include:

Dadd9: Played by fretting the second fret on the G string while leaving other strings open.

Dsus2: Achieved by lifting the finger from the D chord's second fret on the G string, creating a
suspended sound.

D6/9: Adding the 6th and 9th intervals by fretting specific notes on the B and high E strings.

Modal and Suspended Chords
Incorporating suspended chords like sus2 and sus4 enhances the modal feel of new madrid chords.
Fingerings often involve partial barre chords or open string drones to maintain a fluid and airy
sound. For example, combining a Dsus4 with an open A string creates a rich harmonic texture
commonly found in New Madrid-inspired music.

Tuning Techniques for New Madrid Chords
Tuning plays a critical role in achieving the authentic sound of new madrid chords. Standard tuning
can be limiting when trying to replicate the open, ringing qualities of these chords. Therefore, many
players experiment with various open and alternative tunings.



Open D Tuning
Open D tuning (D A D F# A D) is one of the most popular tunings for new madrid chords. This tuning
allows players to strum all strings to produce a D major chord, facilitating the use of open chord
shapes and drone strings. It also makes fingerpicking easier by providing sympathetic resonance.

Open G Tuning
Open G tuning (D G D G B D) is another favored tuning for these chords. It offers a slightly different
tonal palette and is especially useful for slide guitar techniques. Open G tuning supports the use of
major, minor, and suspended chord forms with minimal finger stretching.

Other Alternative Tunings
Some musicians use variations such as DADGAD or drop D tuning to explore new madrid chords.
These tunings emphasize modal sounds and provide versatility for chord voicings that include open
strings and harmonics.

Playing Styles and Techniques
The sound of new madrid chords is greatly influenced by the playing style employed. Techniques
such as fingerpicking, hybrid picking, and the use of hammer-ons and pull-offs add expressiveness
and dynamics to the chords.

Fingerpicking Patterns
Fingerpicking is essential when playing new madrid chords, as it allows for selective emphasis on
melody and bass notes. Common patterns include alternating bass notes with the thumb while the
fingers pluck higher strings in syncopated rhythms. This approach enhances the resonance and
clarity of the chords.

Hybrid Picking and Dynamics
Hybrid picking combines the use of a pick and fingers to allow for rapid transitions between chord
tones and melody notes. This technique is useful for playing complex chord progressions and adding
subtle dynamic shifts.

Use of Hammer-ons and Pull-offs
Incorporating hammer-ons and pull-offs within chord shapes creates smooth, legato passages that
enrich the texture of new madrid chords. These embellishments contribute to the characteristic
fluidity and emotional depth of the style.



Incorporating New Madrid Chords into Songs
New madrid chords can be integrated into various musical genres, particularly folk, country, blues,
and Americana. Their versatile nature allows for both rhythmic accompaniment and melodic
embellishment.

Songwriting Applications
Songwriters often use new madrid chords to evoke a sense of place or nostalgia. The open, airy
quality of these chords lends itself to storytelling and ballad forms, where mood and atmosphere are
key. Chord progressions often revolve around simple patterns with subtle modal shifts.

Performance Settings
These chords are well-suited for solo acoustic performances as well as ensemble settings. When
playing with other instruments, new madrid chords can complement fiddle, banjo, and mandolin
parts by providing a harmonic foundation that is both rich and unobtrusive.

Examples in Popular Music
Several contemporary artists and traditional musicians have incorporated new madrid chords or
similar open tuning techniques in their work. Studying these examples can provide insight into
practical applications and inspire creative adaptations.

Tips for Mastery and Practice
Developing proficiency with new madrid chords requires focused practice and experimentation. The
following tips can help players integrate these chords into their skill set effectively.

Start with Open Tunings: Familiarize yourself with open D and open G tunings by practicing1.
basic chord shapes and transitions.

Practice Fingerpicking Patterns: Develop finger independence and control to highlight the2.
nuances of new madrid chords.

Experiment with Modal Scales: Learn scales like Dorian and Mixolydian to understand the3.
harmonic context of the chords.

Use a Metronome: Maintain consistent timing while practicing chord changes and4.
fingerpicking patterns.

Record and Review: Listening to your playing can reveal areas for improvement and help5.
refine dynamics and tone.



Learn Songs Featuring New Madrid Chords: Applying chords in real musical contexts6.
accelerates mastery and builds repertoire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic chords used in the song 'New Madrid'?
The basic chords used in 'New Madrid' typically include G, C, D, and Em, but this can vary
depending on the arrangement.

How can I play the New Madrid chords on guitar for
beginners?
For beginners, start with open chords like G, C, D, and Em. Practice transitioning smoothly between
these chords to play 'New Madrid' effectively.

Are there any unique chord progressions in 'New Madrid'?
Yes, 'New Madrid' often features a progression that emphasizes minor chords like Em to create a
melancholic mood, combined with major chords for contrast.

Can I use a capo when playing New Madrid chords?
Yes, using a capo can help match the song’s key to your vocal range and make chord transitions
easier.

Where can I find accurate chord charts for 'New Madrid'?
Accurate chord charts for 'New Madrid' can be found on music websites like Ultimate Guitar,
Songsterr, or official artist pages.

What tuning is recommended for playing New Madrid chords?
Standard tuning (EADGBE) is commonly used for playing New Madrid chords, but some versions
may use alternate tunings for different sounds.

How do the New Madrid chords contribute to the song’s
mood?
The combination of minor and major chords in New Madrid creates a reflective and emotional
atmosphere that complements the song’s theme.



Are there any fingerpicking patterns suited for New Madrid
chords?
Yes, gentle fingerpicking patterns emphasizing the bass notes and melody lines work well with New
Madrid chords to enhance the song’s feel.

Can New Madrid chords be played on piano?
Absolutely, the chords can be played on piano by using the corresponding notes for G, C, D, Em, and
others, adapting the progression to piano style.

How do I transition smoothly between New Madrid chords?
Practice slow chord changes focusing on finger placement and strumming rhythm. Using a
metronome can help maintain consistent timing during transitions.

Additional Resources
1. New Madrid Chords: The Musical Heartbeat of the Mississippi Delta
This book explores the origins and evolution of the New Madrid chords, tracing their influence on
the blues and early American folk music. It delves into the historical context of the Mississippi Delta
region and how it shaped this unique musical pattern. Musicians and historians alike will find
insights into the cultural significance of these chords.

2. Unlocking the Mystery of New Madrid Chords
A comprehensive guide for guitarists and pianists, this book breaks down the theory and application
of New Madrid chords. It includes chord charts, exercises, and song examples to help musicians
incorporate these distinctive sounds into their playing. The author also discusses the emotional and
sonic qualities that make these chords stand out.

3. From Earthquakes to Echoes: The Story of New Madrid Chords
This narrative nonfiction work connects the seismic history of the New Madrid fault zone with the
emergence of a unique musical style. Through interviews with musicians and musicologists, the book
paints a vivid picture of how natural events influenced artistic expression. It is an engaging read for
those interested in the intersection of geology and music.

4. The Blues and Beyond: Exploring New Madrid Chords
Focusing on the blues genre, this book examines how New Madrid chords contributed to the
development of blues progressions and riffs. It highlights key artists who popularized these chords
and offers practical tips for incorporating them into contemporary blues playing. The book also
includes a historical overview of blues music in the New Madrid region.

5. New Madrid Chords in Modern Music: A Fusion of Tradition and Innovation
This book looks at how modern musicians have adapted New Madrid chords across various genres,
from rock to jazz to country. It features interviews with contemporary artists and producers who
discuss their creative processes. Readers will gain an understanding of the chords’ versatility and
enduring appeal.

6. The Anatomy of New Madrid Chords: Theory and Practice



An in-depth theoretical analysis of New Madrid chords, this book caters to advanced musicians and
music students. It covers harmonic structure, voice leading, and modal possibilities, supported by
musical notation and audio examples. The work aims to deepen readers' mastery and appreciation of
these complex chords.

7. New Madrid Chords: A Cultural and Musical Exploration
This interdisciplinary study investigates the cultural roots and musical characteristics of New
Madrid chords within the broader context of Southern American music. It includes ethnographic
research, historical documentation, and music analysis. The book is valuable for scholars and
enthusiasts interested in musicology and cultural studies.

8. Playing the New Madrid Chords: Techniques for Guitarists and Pianists
Designed as a practical manual, this book offers step-by-step instructions for mastering New Madrid
chords on guitar and piano. It includes finger positioning, strumming patterns, and improvisation
tips tailored to different skill levels. Illustrated exercises and play-along tracks make it accessible for
self-learners.

9. Echoes of the New Madrid: Songs and Stories Inspired by a Musical Legacy
A collection of original compositions and folk songs that utilize New Madrid chords, accompanied by
stories behind each piece. This anthology celebrates the musical heritage of the New Madrid region
and its influence on American music. Readers will enjoy both the lyrical content and the harmonic
richness of the featured songs.
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