
nsf data management plan example
nsf data management plan example serves as a crucial resource for researchers preparing
proposals for the National Science Foundation. A well-crafted data management plan (DMP) not only
meets NSF requirements but also promotes transparency, reproducibility, and long-term access to
research data. This article explores the components of an effective NSF data management plan
example, outlining key elements such as data types, standards, policies for sharing and preservation,
and roles of personnel involved. Understanding these components helps ensure compliance with
NSF guidelines and supports the broader scientific community. Additionally, this guide presents
practical tips for drafting a DMP that aligns with NSF expectations and enhances the quality of
research proposals. The following sections break down the essential aspects of an NSF data
management plan example to facilitate clear and comprehensive documentation.

Understanding the NSF Data Management Plan Requirements

Key Components of an NSF Data Management Plan Example

Best Practices for Writing an Effective Data Management Plan

Common Challenges and How to Address Them

Sample Outline of an NSF Data Management Plan Example

Understanding the NSF Data Management Plan
Requirements
The National Science Foundation mandates that all proposals include a Data Management Plan
describing how research data will be handled. This requirement ensures that data generated
through NSF funding are managed responsibly and made accessible to the scientific community and
the public. The data management plan accompanies the project proposal and must comply with
NSF’s policies on data sharing and preservation. The plan typically spans two pages and should
succinctly address data types, standards, policies, and responsibilities.

Purpose and Scope of the Data Management Plan
The purpose of the NSF data management plan is to facilitate the dissemination and long-term
stewardship of research data. It covers all types of data, including raw data, processed data,
software, and metadata. The scope includes detailing how data will be collected, documented,
stored, shared, and preserved. Properly addressing these topics in the plan ensures alignment with
NSF’s goals of promoting openness and reproducibility in research.



NSF Policy on Data Sharing
NSF expects researchers to share data and results promptly to maximize the value of funded
research. The data management plan must specify the mechanisms for data sharing and any
limitations due to privacy, confidentiality, or intellectual property. It is important to clearly outline
the timing of data release and the repositories or platforms used for dissemination.

Key Components of an NSF Data Management Plan
Example
An effective NSF data management plan example includes several essential components that
collectively demonstrate comprehensive data stewardship. These components provide a framework
for managing data throughout the research lifecycle.

Types of Data Generated
Describe the kinds of data that will be produced during the project. This includes raw data,
processed data, metadata, software code, and any other digital objects. Clearly specifying data types
helps reviewers understand the nature and volume of data requiring management.

Standards and Metadata
Identify the data formats, metadata standards, and documentation methods utilized to ensure data
are understandable and reusable. Adhering to community-recognized standards facilitates
interoperability and long-term access.

Data Storage and Security
Detail how data will be securely stored during the project and the measures taken to protect
sensitive information. This section should include information on backup procedures, access
controls, and data integrity safeguards.

Data Sharing and Access
Explain when and how data will be shared, including the selection of appropriate repositories or
databases. Specify any restrictions on data sharing and the rationale behind them, such as
proprietary concerns or ethical considerations.

Data Preservation
Outline plans for long-term preservation of data after project completion, including the choice of
durable repositories and formats to ensure ongoing accessibility. Preservation strategies should



align with NSF’s expectations for data retention and availability.

Roles and Responsibilities
Identify the individuals or teams responsible for managing data, including data collection,
documentation, storage, and sharing. Clarifying roles ensures accountability and smooth data
management operations throughout the project.

Best Practices for Writing an Effective Data
Management Plan
Adhering to best practices when drafting an NSF data management plan example enhances clarity,
compliance, and overall quality. These practices help present a robust plan that meets NSF’s criteria
and supports research integrity.

Be Clear and Concise
Use straightforward language and avoid unnecessary jargon. Clearly articulate data management
strategies without exceeding the page limit, ensuring all required elements are covered
comprehensively yet succinctly.

Align with NSF Guidelines
Regularly consult the latest NSF guidelines to ensure the plan reflects current policies and
expectations. Tailor the plan to the specific project and funding program for optimal relevance.

Address Ethical and Legal Considerations
Include provisions for handling sensitive data, protecting privacy, and complying with applicable
laws and institutional policies. Transparency about limitations on data sharing strengthens the
plan’s credibility.

Use Established Repositories
Select recognized and trustworthy repositories for data archiving to guarantee long-term access and
preservation. Specify repository names and data accession methods whenever possible.

Incorporate Data Documentation
Provide thorough documentation plans, including metadata standards and data dictionaries. Well-
documented data enhance usability and reproducibility by other researchers.



Common Challenges and How to Address Them
Developing an NSF data management plan example can involve several challenges. Identifying these
issues and applying appropriate solutions helps create a compliant and effective plan.

Handling Sensitive Data
Many research projects generate sensitive or confidential data that cannot be openly shared. Plans
should explain data anonymization techniques, restricted access protocols, and compliance with
institutional review board (IRB) requirements.

Data Volume and Complexity
Large or complex datasets may pose storage and sharing challenges. Describing scalable storage
solutions and specifying data subsets for sharing can address these issues efficiently.

Resource Limitations
Limited funding or personnel can impact data management activities. The plan should realistically
allocate responsibilities and resources, prioritizing critical data management tasks.

Keeping Up with Evolving Standards
Data standards and repository services continuously evolve. Including a commitment to monitor and
adapt to changes ensures the plan remains current and effective over time.

Sample Outline of an NSF Data Management Plan
Example
Below is a structured outline illustrating the typical contents of an NSF data management plan
example. This framework serves as a practical guide for proposal preparation.

Introduction: Brief overview of data types and the importance of effective management.1.

Data Types: Description of raw, processed, and metadata generated.2.

Standards and Metadata: Data formats, metadata schemas, and documentation practices.3.

Storage and Security: Data storage methods, backup plans, and security measures.4.

Sharing and Access: Timing, methods, and restrictions related to data dissemination.5.



Preservation: Long-term data archiving strategies and repository selections.6.

Roles and Responsibilities: Assignment of data management duties among project7.
personnel.

This outline can be adapted to the specific requirements of different NSF programs and research
disciplines, providing a solid foundation for crafting a high-quality data management plan.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an NSF Data Management Plan example?
An NSF Data Management Plan example is a sample document that outlines how researchers will
handle, store, share, and preserve data generated during an NSF-funded project, ensuring
compliance with NSF requirements.

Where can I find a good NSF Data Management Plan example?
Good NSF Data Management Plan examples can be found on the official NSF website, university
research offices, or online repositories such as the DMPTool, which provide templates and sample
plans.

What are the key components of an NSF Data Management
Plan example?
Key components typically include types of data to be generated, standards for data and metadata,
policies for access and sharing, provisions for reuse, and plans for archiving and preservation.

How detailed should an NSF Data Management Plan example
be?
An NSF Data Management Plan should be concise yet detailed enough to clearly describe how data
will be managed throughout the project lifecycle, addressing NSF's requirements without
unnecessary technical jargon.

Can I customize an NSF Data Management Plan example for
my research proposal?
Yes, NSF Data Management Plan examples are templates meant to be customized to fit the specific
needs, data types, and sharing policies relevant to your particular research project.



Additional Resources
1. Crafting Effective NSF Data Management Plans: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers a step-by-step approach to creating thorough and compliant data management plans
tailored for NSF grant proposals. It covers key elements such as data types, storage, sharing, and
preservation strategies. Readers will find practical examples and templates to streamline the writing
process. Ideal for researchers new to NSF requirements as well as experienced grant writers
seeking to improve their submissions.

2. Data Management for Researchers: Organizing, Sharing, and Preserving Data
Focused on best practices in data management, this book helps researchers understand the
principles behind effective data planning. It explains how to meet funding agency requirements,
including NSF’s DMP guidelines. The text includes case studies and sample plans that illustrate
successful data management workflows. It’s an essential resource for ensuring data integrity and
reproducibility.

3. NSF Grant Writing and Data Management: Strategies for Success
This title combines guidance on writing competitive NSF grant proposals with a strong emphasis on
data management plans. It discusses how to align your data strategy with NSF expectations and
addresses common pitfalls. Readers will benefit from checklists, examples, and tips from successful
grantees. The book supports researchers aiming to secure NSF funding while maintaining data
compliance.

4. Data Management Plans: A Guide for the Social Sciences
Tailored for social science researchers, this book explores the specific challenges of managing and
sharing sensitive data. It provides examples of NSF data management plans suitable for social
science projects. The book also delves into ethical considerations, data anonymization, and long-
term preservation. It’s a valuable resource for social scientists preparing NSF proposals.

5. Research Data Management: Practical Strategies for Scientists
Designed for scientists across disciplines, this book offers practical advice for managing research
data throughout the project lifecycle. It explains how to develop data management plans that comply
with NSF and other funding agencies. Readers will learn about data documentation, metadata
standards, and data repositories. The book includes templates and real-world examples to facilitate
plan creation.

6. Preparing Data Management Plans for Funded Research
This book provides a clear overview of the components required in data management plans for
federally funded research, with a focus on NSF guidelines. It guides readers through the process of
describing data types, storage solutions, and sharing mechanisms. The text features annotated
examples to illustrate effective plan writing. It is suitable for early-career researchers and grant
administrators alike.

7. Open Science and Data Sharing: NSF Data Management Plan Examples and Insights
Exploring the principles of open science, this book highlights how NSF data management plans
support transparency and accessibility. It includes detailed examples demonstrating how to balance
openness with privacy and intellectual property concerns. The book also reviews data licensing
options and repository selection. Researchers interested in promoting open data will find this
resource invaluable.

8. Data Stewardship in Research: Complying with NSF Data Management Policies



This title focuses on the role of data stewardship in fulfilling NSF policy requirements. It discusses
institutional responsibilities, data lifecycle management, and compliance monitoring. The book
offers frameworks for effective stewardship and sample data management plans that meet NSF
standards. It is particularly useful for data managers and research administrators.

9. Grant Writing Essentials: NSF Data Management Plans and Beyond
A comprehensive resource on grant writing, this book dedicates a significant section to crafting NSF
data management plans. It emphasizes integrating data management with overall project goals and
budgets. The text includes strategies for communicating data plans clearly and persuasively to
reviewers. Researchers looking to enhance their funding applications will benefit from this practical
guide.
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