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polar express nola has become a cherished holiday tradition in New Orleans, blending the magic of
the beloved story with the festive spirit of the city. Each year, families and visitors gather to
experience a unique ride inspired by the classic children's book and film, creating unforgettable
memories and celebrating the season in style. The Polar Express NOLA event combines storytelling,
holiday music, themed decorations, and interactive experiences that capture the imagination of
children and adults alike. This article explores the details of the Polar Express NOLA, including its
history, ticketing information, ride experience, and other related holiday activities in the New Orleans
area. Whether planning a family outing or seeking festive entertainment, this guide provides
comprehensive insights into what makes Polar Express NOLA a must-visit during the winter months.
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Overview of Polar Express NOLA
The Polar Express NOLA is a seasonal event held in the New Orleans area that brings the classic Polar
Express story to life through a themed train ride. This immersive experience allows participants to
board a decorated train, enjoy readings of the book, sing holiday songs, and interact with characters
from the story. The event is designed to foster a sense of wonder and holiday cheer for families,
school groups, and visitors of all ages. It typically runs during the weeks leading up to Christmas,
making it a popular holiday outing in the region.

Main Features of the Event
The Polar Express NOLA offers several key features that enhance the holiday atmosphere and create
an engaging experience:

Decorated train cars reflecting the winter wonderland theme

Storytelling sessions with professional narrators

Holiday music and sing-alongs



Visits from Santa Claus and his elves

Distribution of the iconic silver bells to children

History and Origins
The Polar Express NOLA event draws inspiration from the original 1985 children's book "The Polar
Express" by Chris Van Allsburg, which was later adapted into a popular animated film. The story's
themes of belief, wonder, and Christmas magic resonate strongly with audiences, making it an ideal
basis for a holiday train experience. The New Orleans iteration of the Polar Express ride began in the
early 2010s as part of local efforts to expand seasonal tourism and provide family-friendly holiday
entertainment.

Development of the Event in New Orleans
Local railroads and event organizers collaborated to create a version of the Polar Express that could
be enjoyed in the unique cultural context of New Orleans. Over time, the event has grown in
popularity, attracting visitors from across Louisiana and neighboring states. Incorporating New
Orleans' distinctive hospitality and festive spirit, the Polar Express NOLA stands out by combining
traditional holiday elements with the city's vibrant cultural identity.

Ticketing and Scheduling
Tickets for the Polar Express NOLA are typically available for purchase in advance due to high demand
during the holiday season. The event offers multiple departure times over several weekends in
December, accommodating families and groups with varying schedules. Pricing varies depending on
age, group size, and package options, with discounts often available for children, seniors, and military
personnel.

Where and How to Purchase Tickets
Tickets can be acquired through official event outlets, including ticket offices near the departure
station and authorized vendors. Early booking is recommended to secure preferred dates and times.
Some packages include additional perks such as souvenir photos, refreshments, or VIP seating.

Typical Schedule and Duration
The Polar Express NOLA runs multiple trips per day on select dates. Each journey usually lasts
approximately one to two hours, providing ample time for storytelling, activities, and interaction with
characters. Evening rides are often favored to enhance the magical ambiance with holiday lights and
nighttime scenery.



The Ride Experience
The core of the Polar Express NOLA is the train ride itself, which is carefully crafted to immerse
passengers in the beloved holiday story. From the moment guests board, they are greeted by
conductors in themed uniforms who guide them through the experience.

Onboard Activities
During the ride, narrators read passages from the Polar Express book while passengers follow along,
engaging with the story. Sing-alongs of classic Christmas carols encourage participation and add to
the festive mood. Children receive special attention, including the handing out of the silver bells
famously featured in the story.

Decor and Atmosphere
The train cars are adorned with holiday decorations such as twinkling lights, garlands, and themed
props that evoke a winter wonderland. The combination of visual elements, music, and storytelling
creates a sensory-rich environment that captivates riders and transports them into the magical world
of the Polar Express.

Character Appearances
Santa Claus often makes a special appearance during the journey, delighting children and providing
photo opportunities. Additional characters, such as elves or the train conductor, enhance the
interactive nature of the experience and help bring the story to life.

Additional Holiday Attractions in New Orleans
Beyond the Polar Express NOLA, New Orleans offers a variety of festive events and activities that
complement the holiday train ride. These include holiday markets, light displays, concerts, and
seasonal performances that celebrate the unique culture of the city during the winter months.

Popular Seasonal Events

Celebration in the Oaks at City Park, featuring spectacular light displays

Holiday concerts and performances at local theaters

Festive dining experiences showcasing Creole and Cajun holiday cuisine

Holiday-themed riverboat cruises along the Mississippi River



Family-Friendly Activities
New Orleans also hosts various family-oriented holiday events such as crafts workshops, Santa meet-
and-greets, and winter festivals. These activities provide additional opportunities to enjoy the season
alongside the Polar Express NOLA experience.

Tips for Attending Polar Express NOLA
To maximize enjoyment of the Polar Express NOLA, visitors should consider several practical tips.
Proper planning ensures a smooth and memorable outing for families and groups.

Booking and Arrival
Secure tickets well in advance to avoid disappointment, especially for weekend and evening rides.
Arrive early to allow time for parking, boarding, and exploring any pre-ride festivities at the station.

What to Bring
Dress warmly, as the train cars may be cool during winter evenings. Bringing a camera or smartphone
is recommended to capture special moments with Santa and other characters. It is also helpful to
bring snacks or drinks if permitted, particularly for young children.

Accessibility and Special Needs
The Polar Express NOLA strives to accommodate guests with disabilities or special requirements.
Contact event organizers ahead of time to inquire about accessibility options and assistance.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Polar Express NOLA event?
The Polar Express NOLA is a festive holiday train ride experience in New Orleans, inspired by the
popular book and movie 'The Polar Express.' It features a magical journey to the North Pole with
themed activities, characters, and holiday entertainment.

Where does the Polar Express NOLA train depart from?
The Polar Express NOLA typically departs from a designated train station in New Orleans, often the
New Orleans Union Passenger Terminal or a nearby historic rail station, providing easy access for local
families and visitors.



When does the Polar Express NOLA run during the holiday
season?
The Polar Express NOLA usually runs on select dates from late November through December, aligning
with the holiday season to provide festive rides leading up to Christmas.

Are tickets required for the Polar Express NOLA, and how can
I purchase them?
Yes, tickets are required for the Polar Express NOLA experience. They can be purchased online
through the official event website or authorized ticket vendors. It's recommended to buy tickets early
due to high demand during the holiday season.

What activities can children expect on the Polar Express NOLA
train ride?
Children can enjoy activities such as storytelling by the Conductor, singing holiday songs, meeting
Santa Claus, receiving hot chocolate and cookies, and participating in interactive games and crafts
during the ride.

Is the Polar Express NOLA suitable for all ages?
Yes, the Polar Express NOLA is designed to be a family-friendly event suitable for all ages, offering
enjoyable holiday entertainment for children and adults alike.

Are there any COVID-19 safety measures in place for the Polar
Express NOLA?
Depending on current health guidelines, the Polar Express NOLA may implement safety measures
such as mandatory mask-wearing, social distancing on the train, capacity limits, and enhanced
cleaning protocols to ensure a safe experience for all guests.

Additional Resources
1. The Polar Express
This classic children's book by Chris Van Allsburg tells the magical story of a young boy’s
extraordinary train ride to the North Pole on Christmas Eve. The journey is filled with wonder, snow-
covered landscapes, and the spirit of Christmas. It captures themes of belief, adventure, and the joy
of the holiday season.

2. The Polar Express: The Junior Novelization
A simplified version of the original story, this junior novelization is perfect for early readers. It retains
the enchanting tale of the boy’s journey on the Polar Express and his encounter with Santa Claus. The
language is accessible, making it ideal for young children who want to experience the magic of the
story.

3. The Night Before Christmas on the Polar Express



This festive book combines the timeless poem “The Night Before Christmas” with the magical setting
of the Polar Express. It adds a unique twist to the traditional Christmas story by placing it aboard the
iconic train. The blend of familiar verses and new visuals creates a delightful holiday read.

4. Polar Express Christmas Activity Book
Filled with puzzles, coloring pages, and games, this activity book is inspired by the Polar Express story
and movie. It’s a great way for children to engage with the characters and themes through creative
play. The activities encourage imagination and holiday cheer.

5. The Polar Express: The Movie Storybook
Based on the beloved animated film adaptation, this storybook brings to life the visuals and scenes
from the movie. It follows the same narrative as the original book but includes movie stills and
expanded dialogue. It’s a wonderful companion for fans of the film.

6. Polar Express: A Christmas Tradition
This book explores the history and impact of The Polar Express as a holiday tradition. It includes
behind-the-scenes stories, interviews with the creators, and reflections on why the story resonates
with so many. It’s a perfect read for fans interested in the cultural significance of the tale.

7. The Polar Express Train Ride: A Magical Christmas Journey
Describing real-life train rides inspired by the book and movie, this book shares the experience of
boarding a Polar Express-themed train. It captures the excitement and festive atmosphere of these
holiday events held in various cities, including New Orleans. Readers can enjoy a virtual tour of the
magical ride.

8. New Orleans Holiday Magic: Polar Express Edition
This book highlights the unique ways New Orleans celebrates the Polar Express season. It showcases
special events, decorations, and community traditions that bring the story to life in the city. With
vibrant photos and heartwarming stories, it connects the tale to local culture.

9. Polar Express and Beyond: Exploring Holiday Train Adventures
A broader look at holiday-themed train journeys inspired by the Polar Express, this book covers
various locations and experiences. It discusses the significance of these events in holiday celebrations
and their appeal to families. The book provides tips for planning festive train trips and enjoying the
magic year after year.
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