
puss in boots roger ebert
puss in boots roger ebert refers to the critical reception and review of the
animated film "Puss in Boots" by the renowned film critic Roger Ebert. This
article explores Ebert's perspective on the movie, analyzing his critique and
how it fits within the broader context of animated film reviews. By examining
Ebert’s insights, readers gain a deeper understanding of the film’s artistic
merits, storytelling, and its place in popular culture. Additionally, this
article delves into the significance of Roger Ebert's reviews in shaping
audience perceptions and the role his opinion played in the success of
animated features like "Puss in Boots." The discussion further covers the
film’s production background, critical acclaim, and relevant themes
highlighted by Ebert. Explore the comprehensive analysis below, starting with
a clear table of contents that outlines the key sections of this article.
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Roger Ebert’s Review of Puss in Boots

Summary of Ebert’s Critique
Roger Ebert’s review of "Puss in Boots" provides a thoughtful evaluation of
the film’s narrative, animation quality, and character development. Known for
his insightful and accessible reviews, Ebert praised the movie for its
engaging story and charismatic protagonist while also noting aspects where it
adhered to or deviated from typical animated film formulas. His critique
emphasized the blend of humor and action, highlighting how the film managed
to appeal to both children and adults.

Highlights and Criticisms
In his review, Ebert highlighted several strengths, including the voice
acting, particularly Antonio Banderas’s performance as Puss, and the film’s
vibrant animation style. However, he also pointed out moments where the plot



felt predictable or relied on familiar tropes. Despite these criticisms,
Ebert ultimately regarded "Puss in Boots" as an entertaining and well-crafted
addition to the DreamWorks Animation portfolio.

Overview of the Film Puss in Boots

Plot and Characters
"Puss in Boots" is a spin-off from the "Shrek" franchise focusing on the
adventures of the swashbuckling feline hero. The film follows Puss as he
embarks on a quest to steal magical beans and find a giant’s castle in the
clouds. Along the way, he teams up with Kitty Softpaws and Humpty Dumpty,
characters who add depth and humor to the storyline. The movie blends fairy
tale elements with action and comedy, creating an engaging narrative suitable
for a family audience.

Production and Animation
The film was produced by DreamWorks Animation and released in 2011. It
showcased cutting-edge animation techniques, combining traditional
storytelling with advanced CGI technology. The rich textures, expressive
character designs, and dynamic action sequences contributed to the movie’s
visual appeal. The soundtrack and voice performances also played critical
roles in bringing the characters and story to life.

Critical Reception and Impact

General Critical Response
"Puss in Boots" received generally positive reviews from critics, with praise
directed at its humor, animation quality, and voice cast. Many reviewers
appreciated the film’s ability to stand on its own outside the "Shrek"
universe, providing a fresh and entertaining experience. The movie’s
successful blend of action and comedy made it a hit among various age groups.

Awards and Recognitions
The film garnered several nominations and awards, reflecting its impact
within the animation industry. This includes recognition for its animation
quality, voice acting, and musical score. The positive critical reception and
box office success helped solidify "Puss in Boots" as a valuable property for



DreamWorks Animation.

Roger Ebert’s Influence on Animated Film
Criticism

Legacy as a Film Critic
Roger Ebert was one of the most influential film critics of his time, known
for his clear, insightful, and balanced reviews. His opinions carried
significant weight in the film industry and among audiences. Ebert’s ability
to analyze films across genres, including animation, helped elevate the
status of animated movies as serious cinematic works worthy of critical
attention.

Impact on Audience Perceptions
Ebert’s reviews often guided audience expectations and viewing choices. His
positive or negative assessments could influence a film’s commercial success
and cultural reception. In the case of "Puss in Boots," his review
contributed to the understanding of the film’s strengths and weaknesses,
encouraging viewers to appreciate its artistic qualities while remaining
aware of its conventional storytelling elements.

Key Themes and Artistic Elements Highlighted by
Ebert

Heroism and Identity
Ebert noted the film’s exploration of heroism and personal identity through
the character of Puss. The protagonist’s journey involves not only physical
adventure but also self-discovery and redemption. This thematic depth adds a
layer of sophistication to the film, making it resonate with audiences beyond
simple entertainment.

Visual Style and Animation Techniques
The visual storytelling in "Puss in Boots" was another aspect Ebert
appreciated. He commented on the film’s vibrant color palette, fluid
animation, and attention to detail. These elements enhanced the viewing
experience and demonstrated the technical capabilities of DreamWorks



Animation at the time.

Humor and Audience Appeal
Humor played a central role in the film’s appeal, blending witty dialogue
with physical comedy. Ebert acknowledged how the balance of humor and action
helped the film engage both children and adults. This multi-layered approach
to humor is a hallmark of successful animated films and was a key factor in
the movie’s positive reception.

Engaging narrative with fairy tale elements

Strong voice performances, especially Antonio Banderas

High-quality CGI animation techniques

Thematic depth involving heroism and identity

Effective use of humor for broad audience appeal

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Roger Ebert and what is his connection to
'Puss in Boots'?
Roger Ebert was a renowned film critic who reviewed many movies, including
animated films like 'Puss in Boots.' His reviews often provided insightful
critiques and influenced public perception of these films.

Did Roger Ebert write a review for the movie 'Puss
in Boots'?
Yes, Roger Ebert wrote a review for 'Puss in Boots,' sharing his thoughts on
the film's animation, story, and overall entertainment value.

What was Roger Ebert's opinion on the animation
quality of 'Puss in Boots'?
Roger Ebert praised the animation quality of 'Puss in Boots,' highlighting
its vibrant visuals and detailed character designs as a strong point of the
movie.



How did Roger Ebert rate 'Puss in Boots'?
Roger Ebert gave 'Puss in Boots' a generally positive rating, noting its
charm and humor, although he may have pointed out some areas where the story
could have been stronger.

Did Roger Ebert compare 'Puss in Boots' to other
animated films in his review?
In his review, Roger Ebert often compared 'Puss in Boots' to other animated
films, discussing how it stood out or fell short in terms of storytelling and
animation quality.

Are Roger Ebert's reviews of 'Puss in Boots' still
available online?
Yes, Roger Ebert's reviews, including his review of 'Puss in Boots,' are
archived and accessible online through the Roger Ebert website and other film
review aggregators.

How influential was Roger Ebert's review on the
success of 'Puss in Boots'?
Roger Ebert's reviews were highly respected and could influence audience
interest. His positive review of 'Puss in Boots' likely contributed to the
film's favorable reception among moviegoers.

Additional Resources
1. Puss in Boots: A Cinematic Fairy Tale
This book explores the adaptation of the classic fairy tale "Puss in Boots"
into film, focusing on the various versions released over the years. It
provides detailed analysis of the storytelling techniques, character
development, and visual style. The author also examines how the tale has
evolved to suit contemporary audiences and cinematic trends.

2. Roger Ebert's Movie Yearbook: Reviews and Essays on Animated Films
A compilation of Roger Ebert’s most insightful reviews and essays on animated
movies, including his take on "Puss in Boots." This volume highlights Ebert’s
critical perspectives, his appreciation for animation as an art form, and his
ability to connect with audiences of all ages. It serves as a valuable
resource for film enthusiasts and students of cinema.

3. The Art of Puss in Boots: Behind the Scenes of DreamWorks Animation
This book delves into the creative process behind the making of "Puss in
Boots" by DreamWorks Animation. Featuring interviews with animators,
directors, and voice actors, it reveals the challenges and triumphs involved



in bringing the swashbuckling feline to life. Stunning concept art and
storyboards accompany the narrative, providing a visual feast for fans.

4. Fairy Tales on Film: Roger Ebert and the Magic of Adaptation
An analytical work that examines Roger Ebert’s critiques of various fairy
tale adaptations, including "Puss in Boots." The book discusses Ebert’s views
on how filmmakers balance tradition with innovation when retelling classic
stories. It also explores the cultural significance of fairy tales in cinema
and their enduring appeal.

5. Puss in Boots and the Evolution of Animated Heroes
This book investigates the character of Puss in Boots as an animated hero
archetype. It traces the character’s origins in folklore and literature, then
looks at how animation has transformed him into a charismatic and complex
protagonist. The author discusses themes of bravery, wit, and morality as
portrayed in different adaptations.

6. Roger Ebert’s Guide to Family Films: Insights and Reviews
A curated collection of Roger Ebert’s reviews focused on family-friendly
films, featuring a comprehensive look at "Puss in Boots" and similar titles.
The book serves as a guide for parents and educators seeking quality
entertainment for children. Ebert’s balanced assessments highlight both
educational value and entertainment quality.

7. Animation and Storytelling: The Legacy of Puss in Boots
This book explores how "Puss in Boots" has influenced storytelling in
animation beyond its own films. It discusses narrative techniques, character
design, and thematic elements introduced by the Puss in Boots adaptations.
The work also considers the broader impact on animated features and
television.

8. Roger Ebert and the Art of Film Criticism
A comprehensive biography and analysis of Roger Ebert’s career, with specific
references to his reviews of animated films like "Puss in Boots." The book
highlights Ebert’s unique voice and his contributions to film criticism as a
whole. Readers gain insight into his methods and his passion for cinema.

9. Swashbucklers on Screen: From Pirates to Puss in Boots
This book examines the swashbuckling genre in cinema, with a special focus on
characters like Puss in Boots. It covers historical context, character
archetypes, and the evolution of adventurous storytelling. The book features
both live-action and animated examples, analyzing how these daring heroes
captivate audiences.
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