TENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY

TENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY IS A WELL-ESTABLISHED ORGANIZATION DEDICATED TO THE WELFARE AND SUPPORT OF
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES THROUGHOUT TENNESSEE. FOUNDED WITH THE MISSION OF PROVIDING SAFE, NURTURING ENVIRONMENTS
FOR CHILDREN IN NEED, THIS SOCIETY HAS PLAYED A PIVOTAL ROLE IN CHILD WELFARE AND ADOPTION SERVICES FOR DECADES.
THE TENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY OFFERS A VARIETY OF PROGRAMS AIMED AT STRENGTHENING FAMILIES, PROMOTING
PERMANENCY THROUGH ADOPTION, AND SUPPORTING CHILDREN'S DEVELOPMENT. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE HISTORY,
SERVICES, AND IMPACT OF THE Tennessee CHILDRENS HoME SOCIETY, HIGHLIGHTING ITS ONGOING COMMITMENT TO IMPROVING
THE LIVES OF VULNERABLE CHILDREN. ADDITIONALLY/ IT DELVES INTO THE ORGANIZATION'S ADOPTION PROCESSES, FOSTER CARE
INITIATIVES, AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH EFFORTS. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF HOW
THE TENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY OPERATES AND CONTINUES TO SERVE THE TENNESSEE COMMUNITY.
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HisTorY AND BACKGROUND OF TENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY

THE TENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY HAS A RICH HISTORY ROOTED IN THE COMMITMENT TO CHILD WELFARE AND FAMILY
SUPPORT ACROSS THE STATE. ESTABLISHED IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY, IT HAS EVOLVED FROM A SMALL LOCAL AGENCY
INTO A RESPECTED PROVIDER OF COMPREHENSIVE CHILD SERVICES. THE SOCIETY’S FOUNDATION LIES IN ADDRESSING THE NEEDS OF
ORPHANED, ABANDONED, AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN BY OFFERING SAFE HOMES AND STABLE ENVIRONMENTS. OVER THE YEARS, IT
HAS ADAPTED TO CHANGING SOCIAL DYNAMICS AND LEGAL FRAMEWORKS, CONTINUALLY ENHANCING ITS SERVICES TO MEET THE
NEEDS OF T ENNESSEE’S CHILDREN AND FAMILIES.

FoUNDING PRINCIPLES AND MISSION

THE FOUNDING PRINCIPLES OF THE TENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY EMPHASIZE COMPASSION, SAFETY, AND PERMANENCY
FOR CHILDREN. |TS MISSION IS TO PROVIDE CHILDREN WITH SECURE, LOVING HOMES AND TO SUPPORT FAMILIES IN CREATING
HEALTHY ENVIRONMENTS. THIS MISSION DRIVES ALL ASPECTS OF THE SOCIETY’S WORK, FROM ADOPTION FACILITATION TO
FAMILY COUNSELING AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS. THE SOCIETY REMAINS COMMITTED TO UPHOLDING THE DIGNITY AND RIGHTS
OF EVERY CHILD IT SERVES.

EvoLuTioN OvVer THE DECADES

SINCE ITS INCEPTION, THE TeNNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY HAS EXPANDED ITS REACH AND DIVERSIFIED ITS PROGRAMS.
INITIALLY FOCUSED ON ORPHAN CARE, THE ORGANIZATION NOW ADDRESSES A BROAD SPECTRUM OF CHILD WELFARE NEEDS,
INCLUDING FOSTER CARE, ADOPTION, FAMILY REUNIFICATION, AND PREVENTIVE SERVICES. LEGISLATIVE CHANGES AND ADVANCES
IN SOCIAL WORK HAVE INFLUENCED THE SOCIETY’S APPROACH, PROMOTING FAMILY-CENTERED CARE AND CHILD WELL~BEING.



CoRE SERVICES AND PROGRAMS

THE TENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY OFFERS AN ARRAY OF CORE SERVICES DESIGNED TO PROTECT CHILDREN AND SUPPORT
FAMILIES. THESE PROGRAMS ARE TAILORED TO ADDRESS VARIOUS CHALLENGES FACED BY CHILDREN AT RISK OF NEGLECT OR
SEPARATION FROM THEIR FAMILIES. THE SOCIETY COLLABORATES WITH STATE AGENCIES, COMMUNITY PARTNERS, AND
VOLUNTEERS TO DELIVER EFFECTIVE AND COMPASSIONATE CARE.

CHILD PLACEMENT AND PERMANENCY PLANNING

ONE OF THE PRIMARY FUNCTIONS OF THE T ENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY IS TO FACILITATE CHILD PLACEMENT IN SAFE,
PERMANENT HOMES. THIS INCLUDES COORDINATING FOSTER CARE PLACEMENTS, MANAGING ADOPTIVE FAMILY RECRUITMENT, AND
SUPPORTING LEGAL PROCESSES RELATED TO CHILD CUSTODY. PERMANENCY PLANNING ENSURES THAT CHILDREN EXPERIENCE
STABILITY AND CONTINUITY IN THEIR LIVES.

FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES

IN ADDITION TO PLACEMENT, THE SOCIETY PROVIDES FAMILY SUPPORT SERVICES AIMED AT PREVENTING CHILD ABUSE AND
NEGLECT. THESE SERVICES INCLUDE PARENTING EDUCATION, COUNSELING, AND CRISIS INTERVENTION. BY STRENGTHENING FAMILIES,
THE ORGANIZATION WORKS TO REDUCE THE NEED FOR OUT-OF-HOME PLACEMENTS AND PROMOTE HEALTHY FAMILY DYNAMICS.

THERAPEUTIC AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

RECOGNIZING THE EMOTIONAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL NEEDS OF CHILDREN, THE TenNesSee CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY OFFERS
THERAPEUTIC PROGRAMS INCLUDING INDIVIDUAL AND GROUP COUNSELING, BEHAVIORAL SUPPORT, AND EDUCATIONAL
ASSISTANCE. THESE PROGRAMS ADDRESS TRAUMA RECOVERY, MENTAL HEALTH CHALLENGES, AND LEARNING DIFFICULTIES TO
FOSTER RESILIENCE AND GROW TH.

ADOPTION SERVICES

ADOPTION SERVICES FORM A CORNERSTONE OF THE T ENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY’S WORK. THE SOCIETY FACILITATES
THE ADOPTION PROCESS WITH A FOCUS ON MATCHING CHILDREN WITH LOVING, QUALIFIED FAMILIES. THESE SERVICES ENSURE
THAT CHILDREN FIND PERMANENT HOMES WHERE THEY CAN THRIVE EMOTIONALLY AND PHYSICALLY.

TypPes oF ADOPTION OFFERED

THE SOCIETY SUPPORTS VARIOUS TYPES OF ADOPTION INCLUDING DOMESTIC INFANT ADOPTION, FOSTER CARE ADOPTION, AND
KINSHIP ADOPTION. EACH TYPE INVOLVES UNIQUE PROCESSES AND REQUIREMENTS TAILORED TO MEET THE NEEDS OF BOTH
CHILDREN AND PROSPECTIVE PARENTS. THE TENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY PROVIDES GUIDANCE THROUGH EVERY STAGE
OF THE ADOPTION JOURNEY.

ADOPTIVE PARENT SUPPORT

T O ENSURE SUCCESSFUL ADOPTIONS, THE SOCIETY OFFERS TRAINING AND ONGOING SUPPORT FOR ADOPTIVE PARENTS. THIS
INCLUDES PRE-ADOPTION EDUCATION, POST-PLACEMENT COUNSELING, AND ACCESS TO COMMUNITY RESOURCES. SUPPORTING
ADOPTIVE FAMILIES IS ESSENTIAL TO MAINTAINING STABLE, NURTURING ENVIRONMENTS FOR CHILDREN.



LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANCE

THe TENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY ASSISTS WITH THE LEGAL ASPECTS OF ADOPTION, INCLUDING HOME STUDIES, COURT
PROCEEDINGS, AND DOCUMENTATION. PROFESSIONAL STAFF WORK CLOSELY WITH ATTORNEYS AND STATE AGENCIES TO ENSURE
THAT ADOPTIONS COMPLY WITH ALL LEGAL REQUIREMENTS AND PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF ALL PARTIES INVOLVED.

FosTer CARE AND FAMILY SUPPORT

FOSTER CARE IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE TENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY’S MISSION TO PROVIDE TEMPORARY SAFE
HOMES FOR CHILDREN UNABLE TO LIVE WITH THEIR BIRTH FAMILIES. THE SOCIETY RECRUITS, TRAINS, AND SUPPORTS FOSTER
FAMILIES COMMITTED TO CARING FOR CHILDREN DURING TIMES OF TRANSITION.

FosTer FAMILY RECRUITMENT AND TRAINING

THE SOCIETY ACTIVELY RECRUITS FOSTER FAMILIES THROUGHOUT TENNESSEE AND PROVIDES COMPREHENSIVE TRAINING TO
PREPARE THEM FOR THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF FOSTER PARENTING. T RAINING COVERS CHILD DEVELOPMENT, TRAUMA~INFORMED
CARE, AND CRISIS MANAGEMENT TO EQUIP FOSTER FAMILIES WITH THE SKILLS NEEDED FOR SUCCESS.

SUPPORT SERVICES FOR FOSTER FAMILIES

ONGOING SUPPORT FOR FOSTER FAMILIES INCLUDES CASE MANAGEMENT, RESPITE CARE, AND ACCESS TO THERAPEUTIC
RESOURCES. THE TENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY ENSURES THAT FOSTER FAMILIES RECEIVE ASSISTANCE TO MAINTAIN A
POSITIVE ENVIRONMENT AND ADDRESS ANY CHALLENGES THAT ARISE.

FAMILY REUNIFICATION EFFORTS

YW/ HENEVER POSSIBLE, THE SOCIETY WORKS TOW ARD REUNIFYING CHILDREN WITH THEIR BIRTH FAMILIES. THIS INVOLVES
PROVIDING FAMILY COUNSELING, PARENTING SUPPORT, AND MONITORING TO FACILITATE SAFE AND SUSTAINABLE REUNIFICATIONS.
THE GOAL IS TO PRESERVE FAMILY BONDS WHILE PRIORITIZING CHILD SAFETY.

CoMMUNITY OUTREACH AND EDUCATION

THE TenNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY ACTIVELY ENGAGES IN COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND EDUCATION TO RAISE
AW ARENESS ABOUT CHILD WELFARE ISSUES AND PROMOTE PREVENTIVE CARE. | HESE EFFORTS ARE ESSENTIAL IN BUILDING A
SUPPORTIVE NETWORK FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES ACROSS THE STATE.

PusLIC AwWARENESS CAMPAIGNS

THE SOCIETY ORGANIZES CAMPAIGNS TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC ON TOPICS SUCH AS CHILD ABUSE PREVENTION, THE IMPORTANCE
OF FOSTER CARE, AND ADOPTION OPTIONS. THESE INITIATIVES HELP TO REDUCE STIGMA AND ENCOURAGE COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT IN CHILD WELFARE.

\X/ ORKSHOPS AND TRAINING PROGRAMS

EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS FOR PARENTS, CAREGIVERS, AND PROFESSIONALS ARE REGULARLY CONDUCTED BY THE TENNESSEE
CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY. THESE PROGRAMS COVER PARENTING SKILLS, TRAUMA-INFORMED CARE, AND LEGAL RIGHTS,
EMPOWERING PARTICIPANTS TO BETTER SUPPORT CHILDREN’S NEEDS.



V OLUNTEER AND PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

THE SOCIETY COLLABORATES WITH VOLUNTEERS AND PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS TO EXTEND ITS REACH AND IMPACT.
V OLUNTEERS PLAY VITAL ROLES IN MENTORING CHILDREN, SUPPORTING EVENTS, AND ASSISTING WITH ADMINISTRATIVE TASKS.
P ARTNERSHIPS ENHANCE RESOURCE SHARING AND SERVICE DELIVERY THROUGHOUT T ENNESSEE.

IMPACT AND SUCCESS STORIES

THE TENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY HAS POSITIVELY IMPACTED THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES BY PROVIDING
SAFE HOMES, SUPPORTIVE SERVICES, AND LASTING CONNECTIONS. |TS SUCCESS IS REFLECTED IN NUMEROUS STORIES OF CHILDREN
WHO HAVE FOUND PERMANENT FAMILIES AND FAMILIES WHO HAVE BEEN STRENGTHENED THROUGH ITS PROGRAMS.

MeAsURABLE OUTCOMES

PROGRAM EVALUATIONS DEMONSTRATE IMPROVEMENTS IN CHILD SAFETY, FAMILY STABILITY, AND ADOPTION PERMANENCY
RATES. THE SOCIETY’S COMMITMENT TO DATA-DRIVEN PRACTICES ENSURES CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY IN
SERVICE DELIVERY.

NOTABLE SUCCESS STORIES

MANY CHILDREN WHO WERE ONCE IN CRISIS HAVE FOUND LOVING HOMES THROUGH THE TENNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY.
THESE SUCCESS STORIES HIGHLIGHT THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE, SHOWCASING REAL-LIFE
EXAMPLES OF HOPE AND HEALING WITHIN THE TENNESSEE COMMUNITY.

ONGOING COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE

THE TeNNESSEE CHILDRENS HOME SOCIETY REMAINS DEDICATED TO ENHANCING ITS PROGRAMS AND EXPANDING SERVICES TO MEET
EMERGING NEEDS. THROUGH INNOVATION, COLLABORATION, AND UNW AVERING DEDICATION, THE SOCIETY CONTINUES TO BE A
LEADER IN CHILD WELFARE IN TENNESSEE.
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FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE HISTORY OF TENNESSEE CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY?

THe TenNeSSEE CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY WAS ORIGINALLY FOUNDED IN THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY AS AN ADOPTION AGENCY



AND CHILD WELFARE ORGANIZATION. |T BECAME INFAMOUS DUE TO SCANDALS INVOLVING ILLEGAL ADOPTIONS AND UNETHICAL
PRACTICES. THE ORGANIZATION HAS SINCE REFORMED AND CONTINUES TO PROVIDE CHILD WELFARE SERVICES IN T ENNESSEE.

WHAT SERVICES DOES THE TENNESSEE CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY PROVIDE TODAY?

TODAY, THE TenNESSEE CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY OFFERS A RANGE OF SERVICES INCLUDING FOSTER CARE, ADOPTION
SERVICES, COUNSELING, AND SUPPORT PROGRAMS DESIGNED TO HELP CHILDREN AND FAMILIES IN NEED THROUGHOUT TENNESSEE.

How CAN SOMEONE ADOPT A CHILD THROUGH TENNESSEE CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY?

To ADOPT A CHILD THROUGH THE TENNESSEE CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY, PROSPECTIVE PARENTS MUST COMPLETE AN
APPLICATION, UNDERGO A HOME STUDY, COMPLETE REQUIRED TRAINING, AND WORK WITH AGENCY SOCIAL WORKERS. THE
PROCESS INVOLVES MATCHING FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN IN NEED OF PERMANENT HOMES.

HaAs THe TenNessee CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY BEEN INVOLVED IN ANY LEGAL
CONTROVERSIES?

YES, HISTORICALLY, THE TennESSEE CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY WAS INVOLVED IN MAJOR LEGAL CONTROVERSIES RELATED TO
ILLEGAL ADOPTIONS AND UNETHICAL PRACTICES DURING THE EARLY TO MID- 1900s. THESE SCANDALS LED TO REFORMS IN
ADOPTION LAWS AND AGENCY OVERSIGHT. THE CURRENT ORGANIZATION OPERATES UNDER STRICT LEGAL AND ETHICAL
GUIDELINES.

\W/HERE IS THE TENNESSEE CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY LOCATED AND HOW CAN |
CONTACT THEM?

THE TeNNESSEE CHILDREN'S HOME SOCIETY IS HEADQUARTERED IN NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE. THEY CAN BE CONTACTED VIA THEIR
OFFICIAL WEBSITE OR BY PHONE FOR INQUIRIES ABOUT ADOPTION, FOSTER CARE, OR OTHER CHILD WELFARE SERVICES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THE Hippen HisTorY oF THE TENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY

THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE ORIGINS AND OPERATIONS OF THE TENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY, EXPLORING ITS ROLE IN
CHILD WELFARE DURING THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY. |T UNCOVERS STORIES OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES AFFECTED BY THE
ORGANIZATION’S PRACTICES, SHEDDING LIGHT ON THE CONTROVERSIES SURROUNDING ADOPTION AND CHILD PLACEMENT.
THROUGH FIRSTHAND ACCOUNTS AND ARCHIVAL RESEARCH, READERS GAIN A NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF THIS COMPLEX
INSTITUTION.

2. OrPHANED DREAMS: THE TENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY SCANDAL

FOCUSING ON THE INFAMOUS SCANDAL INVOLVING THE TENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY, THIS BOOK REVEALS THE
UNETHICAL PRACTICES THAT LED TO WIDESPREAD PUBLIC OUTRAGE. |IT CHRONICLES THE LEGAL BATTLES, KEY FIGURES, AND THE
IMPACT ON ADOPTION LAWS NATIONWIDE. THE NARRATIVE IS BOTH A CAUTIONARY TALE AND A HISTORICAL INVESTIGATION
INTO CHILD WELFARE ABUSES.

3. Berinp CLoSED Doors: STORIES FROM THE TENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY

A COLLECTION OF PERSONAL STORIES FROM FORMER RESIDENTS, EMPLOYEES, AND ADOPTIVE FAMILIES CONNECTED TO THE
TeNNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY. THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN INTIMATE LOOK AT THE EMOTIONAL AND SOCIAL
CONSEQUENCES OF THE ORGANIZATION’S POLICIES. |T HIGHLIGHTS RESILIENCE AND THE QUEST FOR IDENTITY AMIDST CHALLENGING
CIRCUMSTANCES.

4. A LeGAcY oF LosT CHILDREN: TENNESSEE’S AporPTION CONTROVERSIES

THIS WORK EXAMINES THE BROADER CONTEXT OF ADOPTION PRACTICES IN TENNESSEE, WITH A FOCUS ON THE CHILDREN’S HOME
SOCIETY’S INFLUENCE. | T DISCUSSES REGULATORY CHANGES PROMPTED BY THE SOCIETY’S OPERATIONS AND THE LONG-TERM
EFFECTS ON ADOPTION ETHICS. THE BOOK OFFERS CRITICAL INSIGHT INTO HOW PAST MISTAKES HAVE SHAPED MODERN CHILD
WELFARE SYSTEMS.



5. THe ADoPTION FILES: INVESTIGATING TENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY

THROUGH INVESTIGATIVE JOURNALISM AND EXTENSIVE DOCUMENTATION, THIS BOOK UNCOVERS HIDDEN RECORDS AND
TESTIMONIES RELATED TO THE T ENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY. |T EXPOSES DISCREPANCIES IN CHILD PLACEMENT AND THE
EXPLOITATION OF VULNERABLE FAMILIES. THE DETAILED ANALYSIS INVITES READERS TO RECONSIDER HISTORICAL NARRATIVES
ABOUT ADOPTION IN THE REGION.

6. CHILDREN OF THE STATE: TENNESSEE’S ROLE IN ADOPTION HISTORY

THIS HISTORICAL ACCOUNT PLACES THE T ENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY WITHIN THE LARGER FRAMEWORK OF STATE-RUN
AND PRIVATE ADOPTION AGENCIES IN THE UNITED STATES. |T EXPLORES HOW TENNESSEE’S UNIQUE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
CLIMATE SHAPED CHILD WELFARE POLICIES. THE BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF ADOPTION’S EVOLUTION IN THE
STATE.

7. SHATTERED BonDS: THE IMPACT OF TENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HoME SOCIETY ADOPTIONS

FOCUSING ON THE PERSONAL AFTERMATH OF ADOPTIONS FACILITATED BY THE TENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY, THIS
BOOK EXPLORES THEMES OF IDENTITY, LOSS, AND REUNION. |T FEATURES INTERVIEWS WITH ADOPTEES AND BIRTH FAMILIES
NAVIGATING THE COMPLEXITIES OF THEIR HISTORIES. THE NARRATIVE EMPHASIZES THE EMOTIONAL LEGACY LEFT BY THE
SOCIETY’S PRACTICES.

8. GUARDIANS OF INNOCENCE? THE TENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY EXAMINED

AN ACADEMIC CRITIQUE OF THE TENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY’S MISSION AND METHODS, THIS BOOK QUESTIONS THE
ETHICAL FOUNDATIONS OF ITS CHILD WELFARE APPROACH. |IT USES SOCIOLOGICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES TO
ANALYZE THE EFFECTS ON CHILDREN AND FAMILIES. READERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO CONSIDER THE BALANCE BETWEEN CARE AND
CONTROL IN HISTORICAL ADOPTION SYSTEMS.

9. FroM SHADOWS TO LIGHT: REFORMING CHILD WELFARE AFTER TENNESSEE CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY
THIS INSPIRING BOOK TRACES THE REFORMS AND POLICY CHANGES THAT FOLLOWED THE EXPOSURE OF THE | ENNESSEE
CHILDREN’S HOME SOCIETY’S MALPRACTICES. |T HIGHLIGHTS ADVOCATES, LAWMAKERS, AND SOCIAL WORKERS WHO PUSHED

FOR TRANSPARENCY AND BETTER PROTECTIONS FOR CHILDREN. THE STORY IS ONE OF HOPE, ILLUSTRATING PROGRESS BORN FROM
PAST CHALLENGES.
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