
the extraordinary life of marjorie post

the extraordinary life of marjorie post is a compelling narrative of a pioneering businesswoman,
socialite, and philanthropist whose influence spanned multiple industries and philanthropic efforts.
Born into a world of privilege, Marjorie Merriweather Post transformed inherited wealth into an
empire, becoming one of the most prominent figures in American history. Her remarkable journey
encompasses her leadership of the Postum Cereal Company, her visionary approach to business, and
her enduring legacy in arts and culture. This article delves into the various facets of her life, exploring
her early years, career achievements, personal life, philanthropic contributions, and lasting impact.
Through an in-depth examination, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the
extraordinary life of Marjorie Post. The following sections provide a structured overview of her
remarkable story.

Early Life and Family Background

Rise in the Business World

Personal Life and Relationships

Philanthropy and Cultural Contributions

Legacy and Influence

Early Life and Family Background
Marjorie Merriweather Post was born on March 15, 1887, in Springfield, Illinois, into a wealthy and
influential family. She was the only child of Charles William Post, the founder of the Postum Cereal
Company, which later became General Foods Corporation. Growing up in an environment of affluence,
she was exposed to the intricacies of business and high society from an early age. Her upbringing was
marked by private education and a cultivated interest in arts and culture, which would later inform
both her philanthropic pursuits and lifestyle. Marjorie’s early experiences laid the foundation for her
extraordinary life, equipping her with the skills and confidence necessary for her future roles.

Family Heritage and Influence
The Post family heritage was rich in entrepreneurial spirit. Charles William Post was a self-made man
who revolutionized the breakfast cereal industry. Marjorie inherited not only considerable wealth but
also a legacy of innovation and business acumen. This familial background instilled in her a profound
understanding of corporate management and marketing strategies that she would later expand upon.



Education and Early Interests
Marjorie’s education was comprehensive and designed to prepare her for a life of leadership and
social influence. She attended private schools and was well-versed in languages, literature, and social
graces. Her early interest in art and culture was nurtured through extensive travel and exposure to
various cultural institutions, experiences that influenced her later collection of fine art and patronage
of the arts.

Rise in the Business World
Following the death of her father in 1914, Marjorie Merriweather Post assumed control of the Postum
Cereal Company at just 27 years old. Her leadership marked a significant chapter in the company's
history, as she expanded its product lines and modernized its operations. The extraordinary life of
Marjorie Post is particularly noted for her role as a female business leader during a time when women
rarely held such positions.

Leadership of Postum Cereal Company
Marjorie took over the company at a critical time and demonstrated remarkable business savvy. She
diversified the product offerings, including the introduction of new food products that helped the
company grow substantially. Under her stewardship, the company’s revenues increased, and its
market presence expanded nationally. Her innovative marketing campaigns and operational
improvements set new standards in the food industry.

Expansion and Mergers
In the 1920s and 1930s, Marjorie oversaw significant expansions, including strategic acquisitions that
broadened the company's portfolio. These moves culminated in the formation of General Foods
Corporation, a conglomerate that became a dominant force in the American food industry. Her vision
and strategic planning were instrumental in positioning the company for long-term success.

Challenges and Achievements
Despite the challenges posed by the Great Depression and a male-dominated corporate world,
Marjorie’s leadership secured the company’s stability and growth. She was known for her hands-on
management style and keen attention to detail, which earned her respect in business circles. Her
achievements paved the way for future generations of women executives.

Personal Life and Relationships
Beyond her business accomplishments, the extraordinary life of Marjorie Post was marked by notable
personal relationships and a vibrant social life. She was married four times, each marriage reflecting
different phases of her life and social standing. Her personal experiences contributed to her complex
public persona as a socialite and philanthropist.



Marriages and Family
Marjorie’s four marriages included unions with E.F. Hutton, Edward Bennett Close, Joseph E. Davies,
and Charles McCormick. Each marriage influenced her social position and sometimes intersected with
her business and philanthropic interests. She had two children, including the actress Dina Merrill, who
carried on her mother’s legacy of cultural involvement.

Social Life and Public Image
Marjorie was a prominent figure in elite social circles, known for her lavish parties and extensive
travel. Her homes, including the renowned Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida, became centers of social and
political activity. Despite her wealth, she maintained a reputation for being approachable and
engaged in various social causes, which enhanced her public image.

Philanthropy and Cultural Contributions
Philanthropy was a central pillar in the extraordinary life of Marjorie Post. She was an avid patron of
the arts and dedicated significant resources to cultural institutions and charitable organizations. Her
contributions had a lasting impact on museums, education, and social welfare programs.

Support for the Arts
Marjorie was a passionate art collector and donated many pieces to prominent museums, including
the Smithsonian Institution. Her interest in international art collections enriched American cultural
institutions and increased public access to diverse artworks. She also supported performing arts
organizations and sponsored exhibitions and cultural events.

Charitable Endeavors
Her philanthropy extended to numerous causes, including education, health care, and social services.
She established scholarships and funded research programs, particularly those benefiting women and
children. Marjorie’s charitable work reflected her commitment to improving society and fostering
opportunities for underserved populations.

Legacy in Cultural Institutions
Many institutions continue to honor Marjorie’s contributions through named programs, endowments,
and galleries. Her dedication to cultural enrichment is recognized as a significant factor in the growth
of American arts during the mid-20th century. Her vision helped bridge the gap between private
wealth and public benefit.



Legacy and Influence
The extraordinary life of Marjorie Post has left an indelible mark on business, culture, and
philanthropy. Her trailblazing role as a woman in business set a precedent for female leadership in
corporate America. Beyond her economic impact, her cultural and charitable legacies continue to
influence contemporary society.

Impact on Women in Business
Marjorie’s success demonstrated that women could lead major corporations with skill and authority.
She served as a role model for aspiring female entrepreneurs and executives, breaking gender
barriers in the early 20th century. Her story is often cited in discussions of women’s leadership and
empowerment in business.

Architectural and Cultural Heritage
Marjorie’s residences, especially Mar-a-Lago and her other estates, are considered architectural
landmarks. These properties showcase her refined taste and commitment to preserving cultural
heritage. They continue to attract attention for their historical and artistic significance.

Enduring Philanthropic Influence
The foundations and programs established by Marjorie Post have sustained their support for arts,
education, and social causes for decades. Her philanthropic model, combining personal passion with
strategic giving, remains influential among modern philanthropists. The breadth and depth of her
charitable work exemplify her extraordinary commitment to societal betterment.

Born into wealth and legacy1.

Led and expanded a major food corporation2.

Maintained a dynamic personal and social life3.

Contributed extensively to arts and philanthropy4.

Left a lasting influence on business and culture5.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Marjorie Post and why is she considered



extraordinary?
Marjorie Post was an American businesswoman and philanthropist, known for transforming the Post
cereal company into a major food empire and for her influential role in American society. Her
extraordinary life includes her success in business, multiple high-profile marriages, and extensive
philanthropic contributions.

What was Marjorie Post’s role in the Post cereal company?
Marjorie Post inherited the Postum Cereal Company from her father and expanded it into General
Foods Corporation, making it one of the largest food corporations in the world. She was a pioneering
female business executive in a male-dominated industry.

How did Marjorie Post contribute to philanthropy?
Marjorie Post was a notable philanthropist who donated generously to educational institutions, the
arts, and healthcare. She supported various causes throughout her life, leaving a lasting impact on
communities and charitable organizations.

What are some notable aspects of Marjorie Post’s personal
life?
Marjorie Post was married several times, including to prominent figures like Edward Bennett Close and
Joseph E. Davies. Her personal life was marked by her high society status, lavish lifestyle, and social
influence during the early to mid-20th century.

How did Marjorie Post influence women in business?
As one of the first women to lead a major corporation, Marjorie Post broke barriers and served as an
inspiration for women in business. Her leadership demonstrated that women could successfully
manage large enterprises and influence corporate America.

What is the legacy of Marjorie Post in the food industry?
Marjorie Post’s legacy in the food industry includes the growth and diversification of the Post cereal
brand and its evolution into General Foods, which introduced many popular food products. Her
strategic business decisions helped shape the modern food industry.

Are there any books or films about Marjorie Post’s life?
Yes, Marjorie Post’s life has been the subject of biographies and documentaries highlighting her
business achievements and personal story. These works explore her role as a trailblazing
businesswoman and socialite.

What philanthropic foundations did Marjorie Post establish?
Marjorie Post established several philanthropic foundations, including the Marjorie Merriweather Post
Foundation, which supports arts, education, and health initiatives. Her foundations continue to fund
various charitable projects today.



How did Marjorie Post’s upbringing influence her career?
Raised in a wealthy family, Marjorie Post was exposed to business and society from a young age. Her
education and family background provided her with the skills and opportunities to take over and
expand her father’s company, shaping her extraordinary career.

Additional Resources
1. Marjorie Merriweather Post: Heiress and Homemaker
This biography explores the remarkable life of Marjorie Post, tracing her journey from the heiress of
the Post cereal fortune to a prominent socialite and philanthropist. The book delves into her influential
role in American business and her passion for art and architecture, highlighting her transformation of
the Mar-a-Lago estate. Readers gain insight into her personal challenges and triumphs in early 20th-
century high society.

2. The Legacy of Marjorie Post: Businesswoman and Visionary
Focusing on Marjorie Post’s savvy business acumen, this book chronicles how she took control of the
Postum Cereal Company and expanded its empire during a male-dominated era. It examines her
innovations in marketing and corporate leadership, as well as her philanthropic efforts. The narrative
offers a detailed look at how she shaped the food industry and left a lasting legacy.

3. Marjorie Post and the Golden Age of American Socialites
Set against the backdrop of the Roaring Twenties and beyond, this book captures Marjorie Post’s life
as a leading figure among America’s elite. It covers her lavish lifestyle, her influential social circles,
and her role in shaping cultural trends. The book also explores her charitable work and the social
responsibilities she embraced.

4. The Mar-a-Lago Story: Marjorie Post’s Dream Estate
This volume tells the fascinating story behind the creation of Marjorie Post’s iconic Florida estate, Mar-
a-Lago. It details the architectural inspiration, the challenges of construction, and the estate’s
significance as a social and political hub. The book also traces Marjorie’s vision for the property as a
“winter White House” and its evolution over time.

5. From Heiress to Humanitarian: The Philanthropy of Marjorie Post
Highlighting Marjorie Post’s extensive philanthropic contributions, this book covers her support for
arts, education, and health initiatives. It details her charitable foundations and her commitment to
improving society through her wealth and influence. The narrative underscores how her generosity
shaped many institutions still benefiting communities today.

6. Marjorie Post: A Woman Ahead of Her Time
This biography emphasizes Marjorie Post’s pioneering spirit in business, social reform, and cultural
patronage. It discusses her challenges as a female leader in the early 20th century and her efforts to
break societal barriers. The book celebrates her progressive mindset and enduring impact on
American culture and industry.

7. The Private Life of Marjorie Post: Love, Loss, and Legacy
Offering a more intimate portrait, this book delves into Marjorie Post’s personal relationships,
marriages, and family life. It explores how her experiences shaped her character and influenced her
public endeavors. Readers receive a nuanced view of the woman behind the public persona.



8. Marjorie Post and the Art of Entertaining
This book focuses on Marjorie Post’s reputation as a gracious hostess and her contributions to the art
of entertaining. It highlights her elaborate parties, attention to detail, and influence on social
etiquette. The narrative also explores how her social gatherings reflected and shaped elite American
culture.

9. Marjorie Post’s Influence on American Architecture and Design
Detailing her passion for architecture and interior design, this book examines Marjorie Post’s
collaborations with leading designers and architects. It showcases her distinctive taste and how she
used design to express her identity and status. The book also considers her enduring influence on
American residential architecture.
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