
uno nessuno e centomila

uno nessuno e centomila is a renowned Italian novel written by Luigi Pirandello, first published in
1926. This literary masterpiece explores themes of identity, self-perception, and the multiplicity of the
human personality. The title, which translates to "One, No One, and One Hundred Thousand,"
encapsulates the philosophical inquiry into how individuals are perceived differently by themselves
and others. This article delves into the novel’s background, its central themes, narrative structure,
and its enduring impact on literature and philosophy. Readers will gain an understanding of the
significance of uno nessuno e centomila within the context of 20th-century literature, as well as its
relevance in contemporary discussions on identity. The exploration will also cover key characters and
Pirandello’s unique storytelling techniques that challenge conventional narrative forms.
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Background and Historical Context
Uno nessuno e centomila was written during a period of significant cultural and social transformation
in Italy and Europe. Luigi Pirandello, an influential Italian dramatist and novelist, was deeply engaged
with questions of identity and reality, themes that permeate much of his work. The early 20th century
was marked by rapid modernization, political upheaval, and the rise of existentialist thought, all of
which influenced Pirandello’s writing. The novel reflects the intellectual climate of the time, including
the challenges to traditional notions of a fixed self and objective reality. Understanding the historical
context aids in appreciating the novel’s radical approach to exploring the fragmented nature of
human identity.

Plot Summary and Structure
The narrative of uno nessuno e centomila centers on Vitangelo Moscarda, a man who embarks on a
profound journey of self-discovery after realizing that the way he perceives himself differs
dramatically from how others see him. This realization triggers a crisis that leads him to question the
stability and coherence of his identity. The novel is structured into several episodes that document
Moscarda’s psychological unraveling and his attempts to reconcile the conflicting versions of himself.
The plot is nonlinear and introspective, focusing heavily on internal monologue and philosophical



reflection rather than external action.

Key Plot Events

Vitangelo’s initial discovery of his fragmented identity

His experiments to reveal his “true self” to others

The gradual disintegration of his social relationships

The final embrace of identity’s multiplicity

Themes and Philosophical Concepts
Uno nessuno e centomila is fundamentally a philosophical novel that investigates the nature of
identity and self-perception. Pirandello challenges the notion of a singular, stable self by
demonstrating that individuals are perceived differently by each person they encounter. The title
itself signifies the paradox of identity: "one" self, "no one" true self, and "one hundred thousand"
selves depending on others’ perspectives. Key themes include existentialism, the fluidity of
personality, and the conflict between internal and external realities.

The Fluidity of Identity
The novel posits that identity is not a fixed entity but a constantly shifting construct influenced by
social interaction and personal interpretation. Vitangelo’s experience reveals that individuals
unknowingly wear multiple masks, adapting to the expectations and perceptions of those around
them.

Existential Alienation
Pirandello explores the alienation that arises when one becomes acutely aware of the multiplicity of
selves and the impossibility of knowing or controlling them all. This leads to a sense of isolation and
fragmentation, central to the protagonist’s psychological turmoil.

Character Analysis
The protagonist, Vitangelo Moscarda, is a complex figure whose psychological depth drives the
novel’s exploration of identity. His journey from complacency to existential crisis and eventual
acceptance of his fragmented self embodies the novel’s main philosophical concerns.



Vitangelo Moscarda
Vitangelo begins as an ordinary man unaware of the contradictions within himself and his social
persona. Upon discovering these contradictions, he becomes obsessed with uncovering his “true” self,
only to realize that such a self may not exist. His character symbolizes the universal struggle for self-
understanding in a fragmented world.

Supporting Characters
The individuals surrounding Vitangelo serve as mirrors reflecting various facets of his identity. Their
differing perceptions underscore the central theme of multiplicity. These characters include
Vitangelo’s wife, friends, and acquaintances, all of whom contribute to the protagonist’s growing
disorientation.

Literary Style and Narrative Techniques
Luigi Pirandello employs innovative literary techniques in uno nessuno e centomila to convey the
novel’s philosophical themes. The narrative often shifts between first-person introspection and
objective descriptions, blurring the line between reality and perception. Pirandello’s use of irony,
paradox, and self-reflexivity challenges traditional storytelling conventions.

Stream of Consciousness
The novel utilizes stream-of-consciousness passages to provide insight into Vitangelo’s inner thoughts
and emotional states. This technique effectively illustrates the fragmented and unstable nature of his
identity.

Metafictional Elements
Pirandello incorporates metafictional devices that draw attention to the act of storytelling itself,
emphasizing the constructed nature of identity and narrative. These elements invite readers to
question the reliability of perspective and the existence of an objective self.

Impact and Legacy
Uno nessuno e centomila has had a profound influence on literature, philosophy, and psychology. Its
exploration of identity predates and parallels existentialist and postmodernist thought, making it a
seminal work in 20th-century intellectual history. The novel continues to be studied for its innovative
approach to character and narrative, as well as its profound insights into the human condition.



Influence on Literature
The novel inspired subsequent writers to experiment with narrative form and explore themes of
subjectivity and identity. Its legacy is evident in modernist and postmodernist literature, where the
fragmentation of self is a recurring motif.

Philosophical and Psychological Relevance
Philosophers and psychologists have drawn upon Pirandello’s ideas to examine the fluidity of identity
and the social construction of the self. The novel’s insights into alienation and multiplicity remain
relevant in contemporary discussions about identity in a globalized, digital world.

Key Contributions to Cultural Discourse

Challenging the concept of a unified self

Highlighting the social dimension of identity formation

Bridging literature and existential philosophy

Influencing theatrical and narrative experimentation

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Uno, Nessuno e Centomila' by
Luigi Pirandello?
The main theme of 'Uno, Nessuno e Centomila' is the exploration of identity and the fluidity of the
self, highlighting how individuals are perceived differently by others and how one's self-perception
can conflict with external views.

Who is the protagonist of 'Uno, Nessuno e Centomila' and
what is his struggle?
The protagonist is Vitangelo Moscarda, who struggles with the realization that his identity is
fragmented into multiple versions as seen by others, leading him to question the nature of his own
existence.

How does Luigi Pirandello illustrate the concept of multiple
identities in the novel?
Pirandello illustrates multiple identities through Moscarda's experience of being perceived differently



by various people, suggesting that a person does not have a single, fixed identity but many,
depending on social contexts and perspectives.

What literary style is used in 'Uno, Nessuno e Centomila'?
The novel employs a modernist literary style, characterized by introspective narrative, psychological
depth, and a focus on subjective reality and fragmented identity.

How does 'Uno, Nessuno e Centomila' reflect Pirandello's
philosophical ideas?
The novel embodies Pirandello's ideas about relativism and the instability of identity, emphasizing
that reality and self-identity are not absolute but are constructed through individual perception and
social interaction.

What is the significance of the title 'Uno, Nessuno e
Centomila'?
The title translates to 'One, No One and One Hundred Thousand,' symbolizing the paradox of human
identity: a person is simultaneously a unique individual, an invisible nobody, and a multitude of
different personas in the eyes of others.

In what ways has 'Uno, Nessuno e Centomila' influenced
modern literature and philosophy?
The novel has influenced modern literature and philosophy by inspiring discussions on identity, the
self, and existentialism, paving the way for postmodern narratives that explore fragmented selves
and the subjective nature of reality.

Additional Resources
1. Uno, Nessuno e Centomila by Luigi Pirandello
This classic novel explores the fluidity of identity through the story of Vitangelo Moscarda, who
realizes that the way others see him is vastly different from his own self-perception. As he grapples
with the multiplicity of his identities, the novel delves into themes of existentialism, reality, and the
fragmentation of the self. Pirandello’s innovative narrative challenges the notion of a fixed identity,
making it a cornerstone of early 20th-century literature.

2. The Double: A Petersburg Poem by Fyodor Dostoevsky
Dostoevsky’s novella examines the psychological turmoil of a man who encounters his exact double,
leading to a crisis of identity and sanity. Like Pirandello’s work, it investigates the concept of self and
the disintegration of personality under social pressures. This story is a profound study of internal
conflict and the nature of individuality.

3. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison
This novel tells the story of an unnamed African American protagonist who feels invisible to society
because of racial prejudice. The themes of identity, invisibility, and self-perception echo those in



Pirandello’s exploration of multiple selves. Ellison’s work is a powerful commentary on social identity
and the struggle to assert one’s true self.

4. Notes from Underground by Fyodor Dostoevsky
A seminal work of existential literature, this novella features a bitter, isolated narrator who wrestles
with his own identity and place in society. The introspective and fragmented narrative style parallels
the psychological depth found in Uno, Nessuno e Centomila. It challenges readers to consider the
complexities of self-awareness and human nature.

5. Steppenwolf by Hermann Hesse
This novel portrays a man torn between his human and wolf-like instincts, symbolizing the conflict
between societal norms and individual identity. It shares thematic similarities with Pirandello’s novel
in its exploration of fractured selves and the quest for self-understanding. Hesse’s poetic and
philosophical narrative invites readers to reflect on the multiplicity within the human psyche.

6. The Stranger by Albert Camus
Camus’s existential masterpiece follows Meursault, a man detached from societal conventions and
indifferent to the world around him. The novel, like Uno, Nessuno e Centomila, delves into themes of
alienation, identity, and the absurdity of existence. It challenges traditional notions of meaning and
selfhood through its stark, minimalist prose.

7. Mr. Vertigo by Paul Auster
This novel explores themes of transformation and identity through the story of a boy trained in the art
of levitation. Auster’s narrative delves into the fluid nature of self and the quest for personal meaning,
resonating with Pirandello’s portrayal of fragmented identity. The book blends magical realism with
philosophical inquiry, offering a modern take on selfhood.

8. The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath
A semi-autobiographical novel that details the mental breakdown of Esther Greenwood, it examines
identity, societal expectations, and the struggles of self-definition. Like Pirandello’s work, it provides
an intimate look at the fractured self and the impact of external perceptions on personal identity.
Plath’s poetic language and psychological insight make this a compelling companion piece.

9. Life: A User’s Manual by Georges Perec
This novel intricately details the lives of residents in a Parisian apartment building, exploring their
identities and stories in a fragmented, puzzle-like structure. Perec’s experimental narrative style
complements the themes of multiplicity and self-perception found in Uno, Nessuno e Centomila. The
book is a rich meditation on how individual lives intersect and the complexity of human identity.
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