WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE

WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE IS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR RESIDENTS OF WHATCOM COUNTY WHO WANT TO
PARTICIPATE KNOWLEDGEABLY IN LOCAL, STATE, AND FEDERAL ELECTIONS. THIS GUIDE PROVIDES COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION
ABOUT VOTER REGISTRATION, UPCOMING ELECTIONS, CANDIDATE PROFILES, BALLOT MEASURES, AND POLLING LOCATIONS.
UNDERSTANDING THE VOTING PROCESS AND STAYING INFORMED ABOUT THE ISSUES AT STAKE HELPS ENSURE THAT CITIZENS
EXERCISE THEIR DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS EFFECTIVELY. THIS ARTICLE OFFERS A DETAILED OVERVIEW OF THE WHATCOM COUNTY
VOTERS GUIDE, HIGHLIGHTING KEY ASPECTS SUCH AS REGISTRATION DEADLINES, VOTING OPTIONS, AND IMPORTANT DATES.
W/HETHER YOU ARE A FIRST-TIME VOTER OR A SEASONED PARTICIPANT, THIS GUIDE IS DESIGNED TO ASSIST YOU IN MAKING
INFORMED DECISIONS. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL COVER EVERYTHING FROM HOW TO REGISTER TO WHERE TO VOTE, ALONG
WITH INSIGHTS INTO CANDIDATE ENDORSEMENTS AND BALLOT INITIATIVES.

VOTER REGISTRATION IN WHATCOM COUNTY

UPCOMING ELECTIONS AND IMPORTANT DATES

VOTING METHODS AND POLLING LOCATIONS
o CANDIDATES AND BALLOT MEASURES

® RESOURCES AND ASSISTANCE FOR VOTERS

VOTER REGISTRATION IN WHATCOM COUNTY

REGISTERING TO VOTE IS THE FIRST STEP FOR ANY ELIGIBLE RESIDENT OF WHATCOM COUNTY WHO WISHES TO PARTICIPATE IN
ELECTIONS. THE WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE PROVIDES DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO REGISTER, INCLUDING
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA AND DEADLINES. VOTER REGISTRATION ENSURES THAT YOUR NAME APPEARS ON THE OFFICIAL VOTER
ROLLS, ALLOWING YOU TO CAST YOUR BALLOT ON ELECTION DAY OR THROUGH ALTERNATIVE VOTING METHODS.

ELiGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

TO REGISTER TO VOTE IN WHATCOM COUNTY/ AN INDIVIDUAL MUST MEET SEVERAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS. THESE INCLUDE:

BEING A UNITED STATES CITIZEN
® BEING A RESIDENT OF WHATCOM COUNTY
o BEING AT LEAST 18 YEARS OLD BY THE DATE OF THE ELECTION

e NOT CURRENTLY SERVING A SENTENCE FOR A FELONY CONVICTION (UNLESS CIVIL RIGHTS HAVE BEEN EESTORED)

MEETING THESE CRITERIA ALLOWS RESIDENTS TO PARTICIPATE IN LOCAL, STATE, AND FEDERAL ELECTIONS.

ReGISTRATION METHODS AND DEADLINES

RESIDENTS CAN REGISTER TO VOTE IN WHATCOM COUNTY THROUGH SEVERAL CONVENIENT METHODS. THESE INCLUDE ONLINE

REGISTRATION, MAIL-IN REGISTRATION FORMS, AND IN-PERSON REGISTRATION AT THE COUNTY ELECTIONS OFFICE OR DESIGNATED
PUBLIC LOCATIONS. THE WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF REGISTERING BEFORE THE SPECIFIED
DEADLINES TO ENSURE ELIGIBILITY FOR UPCOMING ELECTIONS. TYPICALLY, REGISTRATION MUST BE COMPLETED 8 DAYS PRIOR TO



AN ELECTION, BUT SPECIFIC DATES SHOULD BE CONFIRMED EACH ELECTION CYCLE.

UPCOMING ELECTIONS AND IMPORTANT DATES

STAYING INFORMED ABOUT ELECTION SCHEDULES IS A CRITICAL COMPONENT OF THE WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE. THE
GUIDE PROVIDES A CALENDAR OF UPCOMING LOCAL, STATE, AND FEDERAL ELECTIONS, ALONG WITH KEY DATES SUCH AS VOTER
REGISTRATION DEADLINES, BALLOT REQUEST PERIODS FOR ABSENTEE VOTING, AND EARLY VOTING WINDOWS.

TyPes oF ELECTIONS

WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS CAN EXPECT TO PARTICIPATE IN VARIOUS TYPES OF ELECTIONS, INCLUDING:
o (GENERAL ELECTIONS FOR FEDERAL AND STATE OFFICES
® PRIMARY ELECTIONS TO SELECT PARTY NOMINEES
® SPECIAL ELECTIONS FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND SCHOOL DISTRICTS
e BALLOT MEASURE AND REFERENDUM VOTES

THE GUIDE OUTLINES THE SIGNIFICANCE OF EACH ELECTION TYPE AND PROVIDES TIMELINES TO ASSIST VOTERS IN PLANNING THEIR
PARTICIPATION ACCORDINGLY.

Key DATES TO REMEMBER

FOR EVERY ELECTION CYCLE, THE W/HATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE HIGHLIGHTS IMPORTANT DEADLINES AND DATES SUCH AS:
® \/OTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE
° DEADLINE TO REQUEST A MAIL-IN OR ABSENTEE BALLOT
° START AND END DATES FOR EARLY VOTING

e ELECTION DAY AND HOURS OF POLLING PLACES

BEING AWARE OF THESE DATES ENSURES THAT VOTERS DO NOT MISS CRITICAL OPPORTUNITIES TO CAST THEIR BALLOTS.

VOTING METHODS AND POLLING LOCATIONS

THE WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE EXPLAINS THE VARIOUS VOTING OPTIONS AVAILABLE TO RESIDENTS, ACCOMMODATING
DIFFERENT NEEDS AND PREFERENCES. THIS SECTION PROVIDES CLARITY ON HOW TO VOTE EITHER IN PERSON OR BY MAIL,
INCLUDING THE PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS FOR EACH METHOD.

IN-PErsON VOTING

IN-PERSON VOTING REMAINS A POPULAR CHOICE FOR MANY WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS. ON ELECTION DAY, REGISTERED
VOTERS CAN VISIT THEIR ASSIGNED POLLING LOCATION TO CAST A BALLOT. THE GUIDE PROVIDES INFORMATION ON HOW TO
FIND YOUR DESIGNATED POLLING PLACE, WHICH IS TYPICALLY DETERMINED BY YOUR RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. POLLING LOCATIONS
ARE ACCESSIBLE AND STAFFED TO ASSIST VOTERS THROUGHOUT THE PROCESS.



MAIL-IN AND ABSENTEE VOTING

WHATCoM COUNTY OFFERS MAIL-IN AND ABSENTEE VOTING OPTIONS FOR THOSE WHO CANNOT OR PREFER NOT TO VOTE IN
PERSON. THE WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE OUTLINES THE STEPS TO REQUEST A MAIL-IN BALLOT, THE DEADLINES
INVOLVED, AND INSTRUCTIONS FOR RETURNING COMPLETED BALLOTS SECURELY. THIS VOTING METHOD PROVIDES FLEXIBILITY
AND CONVENIENCE WHILE MAINTAINING ELECTION INTEGRITY.

EARLY VOTING OPPORTUNITIES

EARLY VOTING IS AVAILABLE IN SOME ELECTIONS, ALLOWING VOTERS TO CAST THEIR BALLOTS BEFORE ELECTION DAY AT
DESIGNATED LOCATIONS. THE GUIDE DETAILS THE LOCATIONS, DATES, AND HOURS FOR EARLY VOTING IN W/HATCOM COUNTY,
HELPING VOTERS TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS OPTION TO AVOID POTENTIAL LINES OR SCHEDULING CONFLICTS ON ELECTION DAY.

CANDIDATES AND BALLOT MEASURES

ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT COMPONENTS OF THE WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE IS THE INFORMATION IT PROVIDES
ABOUT CANDIDATES RUNNING FOR OFFICE AND THE BALLOT MEASURES THAT RESIDENTS WILL DECIDE ON. THIS SECTION AIMS TO
EQUIP VOTERS WITH THE KNOWLEDGE NEEDED TO MAKE INFORMED DECISIONS AT THE POLLS.

CANDIDATE PROFILES

THE GUIDE INCLUDES DETAILED PROFILES OF CANDIDATES FOR LOCAL AND STATE OFFICES, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR BACKGROUNDS,
PLATFORMS, AND KEY POLICY POSITIONS. THIS INFORMATION HELPS VOTERS COMPARE CANDIDATES AND UNDERSTAND HOW EACH
MIGHT IMPACT THE COMMUNITY. PROFILES OFTEN INCLUDE:

® PROFESSIONAL AND POLITICAL EXPERIENCE
® STATED PRIORITIES AND GOALS
® ENDORSEMENTS AND AFFILIATIONS

e CONTACT INFORMATION OR CAMPAIGN RESOURCES

BALLOT MEASURES AND INITIATIVES

IN ADDITION TO CHOOSING CANDIDATES, WHATCcoOM COUNTY VOTERS MAY BE ASKED TO APPROVE OR REJECT VARIOUS BALLOT
MEASURES. THESE CAN INCLUDE TAX PROPOSITIONS, SCHOOL FUNDING INITIATIVES, ZONING CHANGES, AND OTHER LOCAL
GOVERNANCE ISSUES. THE WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE PROVIDES CLEAR EXPLANATIONS OF EACH MEASURE, INCLUDING
THE ARGUMENTS FOR AND AGAINST, FISCAL IMPACTS, AND POTENTIAL COMMUNITY EFFECTS.

RESOURCES AND ASSISTANCE FOR VOTERS

ToO SUPPORT VOTERS THROUGHOUT THE ELECTION PROCESS, THE WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE OFFERS INFORMATION ON
RESOURCES AND ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE WITHIN THE COUNTY. THIS ENSURES THAT ALL RESIDENTS, INCLUDING THOSE WITH
DISABILITIES OR LANGUAGE BARRIERS, CAN PARTICIPATE FULLY AND CONFIDENTLY.



ELecTiON OFFICE CONTACT INFORMATION

THE GUIDE LISTS THE CONTACT DETAILS FOR THE WHATCOM COUNTY ELECTIONS OFFICE, INCLUDING PHONE NUMBERS, MAILING
ADDRESSES, AND OFFICE HOURS. V OTERS CAN REACH OUT FOR ASSISTANCE WITH REGISTRATION, BALLOT QUESTIONS, OR ANY
OTHER ELECTION-RELATED CONCERNS.

LANGUAGE AND ACCESSIBILITY SERVICES

WHATCOM COUNTY PROVIDES LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE FOR NON-ENGLISH SPEAKERS AND ACCOMMODATIONS FOR VOTERS WITH
DISABILITIES. THE VOTERS GUIDE OUTLINES HOW TO ACCESS THESE SERVICES, SUCH AS TRANSLATED MATERIALS, INTERPRETERS,
AND ACCESSIBLE POLLING PLACES, ENSURING EQUITABLE VOTING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL RESIDENTS.

EbucATIONAL MATERIALS AND W ORKSHOPS

THE GUIDE ALSO PROMOTES EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES LIKE VOTER W ORKSHOPS, CANDIDATE FORUMS, AND ONLINE RESOURCES.
THESE EFFORTS AIM TO INCREASE VOTER ENGAGEMENT AND UNDERSTANDING, PARTICULARLY AMONG FIRST-TIME VOTERS AND
UNDERREPRESENTED COMMUNITIES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE WHATCOM CounTY VOTERS GUIDE?

THE WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE IS AN INFORMATIONAL RESOURCE THAT PROVIDES VOTERS WITH DETAILS ABOUT
CANDIDATES, BALLOT MEASURES, AND ELECTION PROCEDURES SPECIFIC TO W/HATCOM COUNTY, W/ ASHINGTON.

\X/HERE CAN | FIND THE LATEST WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE?

THE LATEST WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE CAN BE FOUND ON THE OFFICIAL WHATCOM COUNTY ELECTIONS WEBSITE OR
DISTRIBUTED THROUGH LOCAL LIBRARIES AND COMMUNITY CENTERS.

Does THE WHATCOM CoUNTY VOTERS GUIDE INCLUDE INFORMATION ON LOCAL
BALLOT MEASURES?

YES, THE GUIDE INCLUDES COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION ON ALL LOCAL BALLOT MEASURES, INCLUDING EXPLANATIONS, PROS
AND CONS, AND VOTING IMPACT.

Is THE WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE AVAILABLE IN MULTIPLE LANGUAGES?

YES, TO ACCOMMODATE DIVERSE VOTERS, THE WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE IS OFTEN AVAILABLE IN MULTIPLE
LANGUAGES SUCH AS SPANISH AND VIETNAMESE.

\W/HeN IS THE WHATCOM CoUNTY VOTERS GUIDE TYPICALLY PUBLISHED?

THE GUIDE IS TYPICALLY PUBLISHED A FEW WEEKS BEFORE MAJOR ELECTIONS, INCLUDING PRIMARY AND GENERAL ELECTIONS, TO
GIVE VOTERS AMPLE TIME TO REVIEW THE INFORMATION.

CAN | Access THE WHATcoM CoOUNTY VOTERS GUIDE ONLINE?

Yes, THE WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS GUIDE IS ACCESSIBLE ONLINE THROUGH THE WHATCOM COUNTY ELECTIONS OFFICIAL
WEBSITE IN PDF OR INTERACTIVE FORMATS.



Does THE WHATCOM CoUNTY VOTERS GUIDE PROVIDE CANDIDATE STATEMENTS?

YES, THE GUIDE INCLUDES CANDIDATE STATEMENTS SUBMITTED BY INDIVIDUALS RUNNING FOR OFFICE TO HELP VOTERS
UNDERSTAND THEIR PLATFORMS AND PRIORITIES.

How CAN | REQUEST A PRINTED COPY OF THE WHATCOM CoUNTY VOTERS GUIDE?

Y OU CAN REQUEST A PRINTED COPY BY CONTACTING THE WHATCOM COUNTY ELECTIONS OFFICE DIRECTLY OR VISITING LOCAL
GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES.

ARE THERE ANY VOTER RESOURCES LINKED WITHIN THE WHATCOM COUNTY VOTERS
GUIDE?

YES, THE GUIDE OFTEN INCLUDES LINKS AND CONTACT INFORMATION FOR VOTER REGISTRATION, POLLING LOCATIONS, AND
ELECTION DAY PROCEDURES TO ASSIST VOTERS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. WhaTcom County VoTes: A CoMPREHENSIVE GUIDE

THIS BOOK OFFERS AN IN-DEPTH OVERVIEW OF THE ELECTORAL PROCESS SPECIFIC TO WHATCOM COUNTY. IT COVERS VOTER
REGISTRATION, KEY LOCAL OFFICES, AND BALLOT MEASURES. THE GUIDE IS DESIGNED TO HELP RESIDENTS MAKE INFORMED
DECISIONS IN EVERY ELECTION CYCLE, HIGHLIGHTING HISTORICAL VOTING TRENDS AND CANDIDATE PROFILES.

2. THe PoLiTics oF WHATcoM CoUNTY: UNDERSTANDING LOCAL GOVERNANCE

EXPLORING THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF WHATCOM COUNTY, THIS BOOK DELVES INTO THE STRUCTURE OF LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AND THE ROLES OF ELECTED OFFICIALS. |T PROVIDES INSIGHTS INTO THE MAJOR POLITICAL ISSUES FACING THE
COMMUNITY AND EXPLAINS HOW VOTERS INFLUENCE POLICY THROUGH LOCAL ELECTIONS AND REFERENDA.

3. VoTer’s Hanpsook: WHATCcoM COUNTY EDITION

A PRACTICAL MANUAL FOR VOTERS IN WHATCOM COUNTY, THIS HANDBOOK BREAKS DOWN COMPLEX BALLOT ISSUES AND
INITIATIVES. |T INCLUDES EASY-TO-UNDERSTAND SUMMARIES, PROS AND CONS OF EACH MEASURE, AND TIPS FOR PARTICIPATING
IN LOCAL ELECTIONS. THE BOOK AIMS TO EMPOWER VOTERS WITH THE KNOWLEDGE NEEDED TO CAST THOUGHTFUL BALLOTS.

4. GRASSROOTS AND GOVERNANCE: CIVIC ENGAGEMENT IN WHATCoM COUNTY

THIS TITLE FOCUSES ON THE ROLE OF GRASSROOTS MOVEMENTS AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS IN SHAPING \WHATCOM
COUNTY POLITICS. |T SHOWCASES CASE STUDIES OF LOCAL CAMPAIGNS, VOTER OUTREACH EFFORTS, AND THE IMPACT OF
CITIZEN ACTIVISM ON ELECTION OUTCOMES. READERS GAIN A DEEPER APPRECIATION FOR THE POWER OF COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT.

5. ELecTion 2024: WHATCcoM CoUNTY VOTER’S GUIDE

SPECIFICALLY TAILORED FOR THE 2024 ELECTION CYCLE, THIS GUIDE PROVIDES UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ON CANDIDATES,
BALLOT MEASURES, AND VOTING PROCEDURES. |T HIGHLIGHTS KEY ISSUES AFFECTING W/HATCOM COUNTY RESIDENTS AND
OFFERS STRATEGIC ADVICE FOR NAVIGATING THE ELECTION PROCESS. THE BOOK SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR FIRST-
TIME AND EXPERIENCED VOTERS ALIKE.

6. DemocrAcy AT THE LocAL Lever: WHATcom COUNTY’s VOTING HISTORY

TRACING THE EVOLUTION OF VOTING RIGHTS AND ELECTORAL PRACTICES IN WHATCOM COUNTY, THIS HISTORICAL ACCOUNT
SHEDS LIGHT ON HOW DEMOCRACY HAS DEVELOPED LOCALLY. |T DISCUSSES SIGNIFICANT ELECTIONS, CHANGES IN VOTER
DEMOGRAPHICS, AND LANDMARK LEGISLATION THAT SHAPED THE COUNTY’S POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT. THE BOOK
CONTEXTUALIZES CURRENT VOTING TRENDS WITHIN A RICH HISTORICAL FRAMEW ORK.

7. Know Your BALLOT: Decoping WHATCoM COUNTY INITIATIVES

THIS GUIDE HELPS VOTERS UNDERSTAND THE DETAILS AND IMPLICATIONS OF VARIOUS BALLOT INITIATIVES PRESENTED IN
W/HATCOM COUNTY ELECTIONS. |T EXPLAINS LEGAL LANGUAGE IN ACCESSIBLE TERMS AND COMPARES COMPETING ARGUMENTS.
THE BOOK IS AN INVALUABLE TOOL FOR VOTERS SEEKING CLARITY ON COMPLEX POLICY PROPOSALS.



8. ENGAGED CITIZENS: A GUIDE TO PARTICIPATING IN WHATCOM COUNTY ELECTIONS

FOCUSING ON CIVIC PARTICIPATION BEYOND JUST VOTING, THIS BOOK ENCOURAGES RESIDENTS TO GET INVOLVED IN LOCAL
ELECTION CAMPAIGNS, ATTEND PUBLIC FORUMS, AND ENGAGE WITH ELECTED OFFICIALS. |T PROVIDES RESOURCES FOR VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES AND EXPLAINS THE IMPORTANCE OF SUSTAINED ENGAGEMENT IN DEMOCRATIC PROCESSES.

Q. THE FUTURE oF VOTING IN WHATCOM COUNTY: TRENDS AND TECHNOLOGIES
EXAMINING EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES AND INNOVATIONS IN THE VOTING PROCESS, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES HOW W/HATCOM

COUNTY IS ADAPTING TO CHANGES SUCH AS MAIL-IN BALLOTS, ELECTRONIC VOTING, AND VOTER SECURITY MEASURES. IT ALSO
CONSIDERS CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR INCREASING VOTER TURNOUT AND ACCESSIBILITY IN THE DIGITAL AGE.
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